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Foreword

% TS AN St H A 1 SfafgaH) st
il e | Ui ofd § W TR R,
Gegad AT | G | qHad | dghRAad)|
AR ARl

30 Rz RAT(ecl: ATl 11

Om. May my speech be established in the mind, and
in turn let my mind be established in speech. O Self-
effulgent Brahman (the Supreme Being)! Reach me
through and through! May my speech and mind be ca-
pable of revealing to me the inner meaning of the Vedic
mantras. Let my learning never leave me [but be a con-
stant source of inspiration and guidance]. May I be at-
tuned day and night to the spirit of the Holy Scriptures that
I have learnt. May I be truthful in speech and in thought.
May the Supreme Being (Brahman) protect me (the dis-
ciple). May Brahman protect my teacher. [I repeat,] may
He protect me and protect my teacher. May He protect
my teacher. Om Peace, Peace, Peace!

The present issue of our Research Journal Prajiialoka
of the Department of Sanskrit Studies, which has since been
rechristened as the Department of Sanskrit and Philosophy with
enlarged scope of academic achievement, under the School of In-
dian Heritage, Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational
and Research Institute, is now being published after some delay.



It was to have been published on the occasion of the University
Foundation Day on 4 July 2017. This journal, as mentioned
in my Foreword to an earlier issue, is a reverential attempt to
worship surabharati by our faculty of the Department of Sanskrit
Studies. Our hearty congratulations to the faculty members of
the Department on this sustained effort and tenacious pursuit of
this literary endeavour. May Surabharati Medhadevi Vagdevi
Saraswati illumine our hearts by making them Her eternal abode
and bless us with the awakening and blazoning of the Light of
Wisdom, Prajiialoka, is the humble prayer of

Belur Math Swami Atmapriyananda
30 August 2017 Vice Chancellor
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To the question whether God is personal or impersonal,
Ramdas’ answer is that God is at once personal and impersonal.
You can behold Him as everything and in everything in the
universe....He is an Impersonal Person, that is, He is not only
the all-pervading nameless and formless Reality, but He is also
all that have names and forms... How this is possible is very
difficult to describe.

We have read such things in the life of Sri Ramakrishna.
He used to have Darshan of some living images of Divinity.
He even played with them. But if you try to understand this
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by the help of the poor intellect, which has only a very limited
capacity, you cannot comprehend how these things are possible.
On the higher spiritual E\lane you can actually exp(e\ri\encs this.*
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°Ramdas Speaks. Vol.3. p.16.
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Position of God in Sankhya
Philosophy
Debbani Ghosh’

Human life constantly swings like a pendulum between plea-
sures and pains, happiness and misery. Even if it is possible for
a person to shun all other pains. it is not possible for him to resist
decay and death. We cannot enjoy unmixed and pure pleasure in
the world.

This is the most important truth of life. There are three kinds
of sufferings that generally destroy the pleasure of life. The In-
dian philosophical system opine that to eradicate these the exis-
tence of an almighty is absolutely necessary. But the Sankhya
and Mimamsaa philosophers are exception.

According to Nyaya system God exists because there is a
creator of this creation. Udayanacarya speaks of our univer-
sal experience of God as the best proof of His existence. He
presents some inferential proofs. From effects, conjunction, sup-
port, from the use of things, from the Vedas and from particular
numbers an immutable and all-knowing God can be inferred.!

Udayana has skillfully presented arguments for establishing
the existence of God and his arguments are treated as classic ar-
guments of the Nydya school for proving the existence of God.
He has given eight reasons in favour of God’s existence.

The Nyaya philosophy proves the existence of God as the
efficient cause of the world and not as the material cause. He
produces motion in the paramanus. 1t is a firm conviction of the

"Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit, The Sanskrit College &
University, West Bengal
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Naiyayikas that two paramanus of the same type will get con-
joined together to produce a dvyanuka. Three dvyanukas will
produce a tryanuka. In this way the world is ultimately pro-
duced.?

Since God gives creative motion to the atoms, He is regarded
as the creator of the world. God is also the destroyer of the uni-
verse; it is through divine agency that atoms get disintegrated at
appropriate time. The whole of creation is supported by God.

