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Foreword
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Om. May my speech be established in the mind,
and in turn let my mind be established in speech. O
Self-effulgent Brahman (the Supreme Being)! Reach
me through and through! May my speech and mind
be capable of revealing to me the inner meaning of the
Vedic mantras. Let my learning never leave me [but be a
constant source of inspiration and guidance]. May I be
attuned day and night to the spirit of the Holy Scriptures
that I have learnt. May I be truthful in speech and in
thought. May the Supreme Being (Brahman) protect
me (the disciple). May Brahman protect my teacher. [I
repeat,] may He protect me and protect my teacher. May
He protect my teacher. Om Peace, Peace, Peace!

The present issue of our Research Journal Prajiialoka of the
Department of Sanskrit and Philosophy, which has since been
rechristened as the Department of Sanskrit and Philosophy
with enlarged scope of academic achievement, under the
School of Indian Heritage, Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda
Educational and Research Institute, is now being published.
This journal, as mentioned in my Foreword to an earlier issue,
is a reverential attempt to worship surabharati by our faculty



of the Department of Sanskrit and Philosophy. Our hearty
congratulations to the faculty members of the Department
on this sustained effort and tenacious pursuit of this literary
endeavour. May Surabharati Medhadevi Vagdevi Saraswati
illumine our hearts by making them Her eternal abode and bless
us with the awakening and blazoning of the Light of Wisdom,
Prajiialoka, is the humble prayer of

Belur Math Swami Atmapriyananda
4 July 2019 Vice-Chancellor
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T TS T AN TS A A
7 for=t =1 forstiy F¥aeg R |
3T dfgfeareen stfafeamafe
ST o gout A TeagarEAieR || (hAgfee 2.3) f |
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TR Tagal R :-rqﬁﬁ?n T femd s EXCtEE
@Al Agead-  “afg POMeR TG IUQY A
EUGHEIERIERENE masrra:ﬁ%@wraga”gﬁmamﬁm
TS e Friurser: ik, aer 7 TR
aqH SR A HEITQ?[, ﬁlﬁﬂm‘«’i T fagmaa
TOY: | W] SANTAYATON O | hiegdl ag Sfd =igead
fafearg fafferareridTa samehard, st | &1fa =, stferfear
%ﬁaﬁuﬁmwaﬁamwwm&ﬁwmwﬁ
Ifcad: | T “qa‘l%ﬁw%aw S: ST TRt
AHETd- S SERITIRRTRERAST e Si@l = dohat:
JEaHYEgdquaeIie s &9 9 YUMo a9
gaer:, & A AR dgal ArATaa: foeqy wfddqa:
i AR USSR SARATH | #

faRmgf: GRS veReeE - i gy
O AR, fgdiamor 939 a1 3ga: e9d | oy, aF
JATHARIIGHN g 3fU T | W] AR
WS Al -G gmifed egfed 9 o=
Wﬁlﬁ@é@ﬂmﬁ mmwmﬁlsﬂﬁammﬁn@aﬁsﬁ
WU @ JATHAE ARERaaEd W ¢ qee
IAHGTEEE  SIASIHARY Ao fg- =g ax
q TS | Y qg SIE HHU: T S, T F Uy 2AHH: |
formeifafr ag sTemai=sd: FGHRIET | ag el JareT

¥ IrgrITaTGERR I IUMYETSIH, EUE: 9, . 29-22

¥ SIgTTEEGETRI R R SUHYETSH, |UE: 2, . 22-22

¢ sifFaEEiEREE- “Ramanuja takes them [vidita and avidita] to mean
what is well-known and whta is totally unknown respectively.” 98Iq S.
M. Srinivasa Chari, The Philosophy of the Upanisads, p. 176.
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fafeareft ooy, waiem sfafkaci Rego o w9
S gfcr SeRf are o e gfd | ¢ IS fafdazrsare:
ITHAAT FaH (well-known), Tfafeazregre fg wwguia: Tmaq
(totally unknown) | 3T 3T Tl HASTGIT UReheal= STFHT
& T SOHaAl §id R, |7 THU: STTAHY Wadid
%rﬁm%@mmﬁsamml
AR TIATREA: Sarieder @y Heet 1%— HERTEAT
ST lTéTTE?ﬁ W AREUES T Tfa T SE |
TGRS SUSHUTT FasfU & AR 7 quid:
SR S ST | AU WS 3Hd- “3TTRI:
geeay gRguicRda:” sfe1© srafq seon aiguierg gdsfy
@ Ay QUid: 4 S| Tad AREURAEY JUrEd
IR 34=rF5|qu FHIY SECsl Fal qar = forg: 1
chra?m STIUHEH HIRIATHIEN | aAT N 5 ECRIC DG
T T TaREEREf aﬂfﬁv:n?[ SR duT IRHTHRE
] AR &g 7 e A R 7 o sf Rk
ARV a1 iRty ar sexre ar |
ad W g fafdarg s wElq fGogome 19 daem)
frg , a5 afafdar wehanidswrumef smaea | ag w
Ty fafkacfafiary wewng sftewor adAmK Ferad: |
fafeafafeanat fA@aorET agon 3guAE gaiadd 9
AT | 38 I 7 WhUIGhcUqHy g 3 ATIRAl TR
TG STEREEY SRATIA &N ae JPH: FAL: | ¢ Taasafawd

& “The eye does not reach there. nor the speech nor the mind. We do not

know (Brahman fully as such). We are not aware how it can be taught
(as it cannot be known by external or internal sense organ).” & “That is
distinct from what is very well known and again it is distinct from what
is totally unknown. We have heard thus from the ancient teachers who
taught us this truth clearly.” [1C1[101[0, Principal Upanishads (Vol. 1).
N. S. Anantha Rangacharya (trans. & ed.). p. 21-22.

MR B DR C I GBI DR IREILBEG| ERICISIRIEL | qor
AaBRIYMN : Slhl-fewui-guereddaierd, g. 30|

¢ dad, 9. 2%0-3¢|
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fafearq uffarstra:, sifafiarg smffd Tisgey foee
A S |0 AIgHRIRd: HRd RN quediiHd
AT 1 *

FURERETARANR: §8 WY Iq Ao TIIICIRA
Ty & qred A | veziat qenf fgdagdiaegeiuee g
ga9e ferraan smerde: | “F o= 7 o addeg R
SIS TR forgran: FTuTary AR g foe | Tee
qed FTRe difed fgehe: frmal safer o aamars
A ARl A =ad- 7 fa=n 7 foorm sfa
foefh: mmacREgEANard a1 sgmeRigeEAYard an
aed Al fa. R argERRad grdfvEmEg S=d
Id- oo 3™ SHM: “know” 3fd, fooHm: s@& =
IETSM: “understand” FA: | ¥ 3AAY: RTHFHGL-HR QAT
Wieha: | * AGEIWEARA  fog-ardl: e o i
slquwmmuuloud Sera®y 9 S s eraTeRITeS:
wiiehd:; fors], SFEAHANTERIATE g i<y s R
mm:—rﬁgwﬁa‘c{iﬁqﬁwﬁn sﬁr%?ﬁaaﬁma‘ e |
wmﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁqﬁaﬁs T I | %ﬂmﬁ%?aﬁﬁr
TSI WHAA: FH, foe-ie & quia: 994 s tlagém‘f.
Tiehd: | ATl a=eAd - “The two Sanskrit words that are here

