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Foreword
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Om. May my speech be established in
the mind, and in turn let my mind be
established in speech. O Self-effulgent
Brahman (the Supreme Being)! Reach me
through and through! May my speech
and mind be capable of revealing to me
the inner meaning of the Vedic mantras.
Let my learning never leave me [but
be a constant source of inspiration and
guidance]. May I be attuned day and night
to the spirit of the Holy Scriptures that I
have learnt. May I be truthful in speech
and in thought. May the Supreme Being
(Brahman) protect me (the disciple).
May Brahman protect my teacher. [I
repeat,] may He protect me and protect
my teacher. May He protect my teacher.
Om Peace, Peace, Peace!

The present issue of our Research Journal
Prajnaloka of the Department of Sanskrit Studies,



which has since been rechristened as the
Department of Sanskrit and Philosophy with
enlarged scope of academic achievement, under
the School of Indian Heritage, Ramakrishna
Mission Vivekananda Educational and Research
Institute, is now being published after some
delay. It was to have been published on the
occasion of the University Foundation Day on
4 July 2021. This journal, as mentioned in my
Foreword to an earlier issue, is a reverential
attempt to worship surabharati by our faculty
of the Department of Sanskrit Studies. Our
hearty congratulations to the faculty members
of the Department on this sustained effort and
tenacious pursuit of this literary endeavour.
May Surabharati Medhadevi Vagdevi Saraswati
illumine our hearts by making them Her eternal
abode and bless us with the awakening and
blazoning of the Light of Wisdom, Prajialoka, is
the humble prayer of

Belur Math Swami Atmapriyananda
4 July 2021 Pro-Chancellor
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In Search of Bhiima
Banani Barman* I

Regarding asrama dharma

The ancient thinkers enumerated four stages
of life known as asrama. The scheme of the
four-fold asramas or stages of life is a unique
contribution of India to the thought of the ancient
world. The four asramas are- bramacarya,
garhastya, vanaprastha and sannyasa. It is
integrated with the concept of purusartha or
four proper aims of life in hindu philosophy
namely dharma, artha, kama and moksa. Each
stage has an ethical guideline for the individual
and for the society. However, proper observance
of asrama dharma helps one to overcome
all sorts of calamities and difficulties and to
attain moksa. Moreover, it is well-known that
Hinduism divides society into four classes and
specific duties to each class and stage of life
has been prescribed. Prof. S. K. Maitra nicely
defined- “.the duties of varna and asrama
together constitute the code of relative duties,
the duties of station in life, the duties obligatory
on the individual in consequence of social status,
temperament, specific powers and capacities.”

According to various Ssastric literature of
the Indian tradition the following are the duties
associated with each asramas. Brahmacarya is

*  Assistant Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, P. R. Thakur Govt.
College, Thakurnagar, Gaighata, 24Pgs(N), West Bengal.

i Maitra Susil Kumar, 2013, The Ethics of the Hindus,
Kolkata: University of Calcutta, p-1
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the stage of a student or the period of study and
self-discipline. By all means he should respect
his guru, observe purity and avoid amusements
etc. Garhastyasrama is the most vital stage in
life as it offers the largest scope for service and
sacrifice. Itis in this period that one could pay the
debts that one owes to gods, gurus, dependants
and ancestors by performing sacrifice. It is the
foundation of other asramas. Manusamphita
establishes that men in all the three states are
sustained by householders only, with knowledge
and food, therefore this stage is considered as
the highest state.! In vanaprasthasrama, one
has to lead the life of a forest dweller. It is the
life of contemplation and of gradual withdrawal
from worldly ties. After passing through the
bramacarya and grhastha dharma one should
leave for the forest with or without his wife.
After the vanaprastha one should enter the
sannyasasrama. In this stage he leads a life of
complete renunciation.