The main arguments of the Nyaya School in favour of God
are:i—

1. God is the creator of the world

2. God is the supervisor of the merits and is the dispenser of
the fruits of actions in accordance with the law of Karma

3. At the beginning of each cration God becomes the teacher
of the Vedas®

It is generally held that the Nydya philosophy has not ac-
corded any significant place to the $ruti and has taken the help of
reasoning and argumentation to prove the existence of God.

The Nyaya philosophy being orthodox system is based on
the Upanisads and is not really unconnected with tradition es-
tablished by the Upanisadic thoughts.

By way of a concluding remark on the Nydya theory of
God, I may refer to the second Karika under the first cluster of
Udayana's Nyayakusumarnjali. It is well known that Gautama,
the propunder of the Nyaya system, does not thoroughly deal with
God in his Nyaya-siitras.

According to him liberation from sufferings in the highest
God and it can be achieved through knowledge of the twelve

2Prasastapadabhdsya
SNyayakusumaijali 2
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metaphysical categories (Dvadasa Prameya) of which the indi-
vidual self is the most fundamental. Udayandacarya points out
that God’s grace in the matter of liberation has not actually been
ignored in the Nyaya system. But for the God’s grace no effect
can be produced and that is the chief reason why the sages and
seers worship God.

There are many schools in the Vedanta philosophy. But in
this paper, Sankara’s Advaita Vedanta is only discussed. Accord-
ing to him, from an absolute view-point there is actually no place
for God. Brahman of Self is the only truth.*

It is one. The world has no reality apart from Brahman and
all others are mere appearances. It is Brahman that is real and true
behind the appearances of this microcosm and macrocosm. The
one is true and diversity is only a false appearances. The worldly
appearance in Maya or illusion.® It is due to false knowledge and
it vanishes only when real knowledge is gained. It is the iden-
tity of pure intelligence, pure being and pure blessedness. The
same absolute Brahman is called isvara from the empirical point
of view. He is creator, governor and destroyer of the universe.

The conception of God is inseparably associated with the
conception of the world. The world and the world-creator are re-
lated to each other. God is to be realised by means of devotion,
the worship of God, however, cannot lead to liberation in its true
form. The worshiper of God goes to the Brahmaloka. On reach-
ing Brahmaloka, he becomes the possessor of lordly power.®

The most striking features of Sankara’s Advaita Vedanta is
that it has recognised absolute non-difference between Jiva and

4Brahma satyam— Vivekaciidamani, Satyam sa atma Chandogyopanisad
6.8.7

5 Jaganmithya— Vivekaciidamani 20

6 Brahmasiitra, Sankra’s Commentary, 4.4.17
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Brahman, a recognition is supposed to have enhanced the dignity
of man beyond measure. There is non-difference between Jiva
and Brahman, God and the quality led Absolute. Man appears to
be different from God and when he is considerd from the narrow
perspective of the individualistic worldly life.

According to Sarikara God is the omniscient, all powerful,
eternal, all pervading cause of the world.” His real definition
is Sat, Cit and ananda Svaripam of Pure Existence, Pure Con-
sciousness and Pure Bliss. He creates without any implement
and does so with and aim which is not selfish. Brahman condi-
tioned by sakti to Maya becomes isvara.

Now the position of God is the Sankhya system, is to be con-
sidered. Generally it is heard that Sankhya is atheistic. In the
Sankhyapravacanasiitra, denial of God is found.® There is no
reason of logical proof for supposing the existence of God. The
Purusa and the Prakrti alone are sufficient to explain creation.
On a rational outlook we find no activity of and eternal person
in the creation of this universe, only the natural laws are found
operative. Even at the botton to cosmos Sarnkhya philosophers
find a scheme of causality.

In the whole of cosmos what we find is the subject Purusa
and the object Prakrti. These two principals are at the root of all
our conjecture about God. But there must be someone to ‘will’
the creation. According to the Sankhya philosopher the person
who has almost freed himself by Sasmita Samdadhi’ from the as-
sociation of Prakrti and has acquired special powers, becomes
the cause of the universe at a particular cycle of eternal run of
creation. He is the all-knowing creator of all. He in qualified
God, Vijanabhiksu accepts a supreme universal cosmic Purusa

”Brahmasiitra, Sarkara’s Commentary, 1.1.1
8Samkhyasiitra, 1/92. isvarasiddheh
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who has the all-knowing and doing powers.