S dad, . R0%|

*  q ARV WU 3USE 7 AT Hetdiacdis i argHeed fewuime
Wigpa: | qafg d=read- “1 do not know how to import properly any
instruction about Him, and His essential nature, to to you, O Siva, and
to others like you.” ord, stfafadues wicaardisi o wWigd: | aaTe-
“The Deva of eye cannot fully enter into the majesty of That Hari, nor
the deva of speech, not the mind. We do not know nor understand how
He may be governing all this. He is indeed more wonderful than all that
can be known or all that can be immagined. He is the Best. Thus have
we heard from the Teachers of old who taught Him to us.” 9¥gq- The
Sacred Books of the Hindus. p. 24.

?  The Sacred Books of the Hindus. p. 24.

¥ “We do not know, we do not unerstand, how any one can teach it.” TIq-
The Sacred Books of the East (Vol 1). p. 147.
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used, vidmah and vijanimah, seem to indicate the one a general
grasp and possession in knowlege, the other a total and exact
comprehension in whole and detail, by synthesis and alalysis.” **
AACa<aEdt g 7 o s fowae= sig) 7 Srie: s
e | %

forg, st uawr 9 sfa, wafefa vew = uonfesrrg
Y Eieha Taasafa: T fgdiaues fawr: 39 uerro
T ATUTTTeSHTeRd SRATHd 7 Jrad seaef Wiehaa | Taagafd
forem o= 9 srrematyg srRrenfefa uew Sufeq sfa waq sfa
T o TS A ST S WHehed AT el Tehiol
mmw&giﬁﬁagﬁqmwéw | Y RIS
=t QU SRS A 3ucany Ua 2ATH- T T
= ardEEr- émwmm*rs%mﬁwrrﬁ%
[afeiafog, hemag- zq]wm%wwﬁwﬁrgﬁn
amqama%i'{wﬁwwi WHWIQW&IWTEHT
0T UTOMEAT IRFafaed Ut 9ad SId: UEgaRid. o7
Ry ue WA Fa™ 3réq sfa 9w, wageRq
TTAITTIATRAE TCRIEHR THgad I Heiy
U I: KA UG IARIA Sid HgM 3 Faad | 31a:
TGN Jariae:  3agid  IRT=ied: | aeTa
sRriefa s WE’O\:W% SuRAfRw: T
T e, 9 g oARaEd: | fhy, aeM sEerdEa
wﬁmw@mﬁw F: g%ﬁw%wqmmigamﬁw
i Iew UAfCe: wUfRa JHam 3ted A Tad-safaeaieha:
a1 hefR WEa YA, W e FEHAER STg:
RGN

“argqd dfgfedredt srfafearefa” sfa qdtadre: st
orciia fafRdry: | fafearfafiazsgrdfowd  wrsgeRrmon wave:
formra | denfe zrgRrEmdnr ffdarece s=h[sq] sifafiaess
¥ Sri Aurobindo, The Upanishads II, Kena and Other Upanishads, p. 43.

¥  “We do not recognise it as an object”. ULIJ- Swami Dayananda
Saraswati, p. 64.
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T SISO 3AwH [SHTehRUE| Sad W@ihal armg
31 fAfaRi sy s ufaftareRiftafaf frrfdas | agremia
3TGAHAH STTRIG: 3yt fargul AQ ST FHTSRIET aq
fafeara srafefa s=aa | smifa w6 avq a9 fawa: vafa, =g
fAfeR stgr st FAfrafawd 7 wafd saa: s fafdarg
3= | e faRmrgama it samaan sq
sTferfeazrearat fg Trquia: SR | ofa: a\d sigl 9 Sauadl
I, T I FHU: SHAH | AT qad<sad: 7d
T Hicad aEgead | T 9 oy Frarsia: sfedd s
Feqe: foe:, @ s@d: snyfeefag  derfa=w
7o T suEEE v g fafk s, ffkag ek
3T%|ﬁ{?|’{ | quTfg a"read— “The known is all that we grasp
and possess by our present mentality; it is all that is not
the supreme Brahman but only form and phenomenon of
it to our sense and mental cognition. The unknown is that
which is beyond the known and though unknown is not
unknowable if we can enlarge our faculties or attain to others
that we do not yet possess.” ** THEAGER@ AT fafad
I @R, sfafed AW SRR | Ty S
%rl%m%riﬁmwﬁ &I FRURHERY A 14 9 foo,
BRUREKS IS RIECE 3 e oRgRERERd 31d ua
el TrgTAd stfafdarsiH == RO e U
ST wEicn fEIvaTE Sdhad Fheud T
TERIUNT | STH-AgIga] fafdazrsssr smmeH, sifafiazess

¥ “Brahman cannot be an object of perception, because He is partless,

attributeless, extremely subtle”. See, Sri Swami Sivananda, p. 16.
*  Sri Aurobindo, The Upanishads II, Kena and Other Upanishads, p. 44.
* “Atman is viditad adhi, it is not a karya, a created thing. Perhaps it is
karana, material cause. He says, aviditat adhi. Avidita is karana. It is
other than the material cause also.” See, Swami Dayananda Saraswati,
p- 75.
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T Eaaaad IR | quifg a==ad- “Different it is from
the knowable/ And still, for that reason, is not, unconscious!”
3f 1 5 fafeafafiaerafad foget fomicezad | agarard:
TATISTATRA: HEAEAATEs S g aRl Uegde
aref Py TTOTET SRk sy et ﬁﬁfﬁ el U
Shola 3id WA |

QAT @ifhad Oq W fag-urar:  Feae
fafeazeee Jad, Akaisd 9 Ay s | gHHw
FAEHAT WReh: oh: S UH FHRAMUG T ITREYT HASTEH
W Iq ffdzad aq Ja ok o =d, o A 9
T aﬁwﬁﬁmﬂnmﬁwﬁlmmwﬁ:
g 9 9 G’ sAfe 7R | Ereaﬁ'rrarrcﬁqm
IR q-c{&i?r | 37T [T aem-cﬁ%awrr = ay
stferereaT s fafeareweasgw: e wafa | =g et
stferrearq fafda: sifeasga: faea sgon: sifafiaey
Y sdeHa fagafa sfa 9q afrmeom s=a- afg
S AfeIfTd, STATAT AT TGS, Y 37
Y | TSR F|Ue geai fg ameRnt aegean
i sreTeh URfAdegT I ARe AT SnTRn
IO TEETEar= = | araar Afafiaue gy e |
aTET Afafeaues F9ET Ficdd TS UG Tead | 3T
IR TR a&g=: Sfedard a qar?ﬁzﬁi arfg 3ufik
=g Al W?i’{?r HWEI‘I’&'T?F&TF&?T TSIl iR |
SOt Wﬁwﬁsﬁaﬁqmm S A OBIERRICE)
AAIEYUT T I | AT T a1 forfRyd &g Jraq
T o1 WA | ATHISTRIE IS STel JTAWT: STRIAAY T
ST | S ] FTTH ST ST SIAT AT, 31 g Frergiaa:
AR U6k TehTRieh Fawaieh SIq=asaiiaRia sTu=ae
IUMAES:  TATRMRERIOEGEIqAT  hIIEU0  IURMIH i