II

Cases where asrama dharma was not followed

The system of asrama is not mere theory,
the duties mentioned for the four orders help
man’s journey towards perfection. Here 1
would like to cite few cases where this chain
of asrama system was ignored. The lives of
Gautam Buddha, Sri Caitanyadeva and Acarya

i yasmat trayopyasramino jnanenannena cénvaham.
grhasthenaiva dharyante tasmaj jyesthaSramo
grhi/Manusamphita-3.78
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Sankara are selected for this discussion. All of
them broke the continuity of asrama system.
Siddhartha, the son of king Suddhodana of Sakya
clan had decided to leave his royal responsibility,
his loyal wife and newly born son in order to
realize enlightenment. He left the palace secretly
at deep night without taking permission of his
wife. Prof. Rajendraprasad in his article “On
Historiography of Classical Indian Ethics” deals
with a poetry written by Maithili Sharan Gupt,
The poet raised an alternative voice of Yasodhara.
Siddhi hetu swami gaye,
yaha gaurava ki bata,
Para cori cori gaye,
yahi bada vyaghata.
[ Yashodhara, section-5]
It means- Yasodhara stated that it is a matter
of great honour that her husband has gone
away in order to attain salvation. However,
he went away like a thief which makes her
mournful. Through the voice of Yasodhara,
Prof. Rajendraprasad argued that “if liberation
is such a great thing, why does he not have the
courage to wake them up and tell them of his
plan to go away before departing?”™¥ Bani Basu
the famous writer of Bengali literature in her
Maitreya Jatak raised same kind of alternative

i Padma Bhushan Sri Maithili Sharan Gupt (1886-1964) is
recognised as one of the most important modern Indian
poets.

v A Historical-Developmental Study of Classical Indian
Philosophy of Morals, p.1
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voice of Yasodhara.y

Similar incident occurred in the case of
Visnupriyadevi. Pandit Viswambhara or Nimai
Pandit (nick name of Sri Caitanyadev) wanted
to abandon hearth and home, mother and wife,
friends and devotees, to become a sannyasin
as his brother Visvartp had done. The greatest
hurdle on the way were his mother Sacidevi and
his wife Visnupriya. After much persuasion and
subtle appeals, he got their extremely unwilling
consent. There exists another rumour regarding
thisissue. When he took a resolution of accepting
a monastic vow, he wished to inform the news
only five and they were- Sacidevi, Gadadhara,
Brahmananda, Sri Candrasekhara, Mukunda.
However, Visnupriyadevi was not among the
five. As described in Caitanya Bhagavata-

Amar Janani gadadhara, brahmananda/
Sricandrasekharacarya, apar mukunda//
[Caitanya Bhagavata 2.26.60]

However, one night in January 1510, without
the knowledge of any one, when the whole of
Navadvipa (hometown of Sri Caitanya situated
at Nadia district of West Bengal) was asleep he
went away from home. Sri Caitanya left his
house at deep night without the permission of
his loyal wife.

Sankara’s case was different. Sarnkara was
an Indian philosopher and theologian who
expounded the doctrine of Advaita Vedanta.
According to one tradition Sarikara was born
into a pious nambudiri Brahmin family in a

v Maitreya Jatak, pp. 355-356
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quiet village called Kaladi on the bank of periyar
river, Kerala Southern India. It is said that he
had lost his father, Sivaguru early in his life
and he was raised under the loving care of his
mother. Right from his childhood he was keen
on becoming a monk which was against his
mother’s will. Sankara knew exactly what he
had to do. Once Sarikara was taking birth in the
purna river suddenly a crocodile caught hold
of his leg and started to drag him. Since every
hindu is supposed to enter the phase of sannyasa
before death he urged her mother to allow him
to die as a monk. Having no choice, she gave her
permission. As soon as she gave her consent
the crocodile let go his leg immediately. Sarikara
was miraculously unharmed and went on to
become a monk as his mother had already given
him the permission to do so (famous hearsay
about Sankara’s life). In the case of Sarnikara we
find that he made a trick to get a permission
from his mother. It is one kind of vipralipsa
which creates moral vice. He overturned the
basic discipline (speaking truth) of a brahmacari
as he was on this stage. Moreover, he was the
only child of his parents and it was perhaps his
utmost duty to take care of his old mother.

I11
Dilemma: asrama specific duties vs spiritual
crisis
Our classical Indian thinkers do not make

even a mild objection against Gautama’s or
Sri Caitanyadeva’s activity even critics never
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accuse Sankara for using a trick to secure
mother’s permission for sannyasa. According
to the history of Indian axiology Siddhartas’s
‘mahaviniskramana’ is considered as highly
commendable. Any Vaisnava never accuse
Sri Caitanyadeva for his grhatyaga rather our
tradition glorifies such incidents. @ However,
to take care of one’s wife and child to trust
one’s wife to respect the individuality, dignity,
independent opinion of her as a human being
are the moral duties of a husband. Primarily,
we should keep in mind that both Gautama
and Sri Caitanya were belonging to garhastya
asrama. Therefore, to take care is of one’s
wife were their utmost duties of this specific
stage of life. They both disobeyed the minimum
promise of conjugal life. They ignored moral
obligations. The duties of the married life are
obligatory on whoever has married and has a
family. According to Manusamhita the duty of
all husband to take care their wives. Considering
that the highest duty of all castes, even weak
husbands strive to guard their wives."