It is, however, urged that God bestows pleasures and pains of
the living being, following the law of Karma. The worng-doers
ard punished with pain but the doers of good actions are blessed
with pleasure. It it is so, then let Karma alone become the agent
of the products of actions. There is no need of a creator— God.

Even the argument that actions are unconscious and as such
there are to be supervised by God, in not a sound one.

When the ‘creative nature’ is supposed of possess capacity
to create according to virtuous and vicious action of embodied
living being, the existence of God, for doing this work, is abso-
lutely redundant.

All these arguments are based of the refusal of the Sankhya
system to admit God as the ‘material-efficient’ cause of the
world, Prakrti is to be regarded as both the material and efficient
cause of the world. Prakrti is capable of manifesting itself in
infinite variety; but all the modifications are not simultaneously
manifested in the same please at the same time. This is because
tamoguna, which acts as a covering, prevents the effect of get-
ting manifested. Efficient causes are necessary to remove the
covering constituted of the famoguna. All efficient cause does
not generate movement in the creative-nature, but is simply re-
moves the covering and helps the effect to get manifested. The
material cause, the efficient cause, and the regulating forces are
all regulating forces are all necessary to produce a particular ef-
fect. Since merit, demerit, space and time are natural, they cannot
move the Prakrti to action. the Prakrti is inherently mobile.

The Sankhya Philosophy has not admitted a third eternal and
divine personality in the form of God who is eternally engaged
in creation and destruction of the world cannot, however, be re-
garded as a basis for asserting that there is no scope for devotion
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and worship of God in the Sankhya system.

The allied Yoga Philosophy has proved the existence of
God. According to Yogasiitra God has been described as a spe-
cial king of eternally liberated soul klesa-karma-vipaka-sayair-
aparamysta-purusavisesah isvarah.” His uniqueness lies in the
fact that He is ever free, ever Liberated.'” In other words, God
is a particular soul who has never been affected by afflictions,
actions, results of actions or the latent impressions of actions.

Whenever we make an attempt to interpret religion with the
help of arguments and rational process, we proved the existence
of God as the uncaused first cause of the world. He is the source
of all things and the fashioner of lives. The ultimate purposive-
ness which binds both the animate and the inanimate worlds, is
nothing else but divine purposiveness.

The Nydaya Philosophy has admitted a personal God as the
creator and destroyer of the world. He is not, however, the cre-
ator of the atoms. Atoms, souls, space, time, mind etc. are all
eternal and co-existent with God. It is by God’s purposive will
that the first action starts in the atoms. These atoms then follow
their own laws and being the world into existence.

According to the Nyaya system God is external to the in-
dividual soul but there is an intimate relation between the two.
God is always inspire man to do what is beneficial to him. His
immeasurable compassion prompts him to work untiringly to re-
move the miseries of man. In spite of such an affectionate bond
between God and man, the Nyaya system is not competent to
arouse true religious fervour in a devotee. There is an unbridge-
able distance between the two. According to the Nyaya school,
the necessity of the Supreme being is more philosophical than

Yogasiitra 1.24.
OYogasitrabhasya 1/24.
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religious. God is no doubt all powerful, just and merciful. He
is the creator the controller and the distributor of happiness and
misery to human beings in accordance with the law of Karma.
He is, no doubt, the teacher of the scriptural knowledge and he
has also created the world with a view to imparting the knowl-
edge of the right way of living.

We cannot deny the fact that the Nydya system has admitted
the existence of God become an effect, to be produced needs to
operation of an intelligent efficient cause. The world as an effect,
therefore, needs the efficient causality of an intelligent being and
that intelligent being can be none other than God.

The Advaita Vedanta holds that God is bliss and also be-
comes an object of love. Bliss is the inner aspect and love is the
outer expression of Divinity. God dwells in the heart of man as
bliss and when this bliss is expresses in the external world, as
assumes the form of love and devotion.