A A ARWEER: faftduew ameewd: @ Wi

¢ Paul Deussen, Sixty Upanisads of the Veda, p. 209.
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T YA SEae ARy A UG 99, Sxereatee iy
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U forera | g 3= -
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(HgITargldr qu.2¢) Bfd |
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FAuHTfaucaT  alRwHRIvfaeats  sgdwed 99
siRmpwERaRRMTfauicad o angfaie
SFTTETE RS 9 AT | ARTIFT
A RIGRHTERY RAa™ g ﬁ'ﬂ‘UT IO AR aﬁrﬁ%‘ﬂr
srrreta: | ERICIEECECIE] ﬁﬁﬁl&:d{quduouqma st
S ATEIM THA SRSt STerTRId |

T HAGMES: TYAEUS IS Sl HAATOMET SReeal=
faféRfae ag srm=reuEr 7 gofa: wraw, 7 = qoid: e,
HfYyq T9: J TTH | SIS IR a8 J+ 7 FH
FFIFRTH il 373 Tifcd Warifer 316 ferearon |

qiifesum—rRL=h -

R. FAHYY (TS gAhaIGaTFR AT} a4l
%ﬁwmw YehTIRIHAT T THAT); JUIITH - SNNUCH Job TR
ToTHT; 238%

R. FAITIT (VTIATE-IMSTHTAUAT H(T8e); SRTARIHTIA=T:
(e ); ThicsehTdT — IGIUF-HTATST; QRS |

3. SUMYETH (STRIGTTEITETETE R ITH- |Us: R); SRg=n:; TH,
YIRIUIIAL, (TFITE: ); TRTOTEH — SFRUTHfT 7S TehTH; 2033 |

. S ST eaTRTe O qTS ST SATARTT T 7T
aeaRIg-Yq (Ser-fCuu-wuerdRyafear); Tg-eenls: (Tres:);
AFET— TOTIRIERITETHIGIH; Q0% |

5. Kena Upanisad; Anirvan; Gautam Dharmapal (trans.); New Delhi —
Akshaya Prakashan; 2012.

6. The Upanishads II, Kena and Other Upanishads; Sri Aurobindo;
Pondicherry — Sri Aurobindo Ashram; 2006.

7. The Philosophy of the Upanisads; S.M. Srinivasa Chari; New Delhi —
Munshiram Manoharlal Publishers Pvt. Ltd; 2002.

8. Discourses on Kenopanisad; Swami Chinmayananda; Mumbai —
Central Chinmaya Mission Trust; 2007.

9. “The Kena Upanisad”, The Upanishads|] A Complete Guide; Signe
Cohen; 2017, pp. 335-342.

10. Sixty Upanishads of the Veda; Paul Deussen; Delhi — Motilal
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Banarasidass; 1980, pp. 207-13.

11. The Thirteen Principal Upanishads; Robert Ernest Hume; London —
Oxford University Press; 1921, pp. 335-340.

12. “The Jaiminiya or Talavakara Upanisad Brahmana’; Hanns Oertel;
Journal of the American Oriental Society; 1896, 16, pp. 79-260.

13. The Principal Upanisads; S. Radhakrishnan; London — Georgl Allen
& Unwin Ltd; 1913, pp. 579-594.

14. Kenopanisad; Swami Dayananda Saraswati; Chennai — Arsha Vidya
Research and Publication Trust; 2009.

15. Kenopanishad; Sri Swami Sivananda; Uttarakhand — The Divine Life
Society; 1017.

16. Kenopanisad; Swami Sarvananda; Madras — Sri Ramakrishna Math;
2007.

17. The Early Upanisads; Patrick Olivelle (trans. & ed.); New York —
Oxford University Press; 1998.

18. The Sacred Books of the Hindus (2nd Ed.); B. D. Basu (ed.);
Allahabad — Bhuvane$wari Asrama; 1911.

19. Principal Upanishads (Vol. 1); N. S. Anantha Rangacharya (trans. and
ed.); Bangalore; 2003.

20. The Sacred Books of the East (Vol 1). F. Max Muller (trans.); Delhi —
Low Price Publications; 2011, pp. 147-153.
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Marriage and Its Death : A Brief Insight
Based on Smrti literature

Bhaktilata Das*

The world is self-alienation of Brahman. World is empirically
real and here is the context of creation. The Jiva is essentially
identical with Brahman. The gender of the Brahman is neither
defined as masculine nor as feminine. Then what is the reason
to make genders? Dharmasastra explains—

dvidha krtvatmano deham ardhena puruso’bhavat.

ardhena nari tasyam sa virajam asrjat prabhuh..

manusamhita 1. 32

Humans are rational beings among all creatures. They used
their sagacity in proper or improper way by their own choice.
Here, the question is all about what to do or not to do? Even the
cosmos hold well on eternal rule (rta). Do’s and don’ts (legal,
illegal) are relative. On the aspect of social welfare, rules are
conducted. From this perspective, kingdom is granted’. By
the proper relationship (maithunadharma') between man and
women makes a healthy, enriched society.

Prajanartham striyah srstah santanarthafica manavah.

Tasmat sadharano dharmah $rutau patnya sahoditah..

manusamhita, IX. 96

Here the words ‘dharmah’, ‘patnyd@ indicate the samskara
Vivaha’ (marriage). By marriage or matrimonial way, the
promise taken by a man and women (bride, bridegroom)
indicates that the purpose of marriage will served together
equally. Maithuna means sexual attachment. By legal way

*

Guest lecturer, Gour Mohan Sachin Mondal Mahavidyalaya , PO-
Bireshwarpur, South 24 Parganas, West Bengal, India
manusamhita VII. 3

Manvarthamuktavalr, Manusamhita 1. 32
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(Vivaha), it brings prospects.!! After the ceremony of wedding;
they are defined as bharta (husband) and bharya (wife). Bharta
means governor or maintainer.V Bharyd means better-half’.
Manu says about marriage life—

grhastha uccyate Sresthah sa trinetan vibharti hi.