Now the question is: are their actions should
be morally justified. This question will be
entertained in the very next section.
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The status of Kinnaras in Ancient
India and Modern India and also
mostly based on Sanskrit

Literature
Nilachal Mishra*

Introduction

Sanskrit Literature is very vast and divided
into two parts like Classical Literature and Vedic
Literature. There is a beautiful description
of the purusartha catusthayas, and which main
intention is meant for the development of human
beings.

At first, the Brahmana text like Sathapatha
Brahmana describes of the Kinnaras who are the
men of sheep faced (Asvamukhi). In the Classical
Sanskrit Literature like the Mahabharata and the
Ramayana described the subjects of Kinnaras
vividly. In Valmiki Ramayana, Ayodhya kanda,
when Lord Srirama accepts the order to stay
fourteen years in the forest with his younger
brothers Laksmana and Janakanandini Sita, at
that time every people of Ayodhya with many
ladies, gents, and Kinnaras went out of the city,
Ayodhya for leaving their dearest Lord Srirama.
All the people were returned to their homes but
except the Kinnaras, and they are waited at that
place till returning of their Lord, Srirama to the
kingdom, Ayodhya.

Hindu Mythology describes the Kinaras

* Lecturer in Sanskrit, K.C.P.A.N Jr. College, Bankoi, Khurda,
Odisha, India
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who are paradigmatic lovers, and a celestial
musician, part human, part horse, and also a
part bird, Buddhist mythology describes the
characters of the two beloved mythological
characters, and they are the benevolent half-
human, half-bird, and they are known as the
kinnaras and Kinnaris. It is believed they have
come from the Hindu the Himalayas, and it is
often seen, they are the wellbeing of human
society at the time of danger or any trouble.

Kimpurusas are described as lion-headed
beings Kim ( Is it? ) + Purusa (man), which is
the splitting of the word like Kimpurusa, and
literally translated as ‘Is it human?. Kinnaras
and kimpurusas are related most likely the same
tribe. Some puranas mention the kinnaras as
horse-headed.

Puranas mentions the devil with horse-
headed, and he is known as Hayagriva, who is
also horse headed in Sanskrit. That Asura was
killed by Lord Visnu who incarnated as a similar
form of a horse-headed human figure. The great
epic the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, and
the Puranas describe Himalayas as the living
place of Kinnaras.

There are a description of two actors in
the Mahabharata who are the Kinnaras and
they worked the developmental works for
developing of the Pandavas, their first name
is Sikhandi and second is the son of Arjuna,
Iravan. Sikhandi fulfilled his vow after the
death of the grandfather, Bhisma. And Iravan
helped his grandfather, Arjuna in the battle
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of Kurukshetra by showing his heroic deeds
to all. (Mahabharata, Sabhaparva, Vanaparva,
Bhismaparva, Chapter-83, 90, 91).

As per the view of his grandfather Bhisma
of the Mahabharata, the Kinnaras become
very obedient and they can be engaged as the
servant in the inner house of the kings. The
city named Kartikeya Nagara was always filled
with the singing of the Kinnaras. (Mahabharata,
Santiparva).

There is a description of visiting of the
Arjuna towards the cities of Kinnaras. The hero
Arjuna went to the kimpurusaas by crossing the
Dhavalagiri which was saved by Drumaputra.
(Mahabharata, Sabhaparva).

The definition of Kinnaras is given in
the Amarakosa like this. ‘Syatkinnarah kim’
purusasturangavadano mayulh’ means the
Kinnaras and the kimpurusas are the same and
such word used for the kinnaras in the Sanskrit
literature. The beautiful description of Kinnaras
is seen in the Mahakavya, Kumarasambhavam
by Kalidasa like this.

Udvejayatyadagaliparsinabhagan
margesailibhiitahimepi yatra.

Na durvahasrosipayodhararta bhidati
mandam gatimasvamukhyabh..

YatramSukaksepavilajjitanam’
yadrcchayakimpurusangananam.