Sankara has admitted the following as the main characteris-
tics of God:—

1. He creates, sustains and destroys the world
2. He punishes the wicked and rewards the virtuous
3. He upholds the moral balance of the world

Since Sankara has admitted God as the material-efficient
cause of the world. God has become both immanent and tran-
scendent.

The fact that love and devotion to a qualified and creator God
is necessary for man on the path of his spiritual march, has been
recognized by Sasikara. He has introduced the qualified Brah-
man. Being false, this qualified Brahman is, however, incapable
of arousing intense love and devotion in the heart of devotee. The
devotee of God wants to remain always a devotee so as to be able
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to drink the nectar of Divine-love all through his life. He never
wants to use his sincere devotion for God as a means to another
higher stage. A believer in God has a deep faith that God will al-
ways dwell in his heart and will always support him and nourish
him.

The concept of God is to be adhered to only when Brahman
is spoken of as the material-efficient cause of the world. Brah-
man appears as God in relation to the world. As ultimate Reality,
Brahman is quality less.

Thus, from the transcendental point of view, God is illusory
and phenomenal; A liberated man looks upon God only as the
false rules of the false world. For him, nothing is real except the
nirguna Brahman.

God according to Sarnkhya and Yoga philosophy is not the
creator of the world. Nor is he the giver of the fruits of action.
Whatever is happening is happening due to natural functioning
of the three gunas according to their own inherent laws, causal
necessity is the determining factor in the natural world. No ever-
free God is necessary to move the three constituents of action.

%
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Multi Word Expressions In Sanskrit :
A Challenge In Machine Translation

(with reference to Bhasanatakacakra)

Anupama Ryali’

0. Introduction

When two or more than two words or components grouped
together to convey a particular meaning is normally considered
as Multiword Expression. These include syntactic categories like
compound words, phrases and clauses clubbed with adjectives,
adverbs and nouns and idioms with verb-phrases, prepositions
and adverbs. Apart from these, there are several other blanket
terms which may fall under this category. These Multiword ex-
pressions are encompassing terms that can be derived using lex-
ical, semantic and phonetic knowledge. In the arena of Machine
translation of any language in general, Multiword Expressions
are a key problem for the development of large-scale, linguis-
tically sound natural language processing technology. They be-
come a challenge as they are not readily available in any corpus or
dictionary. Identification of these expressions, particularly help
parsing and dictionary based applications like Machine Transla-
tion. So linguists of any language may design a methodology
to evaluate Multiword expression of that particular language and
train a machine to enable it to translate these to certain extent.

Sanskrit is a language of rich conversational phrases, idioms,
metaphors, that are generally expressed in metaphorical mean-
ing. Numerous examples of MWE that include idioms, phrases,
compound words etc., can be taken from this rich and ancient

“Post Doctoral Fellow-UGC, Department of Sanskrit Studies, University
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language. Some instances of MWE along with their category are
listed from plays of Bhasa.

1. Bhasanatakachakra

Bhasa who 1s considered as the father of Indian drama be-
longed to 4th century B.C. He is a predecessor to Kalidasa and
Bhanabhatta. His available works are thirteen plays and are com-
piled under one title as Bhasanatakachakra. His thirteen plays
stand as a testimony to his unparalleled dramatic skills. His style
is simple without any long compounds or complex constructions.

The ®9%s (dramas) pertain the characters, the plot and sen-
timents and are usually played on the dais. The sentiment (¥H)
is dependent on the plot and makes the characters of the play to
be expressive and emotional. Hence, the language adopted in the
plays shall be generally a spoken language. Moreover, Bhdsa s
poetic style, language, plot etc., reflects the then society of In-
dia, where Sanskrit was the mother tongue of many and thus a
colloquial language. With this backdrop natakachakra of Bhasa
is an apt treatise selected for eliciting good number of Idioms,
phrases, conventional usages etc., of Sanskrit language that pose
a threat to translation.