Manusamhita, V1. 89

Grha means house. It will turn into home when grhalaksmi
or wife assembles with her husband and husband accompanied
by his wife at any cost and any condition. Under the path of
marriage must have some responsibilities to perform their duties
together. That is called ‘Stri-pum-dharma. Here Dharma means
performing the threefold ideals of life, i.e., Dharma, Artha and
Kama together. About Stripumdharma, Narada says—

Vivahadividhih strinam yatra pumsam ca kirtyate.

Stripumsayoganamaitad vivadapadam ucyate..

Naradasmrti, X11. 1

Narada wish to mean ‘Sangrahana’ (adultery) etc. by
‘adi’, but Manu mentions separately about strisangrahana and
stripumdharma.”?

Bonding of marriage is defined by the word dampatya. This
bonding is started with uttering mantras* towards sacred fire.
There has some oaths by chanting lastly Saptapadi bhava*™.
This is the ultimate oath because of its strength. Sakhd means
friend with same wave length sakhisabdena samapranatokta™.

i Sastranumatajayaputravittadivisayo ‘bhilasah, Gitagidharthadipika,
Gita VII. 11

Amarakosa 111, nanarthavarga, 185

Amarakosa 11, manusyavarga, 10

Vi Manusamhita VIII. 6-7

Vi see ASvalayanagrhyasitra 1-7-19, Parasaragrhyasitra 1-8-1

vill - Aanusamhita, VIIL 227, Manvarthamuktavalt

Sanjivini, Raghuvansam, V. 57. Here, the context of conversation
between Aja and Indumati. So, there is no connection with wedlock.
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Sakha means here beloved too, Yadidam hrdayam tava tadidam
hrdayam mama. From the very first day of consummation
of marriage, husband and wife become inseparable friend
(atyagasahano bandhuh). Wedlock is a union of bones with
bones, flesh with flesh and skin with skin, the husband and
wife become as if they were one person.* That’s why they are
soulmates and the relationship is fixed. Manu says—
wevver ... Yo bhartd sa smrtangana,
Na niskrayavisargabhyam bharturbharya vimucyate.
Manusamhita, 1X. 45, 46

If husband and wife are happy for each other, there must be a
good environment and prospect.® Marriage is not only a union
of two souls but also it assembles two families. Two family
parties bless their just married children with great hope that
may this new relation go for lifetime and after death of bride,
bridegroom also. Here the concept of re-birth for seven times in
one time marriage. Narada maintains this idea in ‘Sakrt kanya
pradiyate...”™t

For a girl, marriage is as well as upanayana samskara. Till
date, this concept has a psychological aspect as the girl enter
to an entirely new family, new environment and she get started
her new life from this milestone with unknown but upcoming
experiences and adjustments. Marriage is her 2nd birth (dvija)
in (her) this lifetime. ¥ Marriage doesn’t go smooth always.
Husband and wife are two parallel paths. Co-ordination and
adjustment are the controller of a marriage life. In every relation

But Friendship in any relation is the same at basic, only the shades are
different.

¥ Sarkar, S. C; Vyavastha Chandrika, vol-11, p. 480

X Manusamhita, 111. 60

X Naradasmrti, X11. 28, Manusambhita, IX. 47

X Aanusambhita, 11 67
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has its ups and downs. In ancient India, dharmasastras indicate
the negativity of marriage also. To prevent any unwanted step
in marriage, dharmasastra discouraged and prohibited the
separation of husband and wife as it would frustrate the noble
object and purpose of marriage. Husbands must care of his
dharmapatni or sahadharmini*¥ Wedlock is a sacramental
holy union, not a contract. For a Hindu, marriage is mandatory
to discharge his debt to his ancestor (pitina), and without a wife
(ardhangint) a man cannot perform his duties. On the other
hand, dharmasastrakaras also advise to every wife to keep her
dignity by her calm behaviour® Erudites say— Sa@ bharya ya
pativrata. "

Pativratda means sadhvi who serves only her husband with
heart and soul by performing domestic works at father-in-law’s
home is the prime moto of her life. So, the husband is subjugated
to be able to get splendour.* Such a women is eligible to go
to the Heaven. Dharmasdstra advise to husband and wife to
live with each other till death without transgression or commit
adultery (Parasparavyabhicara) >

Everything is not perfect. Life is the mixing of petals of roses
and prik of prickles. After a several time of marriage, many
misunderstanding grows up but those are solved by mutual
understanding of husband, wife. According to dharmasdastra,
creating distance between husband and wife (regarding ups and
downs in their relation) Wouldn’t open up towards relatives or
the king—

Irsyasityasamutthe tu samrambhe ragahetuke.

XV Manusambhita, IX. 5-6

X Manusamhita, V. 139

i Hitopadesa, 1. 209

ik Manusamhita, V. 165-166, IX. 26-28

il A fanusamhita, IX. 101 with Manvarthamuktavali
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Dampati vivadeyatam na jiatisu na rajani..
Naradasmrti, XII. 89

Mr. Derreth has observed—

“Matrimonial disputes come before the king’s court Only
in highly exceptional circumstances, they were dealt with
within the family, the caste, the village, subject to the spiritual
supervision of the rajaguru or pandita whose duty it was to
see that varpasrama dharma was observed in the kingdom.
Just a panchayatas today deal with irregular unions, sexual
misbehavior and matrimonial discord, so too in ancient times,
problems between husband and wife were not to be handled by
the civil and criminal administration.”**

At an extreme point of tolerance, adjustment converts its
stage and it becomes a voidable marriage. Meaning of that
Sloka (Manusamhita, XII. 89) is the seed of voidable marriage.
Voidable marriage is a legal term under Hindu Marriage act
1955. About voidable marriage Wikipedia uploads definitions.
Let’s see one of those—

“A voidable marriage (also called an avoidable marriage) is
marriage which can be cancelled at the option of one of the
parties. The marriage is valid but subject to cancellation if
contested in court by one of the parties to the marriage. The
validity of a voidable marriage can only be made by one of the
parties to the marriage ; thus, a voidable marriage is cannot
be annulled after the death of one of the parties. A voidable
marriage is contrasted with a void marriage; which is one that is
on its face unlawful and therefore legally has no effect, whether
or not one of the parties challenges the marriage.”

XX The Death of Marriage Law; J. Duncan M. Derrett; Vikas Publishing
House — New Delhi; 1978; p. 58
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In modern Law generally the common reasons that would

make a marriage voidable include—

1. One of the parties being under the marriageable age.

2. The marriage was induced by fraud.

3. Intoxication at the time of marriage so that the party was
unable to understand the nature of the marital contract being
entered into.

Willingly voidable marriage was maintained also.  This
concept is reflected in fairy tales of Suyorani and duyorani in
provincial Literature, andaramahala of ancient age etc. Shortly
the meaning of voidable marriage in law that a voidable marriage
remains valid and binding till avoided it is and continues to be
valid marriage for all the purposes till a decree annulling it is
passed under section 12. No penalty is laid down for a voidable
marriage. While for a voidable marriage to put an end to it,
annulment is necessary.