Darigrhadvaravilambibimvasastiraskarinyo
Jjalada bhavanti..

(Kumarasambhavam, Canto
1, Sloka 14).
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Further, In another place of
Kumarsambhavam of Kalidasa, Kinnara girls
have participated in a singing program and they
have got accompany with Parvati, the daughter
of the mountain, Himalaya. The description of
Kumarsambhavam is seen as follows:

Upattavarne carite Pinakinah
savaspakanthaskhalitaih padairiyam.
Anekasah kinnararajakanyaka
Vanantasangitasakhirarodayat..
(Kumarasambhavam, Canto
V, Sloka 56).

When Parvati sings the songs of the Lord
Siva, at that time, the daughter of Kinnara Kings
gave the accompany with her in the dancing
programs in the forest, and the Kinnara girls
are naturally competent in the works of music,
which is described by the poet, Kalidasa in
Raghuvams&sam like this.

Vrttam™ Ramasya Valmikeh Kkrtistvau
kimharasvanau.
Kim' tadyena mano hartumalam’ syatam’
na srnvatam..
(Raghuvamsam 15.64)
Visnudharmotora Purana describes the
Kinnaras like this.

Kinnarakhya kimpurusah nagah
kadrusuta matah.

Sidha vidyadharah prokta
devaratmastathapsara..

(Visnudharmottara Purana, Sastriya
chapter, page 21)
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This is the story of the Kinnarasthat, they are
the son of the Gandharvas, Nagas, and kadrus,
and they are competent in many vidyas. So they
are the soul of the gods and like the apsaras.
Kalidasa, the great poet of Sanskrit says:

Yah purayan kicakarandhrabhagan
darimukhothena samiranena.
Udgasyatamicchati kinnaranam’
tanpradayitvamivopagantum.
(Kumarsambhavam,
Canto I, Sloka 8)

Kalidasa says in Meghadutam that, the
bamboos make a sound which is very melodious
and the kinnara girls were singing the songs of
the Lord Mahadeva’s tripurasura winning story.
If your sound makes the sound of mrdanga, then
the singing of Mahadeva’s song fulfills all the
things. The description of Kalidasa’s voice is like
this.

Savdayante madhurmanilaih  kicakah
puryamanah
Samsthabhistripuravijayo giyate
kinnaribhih.
Nihardaste muraja eva cetkandersu
dhvanih svyat
Sanghatartho nanu pasupatstatra bhavi
samagrabh..
(Purvamegha).
Puranas describe the Kinnaras, and the
system of callings of the Kinnaras are described
in Visnudharmottara Purana very beautifully,
and the Kinnaras come by the calling. Purana
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says:
Avahayisyami tatha kinnarah
devagayanan.
Ayantu kinnarah survey susvarastu
sulacana..

Today’s Indian law about the Kinnaras

‘Recognition of transgenders as the third
gender is not a social or medical issue but a
human rights issue’ It is said by Hon’ble Justice
K.S Radhakrishnan of Supreme Court of India,
who headed the two-judge Supreme Court
Bench. The Court says:

‘Transgenders are also citizens of India, and
they must be provided equal opportunity to
grow.

The court order provides the legal sanctity
to the third gender Laxmi Narayan Tripathi who
was the petitioner of the case welcomed such
type of judgment and telling that the community
had suffered from a long time in the field of
discrimination and ignorance. In the year 2009,
the Election Commission of India took a good
step by giving permission to choose their gender
as ‘other’ on ballot forms (bbc.com).

Kinnaras are called the third gender in our
society and it is known that their sexual organs
are not fully developed. As per a calculation of
2011 of India, there are 4.9 lakhs kinnaras are
lived in the whole of India, and among them, 37
thousand kinnaras are also lived in the state like
Uttar Pradesh.

Under the chairmanship of our Hon’ble
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Prime Minister Sri Narendra Modiji has passed a
personal bill in the assembly of the betterment
of kinnaras, and they have accepted the third
gender as per the judgment of the Supreme
Court of India. And by which order, Kinnaras
are able to gain all the facilities about social life,
education, and also in the field of economical
benefits.!
Conclusion

From the above discussions, it is concluded
that the kinnaras are not the same as the
common people, they possess some extra-
ordinary qualities and some divine qualities but
the society looks them as not the same people as
us. Nowadays their social status increases and
they are now eligible to get the same rights as
the livings of common people because they have
lives and they are also human beings and not
different from others.
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