2. Challenges faced in translating MWE

To make a machine understand MWE is a challenge, as it
needs to understand the situation or context, intention of the
speaker, cultural and traditional aspects of a particular region,
religion etc., Some challenges that are faced while translating
MWE through Machine translation are elucidated below—

2.1. Ambiguity

When the words give more than one meaning or doesn’t con-
vey a direct meaning ambiguity arises. The lexical ambiguity of
a word or phrase pertains to its having more than one meaning
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in the language to which the word belongs. Eg- da- g (Svap-
navasavadattam) is an idiom, where it’s direct meaning conveys
‘salary given’, but the conveyed meaning in the context is ‘com-
pensation is given’.

2.2. Lack of lexicons

Modern languages like English, have produced massive ref-
erence works including dictionaries, thesaurus, idiomatic us-
ages and phrases that have greatly enriched the language. Such
works are of great value, since they allow the speakers to make
apt descriptions of ideas and situations. Sanskrit is an inflex-
ional language, where Multiword Expressions play a predomi-
nant role in construction of a sentence. To a large extent T%I‘GIUg,
SR, FMeqhedgH etc. serve the purpose of ready reference
for words and their intended meanings. There are some pecu-
liar words coined in Sanskrit, the meanings for which require in-
depth knowledge or their origin and idiomatic usage. Absence of
a ready reckoner for such expressions and their meanings accen-
tuates the challenge in translating such expressions using con-
ventional machine translaters. For eg. J&I®H STRIGEM is an id-
iom used in paricaratram of natakachakra of Bhasa. 1t doesn’t
convey the intended meaning directly. Only after knowing the
context or referring some books one may know the meaning as
‘entering the names in register’. There is a great necessity to
compile a reference manual for such peculiar usages. Such ref-
erence books establish disambiguous communication.

2.3. Context based interpretation

The question of determining the preferred interpretation is
sometimes regarded as outside the scope of a formal linguistic
account. To understand the exact meaning of these expressions
is quite difficult as it depends on the situation, context and inten-
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tion of the speaker. Human brain can some how identify these
either through conventional and traditional knowhow, general IQ
or through context of usage. In case of machine translation sys-
tems, determining meaning conveyed or intended by usage of
such expressions will be a challenge as they may convey &
or AR or W—W-RW& or any other hidden meaning like
9. Eg— ®a99 of the word “fe@NT:’ (pratimanatakam) is ‘clothes
like shirt, kurta etc.,” Only by knowing its context one can know
its meaning.

2.4. Neologism

These expressions in Sanskrit are such that a well versed
scholar can coin new phrases or expressions specific to the con-
text of his/her compilation. This becomes a challenge as listing
each such expression results in considerably loss of generality.

Various multi word expressions that occured in Bhasana-
takachakra are listed and discussed below with their peculiar-
ities that pose problems for both words with spaces and non-
compositional analyses, while translating using machine trans-
lating systems. Eg:— ‘d¥ie SRTd: FRIOT EROT Jci: Aiaqeear: | °
(drubhangam) In this example, the word ‘GiRATiEaT:” is used in
the sense of ‘gqx:’, which should govern ‘ﬁ@?ﬁ e, but T
uses the word “HAT:* in “¥8t MR’ instead of ‘IS’ in ‘%@%ﬁ
Eisad
2.5. Compound Words

In Sanskrit simple words, whether nouns, adjectives, verbs
or indeclinables come together to form a single word delet-
ing preposition or connecting words between them. The word
formed is called a compound word. Basically there are four va-
rieties i.c., STEAAAIE:, dgEY:, 75: and TgAIR: |

All the compound words generally come under the category
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of MWE. These compound words are of two kinds— 1. Com-
positional and 2. Non-compositional. The compositional gener-
ally convey direct meaning viz. USTge¥:, GHSH etc., Hence, in
the present paper examples of non-compositional compounds are
discussed as they convey a specific or a hidden meaning, which
usually is not known to the public. Below are few examples of
non-compositional compounds collected from BNC—