Our society is under the ruling of paternalism. This is our firm
idea generally. For law, all are same (in ancient India and today
also). It is evident from Dharmasastra—

Nadustam diisayet kanyam nadustam disayed varam.

Dose tu sati ndagah syad anyonyam tyjajatostayoh..

Naradasmrti, XII. 31

Finally, broken heart wants separation, divorce. In
dharmasastras, there are many hints of divorce and separation.
Those are in following—

ajiatadosenodhd ya nirgatda nanyam asrita.

bandhubhih sa niyoktavya nirbandhuh svayam asrayet..

naste mrte pravrajite klibe ca patite patau.

paricasvapatsu narinam patiranyo vidhiyate..

Naradasmrti X11 96-97

Separation means living apart from wed-partner (still legally
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married) and Divorce means legal dissolution of wedlock. Trial,
Legal, permanent separation are chronological to get divorce.
Trial is the primary stage where the distance may get to an end
to re-union. In marital estrangement many reasons are there
as impotency,™ adultery™ mainly. The key $lokas about this
context are in following—
Irsyasandadayo ye 'nye catvarah samudahrtah.
Tyaktavyaste patitavat ksatayonya api striya..
Aksiptamoghabijjau ca patyavapratikarmani.
Patiranyah smrto narya vatsarardham pratiksya tu..
Naradasmrti, X11. 15-16
Anyasyam yo manusyah syad amanusyah svayositi.
Labheta sanyam bhartaram etat karyam prajapate h..
Naradasmyti, X11. 18
Adultery is one of the flaws of bride and bridegroom >
Dharmasastra stressed on adultery.  Wedlock is sensitive
relation, maintained and furnished by pair (husband and wife)
with love, care and affection. Marriage will slowly go to
the damage line due to deficiency of love and so on. It will
go by the channel of mental agony to strained relation. So,
adultery happens by a husband or a wife equally. Possibility and
responsibility are not from one side.* But, at special condition
adultery (sangrahana) is not seemed to be a flaw at marriage
life—
adustatyaktadarasya kltbasya ksayikasya ca.
svecchirupeyuso darair na dosah sahaso bhavet..
Naradasmrti, XII. 61

XX Section 12

xxdi - Section 13 (1) (i) of the Hindu Marriage act 1955, before the 1976
amendments and section 497

i Naradasmrti, X11. 36-37

i Afanusamhita, VIIL 358
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It is very interesting that, according to modern Indian law, an
adultery can be committed only by a man and not by women.**
Here ‘adustatyakta’ is important. It seems to be an offence
also. It is called by the name of ‘Desertion’ under the section
of 10(1), 13(1) (b) of Hindu Marriage Act In ancient India;
desertion is seemed strictly by the law. That’s why even after
the engagement, if bride refuse to marry his would be, he will
be punished™" as after engagement bride will treated as the
husband of the particular girl. False complaints or baseless
charges are also treated as punishable offence™"! Hence,
there are many reason to make crack in wedlock but here the
discussion has limitation. September,2018,the supreme court
declared 497 as dismissed. Though happiness is 493, 494, 496,
498, 498 (a) are still there. Life goes harder. Blackish sides of
wedlock stays in society from those old days to present and will
remain in future also. Only the statistics will go complicated.
Marriage and separation is like birth and death. But both pairs
are able under control by a good lifestyle. It is totally depends
on us.
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VESTANAVYAYOGAH : A CRITICAL
STUDY

Sushree Chakraborty*

Sanskrit is one of the oldest living languages of the world.
This language is well known for both its antiquity and continuity
through various phases of Indian civilisation. This pan-Indian
language with universal appeal is getting enriched every
single day as a number of scholars are contributing with their
masterpieces in different genres of literature composed in
this language. Deeply moved by the turmoil of the pressing
society, these scholars are selecting themes from contemporary
political, social, academic and industrial scenarios. So far as
the dramas from Bengal are concerned, this novel tendency
has been adopted by a good number of Bengalee dramatists.
“...fresh blood has been transfused into the fragile limb of
Sanskrit literature by comparatively modern writers like Mr.
Haridas Siddhantavagisa, Late Mm. Kalipada Tarkacharya, Late
Pt. Amarendranath Tripathi, Mm.Sreejib Nyayatirtha, Late Dr.
Siddheswar Chattopadhyay, Late Pt. Visweswar Vidyabhusan,
Late Dr, Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya and many others.” And
as a result, the modern Sanskrit literature of Bengal has been
gifted with the dramas like, ‘Candtandavam” composed by
Pt. Srijiva Nyayatirtha—a serio-comic playlet representing
the horror of the second World War; ‘Dharitripatinirvacanam’
by Dr. Siddheswar Chattopadhyay—a satiric play from an
international platform about the power-hungry countries and
the failure of UNO to control them; ‘Atha-kim’ composed by

*  Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Jogamaya Devi College,

Kolkata-700026,West Bengal, India
i ‘Sanskrit Studies in Bengal’(Article published in World Sanskrit
Conference,2001), Ramaranjan Mukherji,p-143
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the same dramatist—a play dealing with the hollowness of our
Indian democracy in a sarcastic way; ‘Janani’ by Dr. Gauri
Dharmapal—depicting the negligence towards the Sanskrit
language; ‘Vestanavyayogah’ composed by Dr. Birendra Kumar
Bhattacharya—a reproach to the strategy of ‘Gherao’ and
many others. The present discourse is an attempt to make
a critical evaluation of the drama mentioned last of all—the
‘Vestanavyayogah’.

Let us have a few words on ‘Vestana’ first. We all are well
acquainted with the word ‘Gherao’ in today’s world. The word
originated from Hindi ‘Gherna’ means to besiege. According to
Wikipedia, the word denotes a militant tactic used by the labour
activists and union leaders in India, where a group of people
would surround their employers or politicians or a building
premises until their demands are met or answers given. This
typically South Asian way of protest became popular in the
1960’s when political activists in West Bengal started practicing
this even for hours on stretch. Owing to popularity, the word
was added to the Concise English Dictionary in 2004.1

Let us discuss the features of a ‘Vyayoga’ now. ‘Vyayoga’
is a one-act play and the action extends not over a day. The
principal sentiments are ‘Vira’ and ‘Raudra’ and therefore, the
hero of the ‘Vyayoga’ is full of fury and heroism. His efforts are
vehement immediately after the stage of ‘Arambhavastha’ and
at once they run towards the ‘Phaldgamavastha’. This opinion
is supported by the authors of ‘Natyvadarpanah’ as they derive
the etymology of the word ‘Vydayoga’ this way— “visesena a
samantad yujyante karyartham samrabhante ‘treti vyayogah .11
In ‘Wwvayoga’there are combats, competition and rivalry, but not

i wikipedia.org

i Natyadarpana, Thanesh Chandra Upreti(ed.),p-234
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for obtaining a woman. It has no ‘Kaisikivrtti’ and has a smaller
number of woman characters. Almost all the characters of a
‘Vvayoga’ are males. This is why Dhanarijaya derives the word
‘Vyayoga’ like this— “vydyujyante asmin bahavah purusah” ™
Therefore, the title ‘Vestanavyayogah’ means a ‘Vyayoga’
revolving and utilising the issue of ‘vestana’i.e. ‘Gherao’.