1. GHIAIET = the present political condition [‘ﬂfl?l A
SERCICIS | Wm] (irubhangam)

2. STFARYEST: = followers [FRTGATIENE AUSYA| ] (irub-
hangam)

3. GENERY = (JE9EH) the best among men [FIF JETER ATGEH
S AN | (paiicardtram)

4. TGN = (‘JﬁETQ‘R) profound words [T%Il%% A HISY g
‘Tﬁ?ﬂ&f\{ | | (paricaratram)

5. W visit [WFIWI ] (pratlmanatakam)

6 AIeE: = Pure friendship [HTWE?‘F‘TIT FAACETG: T
fRiSeT iaae™) | (abhisekanatakam)

7. W lady with beautiful eyes (abhisekanatakam)

8. EEIW the auspicious rite of marriage (flﬁ?ﬁ— Ebsl?:ﬁ

ARG e AHEs: | ) [fREd wars SgEER | (prati-
]nayaugandharayana)

W =Nota proper time or place (Svapnavasavadattam)
10. ThIgHEH, (THH 35 faTdiges Ju1 d ThigH: | ) = All the per-
sons who are entitled to offer ablutions on the death of a family
member. (paricaratram)

2.6. Idiomatic expressions

Idiomatic expressions refer to various types of linguistic
units or expressions, including idioms, noun compounds, Named
Entities, complex verb phrases and any other habitual colloca-
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tions. It is a known fact that they add colour and beauty to
language and variety to expression. These linguistic units pose
a particular challenge in empirical Natural Language Process-
ing (NLP) because they always have idiosyncratic interpretations
which cannot be formulated by directly aggregating the seman-
tics of their constituents.

“Fillmore, Kay, and O’ Connor in 1988 defined an idiomatic
expression or construction as something that a language user
could fail to know while knowing everything else in the lan-
guage” (Wikipedia). These idiomatic expressions pose a particu-
lar challenge for Machine Translation (MT), because their trans-
lation mostly does not result literally, but logically.

There may not be a technical term used as a synonyms to
these expressions in Sanskrit language but they may be called as

oo T
TARISIATHUTIHRT: | * Below are some examples—
1. 9&IH AN9AMd = Enters in the register [ATIYEEION AT

W’Iﬁ‘mﬁ FHN: | | (paricardtram)

2. aaa?ﬁ HAT = Having me as (her) son [I&T: A Tl F

W?ﬁ AN | (pratimanatakam)

3. dad 98, = Compensation is given [T da-He GRESH| |

(Svapnavdsavadattam)

4. qrem: Fléil: = Last message [*l\T CIESICE 3EIHT Hﬂﬁﬂ@ qfa:

geaat: | | (ditaghatotkacam)

5. : = Will go close to [T AEHENITE

TR | | (irubhangam)

6. QTWW : = The first 1 is used for the sacred m%qal and
[ N = et ¢ ~

the second one is used for normal fire [STHTHHATGY: GIGICEISS

o N

1831: | | (paricaratram)

7. %X AfAEETT = Instrument of beneficiary of alms [F9=3 &&d
5SS FL ATERIH) | (pasicaratram)

8. FHES: = In time for action [fe=N W FHHIS E: | | (dit-
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tavakyam)

9. & IIT &l = Desire grew bigger [37 H HEGMA & fc
AT Y& | (paricardtram)

10. W§: §HME: = Gist; essence of what is said. (paficaratram)
11. T S = Why to say much; this is a term used when one
wants to cut short one’s speech. [1% gl GlIERC ] (diitavakyam)
12. &1 &l d T{I\@: = What was your idea? (Svapnavasavadattam)
13. &: &1S: = Since how long [F: HI: AT | ] (prati-
Jjhayaugandharayanam)

2.7. Idiomatic expressions

A phrase is an expression forming a grammatical constituent
of a sentence but not containing a finite verb. Below are some
examples—

I, STENEG, TET, Tl etc., are honorific terms
used while referring to a respectable person who is present, as in
the case of ‘your honour’, ‘His highness’. This phrasal usage is
a contention for superiority in age or knowledge.

1. AM- When added with interrogative ‘B’ is most frequently
used in the sense of ‘by name’, ‘called as’ ‘known as’. [l dH
Hdd: HIdT

2. A= 99H- This is a phrase indicative of the disapproval of a
malady being reported.

3. dIg¥g (paficaratram)— It is a phrasal usage used while ad-
dressing ‘a'l'ﬂﬁa’. ‘9]’ in the phrase refers to ‘El'l'{fﬁa’ and ‘Hg’
indicates affectional address as in the case of THHK |

2.8. Particles

There are several particles given under the head of ‘3THH’s
in Panini and Amarakosa. Some of them are very useful as short

connecting words and as such, their meaning must be accurately
understood. Below are the examples—
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1. di9d-— As a particle used—

1. in its literal sense of ‘first’, ‘before doing anything else—
[RAEAEd APHAH] | (madhyamavyayogah)

ii. On one’s part, in the meanwhile— [dGRTEIATH| TIHY
AT FeaHaTH: | | (@rubhangam)

iil. just now— [RAMEEG!| | (Grubhangam)

1v. to emphasize a statement, in the sense of ‘indeed’, ‘really’—
GIEESa \'IITQIHTF[I | (irubhangam)

2. 9d-Is a particle used when an order is received from an elderly
person or a superior officer— [dg 311?;[33[ : MM ] I shall do
according to your order.” (karnabharam)

3. 9dd- is used in argumentative discussion. [q Sicickecic
Didn’t you know this?] (pasicaratram)

4. HI- It is a negative particle used to prohibit an action ex-
pressed. Eg— AT AlEg| (ditaghatotkacam)

2.9. Emphatic Markers

Particles that are frequently used to strengthen and empha-
size the idea expressed are considered as ‘emphatic markers’.
Though 9 and ¥ are the particles that give same meaning as
‘indeed’ or ‘in fact’, both the words put together in a sentence
indicate emphasis in the expression of a word which may be a
hardship in machine translation. For an example the sentence
“@: TY: A1’ simply means ‘who is he’, whereas, ‘®: g Tedu:
Al strengthens the expression with an emphasize.

The other similar examples are— ‘ﬁv_‘gl, @S, ‘W GRSCERE
¥ G @, e g B, T J WG I, I J TG, Bl g
Hedd’, ‘§A J TG (HENSI ITHSAIA) | * These are general dramatic
usages and hence appear in almost all dramas of BNC.

2.10. Locative Absolute (S TEHY)
The use of locative absolute is idiomatic and very popular
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in Sanskrit. When one action is used as indicative of the time of

another action, the word denoting the first action is used in loca-

tive case. Below are some examples—
%ﬂ%qﬁwwa%ﬁl (How is it that a noise

is heard just when I am about to make an announcement?) (du-

taghatotkacam)
1. STAHTRIEdY qIoeay fafoRRaas iy Wawrade| (ditavakyam)
2. AgW E[ﬂ% Sd... (while the batting is raging fiercely...)
(karnabharam)

N AN

3. &dy <&y Iul: Brost (when the bodies are slain, the virtues
survive) (karnabharam)

3. Conclusion

At the outset, this paper is an endeavor to bring out Mul-
tiword Expressions in Sanskrit language, with reference to
Bhasanatakachakram. MWE constitute a key problem that must
be resolved in order for linguistically precise NLP to succeed.
The various kinds of multiword expressions should be analyzed
in distinct ways that include, words with spaces, hierarchically
organized lexicons, restricted combinatoric rules, idiomatic con-
structions, phrases etc., to train a machine.

H-
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Nirvana and Fana : A process of

Self annihilation
Parthasarathi Bhattacharya’

0. Introduction

According to the Oxford Dictionary of World Religions
Mysticism is a direct experience of God which is performed by
the seeker through the mystical way.! The word ‘mysticism’ is
derived from a Greek word ‘mueo’ which means ‘joining of two
wounds’. It is hardly to establish when and where the mystic
cultures as well as their believers were born but as far as our
knowledge is concerned it is the most primitive culture as old as
man himself. Ancient literary documents like Vedas (specially in
Upanisad), Avesta, and later developed branches like Islamism,
Buddhism, Christianity and also their mythological perspectives
have introspected with suitable examples in supporting the above
mentioned speculation. Eventually the perception of Mysticism
was not only developed by philosophical contemplation rather
the worldly existence i.e. the ultimate Truth of existence. The
fundamental realisations of all Mystic culture are more or less