It has already been mentioned that modern Sanskrit literature
has tried its hand on almost every contemporary issue. But we
find it surprising that the issue of ‘Gherao’ has been overlooked
to be selected as the theme of literature. The only writing
we get on this topic is this drama, placed to be discussed
here, is ‘Vestanavyayogah’ written by Dr. Birendra Kumar
Bhattacharya. It is therefore of utmost importance for the
inquisitive students of modern Sanskrit literature to come to
know about this unique composition. The drama was first
published in 1971 by Sanskrit Sahitya Parisat. We are now about
to throw some light on it’s gist and to estimate the literary value
of this exceptional work.

Let’s first get introduced with the playwright. Dr. Rta
Chattopadhyay informs us—“Dr. B.K. Bhattacharya, born
in 1917 at Sylhet district (now in Bangladesh),a senior [.A.S
officer, a P.R.S and D.Lit (1949) of the University of Calcutta
served the Government of West Bengal and Indian Government
in various capacities...”" He has left remarkable contribution
in Sanskrit literature especially in the field of Sanskrit drama
with new experiments in themes and metres. It needs a special
mention that he is one of the pioneers to attempt sonnet in
Sanskrit. Beside Sanskrit, he has proved himself industrious
enough in English and Bengali writings also.

V' Dasariipakam (3rd Chapter), Acharya and Das(ed.),p-69
v Modern Sanskrit Dramas of Bengal [20th century A.D.], Rta
Chattopadhyay, p.-258
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Let’s come to the story of the play. The plot is pretty small
to fit in a one-act play. In the background of early ‘70s, an
agitated group of labours (namely Abhijit, Satrajit, Jayadratha
and Arijit),along with their leader (Sasijaya) enters the factory
where they work at. They are bringing charges against the
authority of depriving them monetarily and on other facilities
also. Some peaceful previous discussions came out with no
results. Therefore, they come in some heated exchanges of
words with the general manager and the labour supervisor of the
factory. Ultimately, they opted for their last resort and gheraoed
them for long hours. Finally, with the help of a minister (Kalkin)
negotiating between both the parties, the demands of the labours
are promised to be met.

The playwright has handled several issues with great expertise
in the limited span provided in a one-act play. He has drawn
a precise pen-picture of the-then labour situation, their socio-
economic standard and their way of protest. He also depicted the
helplessness of the labours as well as the factory officials also.
And all these are done in a brief and still intense manner with
great literary style. Let’s focus on the scenario he has crafted for
the readers.

The story of the drama starts with the agitation of the labours.
They find their capitalist employers as the actual reason for their
poverty. According to them, the bourgeois industrialists are
getting more and more rich at the expense of their exploitation—
“suciram vayam vimarditah sositasca krirairdhanikaih...cirena
pravaricita vayam Silpadhisairdhanikaih ™ etc. It’s the labours
who have to work for long hours inside the factory experiencing
hell every single day. The furnaces not only burn their limbs,
but their lives too— “Kastakaram kalam kalayamo vayam

Vi Vestanavyayogah, Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya, p.-04
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narakasadyse gahvare. agnigarbhascullyo jivitanasman dahanti
ratrindivam”—
“Pinasti cakrarnaramarmakosam
bhinatti gatram kharalouhasiicya
karalajihvah khalu yantradaityaih
sramarthino no rabhasena bhurnkte.

The employees are not even being given enough salary to
carry on their lives properly— “Pranadharanavartanam na
diyate tairasmabhyam” ¥ And all these lead to nowhere but to
the immoral imbalance of the effort and the reward.

The socio-economic situation, also, is completely jeopardised.
Market is highly inflated and the price of commodities is rising
higher and higher every single day. The supply and demand
ratio has failed. Things are not available in open market but
easily available in black markets only— “Maharghani jatani
sarvavastini, tathapi dusprapyani prakasahattesu yadyapi
labhyani tani krsnahattesu” ™  Poverty and crime have a
very intimate relation. Hence, people, being frustrated with
their poverty, choose the way of crime for their livelihood.
There is no value of human life left. Murdering people on
petty issues has been a common incident— “Manusyajivanam
pasupranebhyo’pi manyate heyataram, ato narahatya kriyate
tucchdatitucchahetoh”.* Honestly, which used to be valued as
moral character, is giving way to dishonesty— “anrtam jayate
sarvatra, satyam tu nadriyate” Today neither knowledge,
nor morality is appreciated. Only wealth, be it earned even in

»vii

wrong ways, is admired— “durdcaro’pi vittavan pujyate,na
Vil Tbid. p-11

Vil [bid, p-5

X Ibid. p-3

¥ Ibid.

X Ibid.
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»xii

vidyavatta na va caritryam’™", “Arthakriyakaritvam manye
satyasvariipam” % The whole India, specially the West Bengal,
has been filthy with corruption, crime, fraud, violence and all
kinds of foul plays— “Papapiirnam sanijatam no jambudvipam
visesatah pascimabangakhyam khanditam rastram” X

So, this is the picture of complete disappointment and
dissatisfaction. The labours are struggling through a real hard
time. The factory owners are not paying any heed to their
repeated request of pay hike and other facilities. Appeals,
demands, discussions, agitation, cease-work—they have turned
all the stones. But all went in vain. Now the cornered labours
have no way left except some aggressive steps against those
representatives of the capitalist system. And the step is nothing
other than a kind of boss-napping; it’s the gherao. This weapon
has already been proven effective in a number of precedents. So
these labours also, have chosen gherao as their final resort.

Moreover, the labours have got certain political and moral
support from the-then society. After the termination of British
rule, democracy was initiated. Democracy is ‘for the people’,
‘by the people’, ‘of the people’. All the systems now are in favor
of the common people only. The characters of this play say—
“Rastracakramadhuna ganahastacalitam™, “Rastravidhih
sramarthinam soukhyasubhaya kalpate. Dhanikavyamsako yati
rajadvare bidambanam™v', “Sampratam khalu ganavijayah
siicyate sarvatra,visesato goudabhiibhdge ™" etc. There is
another very significant switch in the political mindset of the

Xl bid.

xiil  hid. p-5
XV bid. p-3
X Ibid. p-4
i Ibid, p-7
i Thid, p-2
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people of West Bengal. Communism has set a very strong
foothold here. People of almost all the classes and sections
are highly influenced by the communist theories. So are
the labours. They are dreaming of a society structured upon
the common ownership of the production and money. They
want all kinds of political, social and economic disparities
between the working class and the capitalist class to be wiped
off by ascribing the ownership to the community or to the
state. They are eagerly waiting to establish the reign of the
Proletariat— “Dhanavaisamyamiilakam sSrenivibhagam vilopya
Sramdjivasdasanam pravartayitum cestamahe vayam. vittesanam
dhanam ca karmina eva upabhunjate kalena—

Apasya sarvavaisamyam sthapyate samyasasanam

svatantryam labhyate smabhirnagarikairasamsayam. "

In order to live their dream, they have to come in direct conflict

with their employers. And to combat the politically connected
and financially solvent capitalist class, they have got a new and
effective weapon—gherao. The labours are praising ghearo to
their heart’s content—

“Astram no navinam vestananamakam

pasupatad bhrsam sanitam.

turnam hanti niinam nisthurasasakam

Xix
b

kena bhavedidam varitam.’
“vestanam vestanam vestanam kevalam

vestanam yacchati ksatralabhyam phalam.

citte jighamsd nrtyatu josam

stokam na manye chadma sadosam

2IXX

nirbalabalam vigrahe kausalam.
The potency of gherao is realized everywhere—

wili Thid. p-6
XX Jbid. p-4
X bid. p-7
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“abhinavamantram durbalanam vestanam nama. amoghametat
sarvatra” ' Not in the factories only, gherao is being highly
acclaimed and appreciated as a tool of protest in courts, in
parliament, in officer’s quarters and in police stations too—
“vestanam dharmadhikarane, vestanam mahakarane, vestanam
ca bhuktipatinilaye vestanam tatha araksakendresu—
vestanam purastadathatra prsthataste
daksine yathd vestanam tathaiva vame
vestanam hi nama candrayanam vratam navinam
kvasti vah kalau sarthako dvitiyamargah. ™4
The defiant protesters stretch this gherao even for long hours
and act mercilessly keeping the locked-in people hungry and
thirsty. One of the conversations of this play goes like this—
“nahi nahi. sakrd dasto jano dvitiye vare savadhano jayate.
dhitmapanena cittavinodanam kurvatam vilasinau. ™
Gherao has been appreciated and venerated in such a high
esteem, that the playwright is humorously saying that if Kalkin
is the sovereign deity of this prevailing Kaliyuga, gherao
is definitely his newest and deadliest weapon— “kaliyuge
vangesvabirbhiitah Sriharerdasamavatarah kalki,... adhund sa
vestananamnd navayudhen manditah, ™ “kaliyuge etadeva
sarvamangalakarakam ™ etc. This play ends also, in a satiric
note that this crowd-pleasing weapon is bringing great fame to
Kalkin—
“.... pratanyatam disi disi kalkino yasah

0 Tbid. p-5
il Thid, p-7
xiil Thid, p-13
X Thid, p-2
XV Thid, p-15
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Sriyam jayam janayatu vestanayudham. ™!

The playwright has drawn a brief sketch of the-then political
situation with bitty but brainy strokes. It’s a time of despair
and the statesmen are taking full advantage of the turmoil. The
disappointed come to the political leaders or to the political
unions for some feasible solution. But most of the time
they are misled by these big shots. The politicians often
manipulate this man-power for their own good. In most of
the cases, it’s the politicians who instigate the workers to take
destructive steps— ‘“nairasyavasdttu netrparamarsacca te
svadharmam vihdya unmargam samavalambate. netarasca
pravena  svakaryasadhandartham — karminah  pranodayanti
karmavighatadau vyapare. ™1

labour movements and politics always go hand in hand
and if the labours are misdirected once, everything goes out
of control and gets really tough to run an organization—
“rajanitimanugacchati sramikandolanam, ato na sarvada
susthu paricalitah Silpasamsthasramikah....” >

There is one point, Dr. Bhattacharya has brought our attention
to political obedience. Once a person registers himself as a
member of a certain party or certain union, he is supposed to
obey all the instructions till his last breath. Every party demands
unquestionable obedience from the members. Sometimes, some
of the party-policies are not approved by the conscience, but
they have nothing else to do, but to comply with it. This is what
happens to one of the characters of this play. The person, named
Jayadratha, is one of the protestor workers. But this aggressive
mode of protest is not being appreciated by him. We see him
opposing this violence several times— “satyameva jayati

i hid, p-16
il Thid, p-9
il Thid, p-9
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. XXIX 66

nanrtam himsa va kadapi , ‘... balaprayoga eva vestanasya
svaripam himsa casya millamantrah. Satyagrahibhyo na rocate
XXX etc. He is absolutely in favour of peaceful
open discussions with the industrialists, with the negotiation of
some party-leaders if needed, but is in dead against to this gherao
and all other violent modes— “alocanena asmanmatam tan
grahayitum Saknumah. rdjasaktiscadhuna janapratinidhinam

astramidrsam..

haste tisthati. tad balaprayogasya vestanaripasya kim
prayojanam? %

The playwright has used Jayadratha to criticise the marxist
theory of the common ownership of wealth. All the agitated
workers are talking about the distribution of the riches of the
affluent class among the poor proletariats, whereas Jayadratha
is looking at the flip-side also. He opines that, only the
distribution of the wealth among all, cannot lead to any
achievement. The only change that will take place is that
everyone will be poor. Affluence cannot be achieved only
by demolishing of the affluent class— “dhanikalopena na
kadapi dhanavardhanam syaditi me vitarkah” > According
to him, setting and running big organisations like factories
are never possible if the industrialists get poor. Nowhere the
Government-undertaken organisations are doing well. What
will happen to the working class if there is no support system
of their subsistence— “sarvavittavantanena daridribhavanti
sarva eva. etena Silpasamsthanam samunnatirvyahata bhavet...
rastrayattasya silpasya na kutrapi pasyami srivrddhim -

rddhih krtsna janayati dhanam sarvanrnam sukhdartham
vittesanam na ca khalu krtih kevalam svarthasiddhaye

XX Thid. p-5
XX Thid, p-5
xad Thid, p-6
xxXii Ibid.



VESTANAVYAYOGAH : A CRITICAL STUDY

nitva dainyam dhanavitaranat Silpadaksat samantat
kvasti ksemah sukhamapi tatha karmino vrttihaneh. 1
And if this situation comes true, the national prosperity will be
largely affected to do the labour’s welfare and that is not at all
a covet achievement for a nation— “jatiyasamrddherhanirna
kalpate Sramikamangalaya.”™ But this kind of divergent
thinking arouses annoyance among the co-protestors. They
admonish Jayadratha rudely, commenting that he is biased
and is behaving like a bondsman— “mohagrastastvamapi
Jayadratha, sramiko’pi vadasi vacamsi kritadasa iva.”*
Finally, Jayadratha has to be compliant not to be considered
as a traitor, comes at unoin’s beck and call and joins in a

song in praise of gherao— “naham grhasatrurbibhisanah.
nijamatat samghamatam atiricyate. ahamapi  gasyami
vestanavijayam. Vi

As well as of the labours, the playwright has depicted the
helplessness of the factory officials also. As he was attached to
many government and non-government organisations, he has
been able to give first-hand experience of the office-workers.
We see, the character <ilpadhyaksah’, meaning the general
manager, is fed-up with different kinds of disturbances he has
to face every single day. He agrees that the management didn’t
provide a proper salary to the workers before. Therefore, the
grievance of the labours was quite justified at that time. But
now the scenario has changed. The labours are being given
salary and other facilities, like dearness allowance, medical help
etc. adequately now-a-days. The service of the workers also
has been confirmed and permanent as per rule— “vartanam

xxxiii Ibid.
XXXiv Ibid.
XV Tbid.
%000 Thid, p-7
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maharghadeyam cikitsavyayasahdayyam sarvamidam diyate,
niyogasthayitvam ca vihitam Sramikavidhisammatam. ™ So
now there is no need for this kind of churning disturbances, for
which the whole organisation goes malfunctioning. The workers
are extremely unmotivated about their job. Politics has been their
only concern. As the results, the production rate of the factories
is dwindling every single day— “utpadanahrdasapaddhatim
srayante karminah. svakarmani na tatha utsahante te yatha
rajanaitikdlocane. 1
The situation of the managerial section is truly pathetic in this
mayhem. If they plead for the workers, they get to be rebuked
by the authority; if they assert the authority, they are pronounced
as an adversary of the workers. Their professional life seems
to be under a double-edged sword— “ubhayasankatapannah
khalu vayam-
Karmotkarsam yadi ghatayitum calakah samyatante
manyante te Sramikanicayairnirghynd vyaghrakalpah.
karmiksemam janayitumalam tatprayaso yadi syat
Silpavyalan ganayati tu tan grdhnukah svamipaksa
The playwright has pointed to another serious aspect. Due
to this continuous unrest, the industrialists are compelled to
wind up the business or to liquidate it. In both cases, the future
of the labours becomes really uncertain. This uncertainty,
followed by the financial crisis, pushes them into illegal
deeds. Beside this, the number of educated but jobless youth
is increasing day by day. They are also not able to join a
suitable job if the business-persons close everything and leave
the state. Thus it becomes a vicious cycle of these kinds of
turmoil and unemployment and crime, which finally leads

h 2IXXXIX
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the society to an aimless and listless route— “Siksita api
karmahinah santi bahavo yubano idanim. parantu niyogaratd
vartanvrddhaye satatam ghatayanti karmavyaghatam. tanna
kriyate navasilpasthapanam dhanapatibhih, karmahinasca
samajavirodhi vrttam Srayante.”™
Let’s have a look at the literary value of this playlet. The

language is lucid enough. The dialogues are not too long
and therefore suitable to stage. The span and the number of
incidents are appropriate to fit in a one-act play. There are
forty slokas in the play and most of them are in favour of poetic
excellence of the playwright. Beside the common and familiar
metres like Harint, Rucira, Mandakranta, Malini, Vasantatilaka,
Upendravajra, Vamsasthavila etc., the writer has used metres
like Sragvini, Vasanti, Paficacamara, Kusumalatavellita etc.
which are rare in use. Some of the verses are resonant due to the
nice usage of alliteration and metres. For example—

“Dhatra nrbhyo laghupadayugmam

dattam niina drutasaranartham.

vighnah sadyah samudita arya

Sighram yavo nanu nijavasam.

“vestanam vestanam vestanam kevalam

vestanam yacchati ksatralabhyam phalam. etc.

The playwright has a good hold on the wusage of

‘Arthagaurava’. Let us site some example—

“Satyadrte kim jayate jayarha

mauhiirtalabho nantimah prakarsah ™%,

“asatah sangadosena sajjano pi nipidyate.

»oxli
b

»xlii

X Tbid. pp. 8-9
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paramo dosabhan ninam kirnkarasca sathaprabhoh.”™

etc. These ‘Arthagaurava’-s are of great virtue as they
have enhanced the worth of the writing. The playwright has
a spontaneous handling of similes. ‘Upama’, ‘Utpreksa’,
‘Atisayoktih —utilization of all these figures of speeches are
appropriate. He has done good enough with descriptive figure of
speeches like ‘Svabhavoktih’, as well as with contrasting figure
of speech like ‘Watirekah’ also.

The play consists of only two junctures— ‘Mukha’
and  ‘Nirvahana’. Upaksepa-Yukti-Samadhana  etc.
Mukhasandhyanga-s and  Paribhasana-Ananda-Prasasti

etc. Nirvahanasandhyanga-s are adapted spontaneously by
the playwright. The writer has deployed a number of dramatic
techniques to accomplish his work. He stared the play with
‘Nandi’ offering homage to Kalkideva. The story is followed
by ‘Prastavana’ which is performed by the ‘Siutradhara’ and
a helpmate named Gajadanta. The type of the ‘Prastavana’ is
‘Prayogatisaya’. The writer claims to use the ‘Pravesaka’ type
of ‘Arthopaksepaka’, but the features of ‘Pravesaka’ are not
maintained here. Prof. Radhaballav Tripathi has pointed that
this play cannot be considered as a perfect ‘Vyayoga’, because
of the usage of ‘Pravesaka’ and the absence of deities and

demons— “GEISITANT hl STTANT 3762 hgl AT §,9¢ SATANT
THeh €Yk YehX oh ST SHA f=Id et ¢ | SHeh U1 T a1
3R 71 EIoRY T o TT T g ¢ | SATNT & HATeh -Tel il | I
TTeehehT - UAZToh! ST T-INT Il foraT g 17 ¢

The writer has tried his hand on comic relief also. When
the protestors allow the locked-in people to smoke, when
being bored by the hour-long gherao they start singing on their

v hid, p-13
% Samskrta Sahitya ] Visavi Satabdr, Radhaballav Tripathi,p-1901
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own—these scenes automatically arouse laughter. Following
the convention of Sanskrit dramas, the play ends with the
‘Bharatavdkya’. It anticipates a better relationship between the
workers and the industrialists and shows great reverence to the
gherao-fortified deity Kalkin.

We are at the concluding part of the discussion. The present
discourse is an attempt to evaluate ‘Vestanavyayogah’, an
exceptional drama based on an unconventional theme. While
discussing Bengal’s contribution in modern Sanskrit literature,
scholars, critics and theorists of the recent age find this
drama as a worth-mentioning admirable piece of work. Dr.
K.K.Dutta commented that this drama “... bear the testimony
of his (Dr. Birendra Kumar Bhattacharya) dramatic talent.” **
The authorities of the modern Sanskrit literature, namely
Dr. Nandadula Mitra, Prof. Radhaballav Tripathi, Prof. Rta
Chattopadhay all have assessed the drama the same way. It
should be a delightful duty to any inquisitive student of modern
Sanskrit literature to study and research on the various aspects
of this unique drama.
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