*

PhD fellow, University of Calcutta, Email:
parthakatwa.bhattacharya6@gmail.com, Mobile no: 9732067652

1“The practices and often systems of thought which arise from and con-
duce toward mystical experience. Mystical systems are distinguished from
other metaphysical systems by their intimate connection to a quest for salva-
tion, union and/or liberation realized through forms of mental, physical and
spiritual exercise in a classic definition. Mysticism, according to its historical
and psychological definitions, is the direct intuition or experience of God; a
mystic is a person who has, to a greater or lesser degree, such a direct experi-
ence; one whose religion and life are central not merely on an accepted belief
or practice, but on that which he regards as first-hand personal knowledge.”
(The greatest achievement in life, 2012, p 8).



Nirvana and Fana : A process of Self annihilation

estimates towards the ultimate one i.e. the goal of unity with ab-
solute one, although the nomenclature of that final state was de-
fined by many terms in different orthodox. Like so called Hindus
believe it in Brahma, Buddhist defined it as Nirvana, Christians
opine as ‘the mystic union” whereas the Muslim especially Sufi
believers are of the opinion that it is nothing but Fana.? Ac-
cording to the progress of development we can divide the mys-
tic movement into three periods i.e. the early period, the me-
dieval period and the modern period. The medieval period also
comprises into two sub divisions i.e. early medieval period and
the late middle period. Buddhism and Sufism are two different
branches in the history of world religion. First one is indigenous
while second one is from western. In this paper we are to rein-
vigorate that although they are belonged to different atmosphere
but their ultimate destination is same i.e. the path of union i.e.
One is Nirvana and other is Fana. But for this purpose we have
to understand what Buddhism is and similarly what is Sufism?
At first we should start with Buddhism because it is one of the
earlier and more influential cultures than Sufism.

1. Prologue to Buddhism

The core concept of Buddhism was developed by achieving
the enlightenment of Gautam Buddha. According to Majjhima
Nikaya “This doctrine is profound, hard to see, difficult to un-
derstand, calm, sublime, not within the sphere of logic, subtle, to
be understood by the wise”. The four Noble Truths are the chief
tenets of Buddhism. They are suffering, its cause, its end i.e.
Nirvana and the middle way i.e. pranjna, sila and samadhi. The
first three represents as Buddhist philosophy while the last one is
the ethics of Buddhism. Buddhism rests on the pivot of suffering

ZHistory of Mysticism (The unchanging Testament), 2012. P 2.
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although it is not a pessimistic® philosophy. On the contradictory
it is neither totally pessimistic or nor totally optimistic rather it
is a realistic. The fundamental doctrines of Buddhism are “an-
itva, duhkha and andatma”. Before Buddha there were several
orthodox those who believed in the concept of atma. Of them,
one stream was of the opinion that atma is eternal while second
stream opined that it was not. Again the first one divided into
two groups because one orthodox believed that atma is able to
perceive through senses which other orthodox did not believed
it. Once again they comprises into two sub groups. One is Santa
i.e. they believed arma in a very subtle component while other
believe in its uncountable form.*

Atma
)
Ll 1.
Rupi Arupt
Santa Ananta Santa Ananta
| |
| 1
Nitya Anitya

3 According to the Encyclopaedia Britannica “Pessimism denotes an atti-
tude of hopelessness towards life, a vague general opinion that pain and evil
predominate in human affairs. The original doctrine of the Buddha is in fact
as optimistic as any optimism of the West. To call it ‘pessimism’ is merely
to apply to it a characteristically Western Principle according to which happi-
ness is impossible without personality. The true Buddhist looks forward with
enthusiasm to absorption into eternal Bliss.”

“Bouddha daréana, 1363 (Bengali era), p 21.
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Buddha did not have any faith about the concept of eternal or
permanent afma or self which is stated in Upanisads. Buddhist
believed in the concept of anatma. Anatma is a word which com-
prises na atmda i.e. an+atmda (nan tatpurusa compound). Inde-
clinable na denotes six meanings, of them two are more available
i.e. paryyudasa and prasajya®. Suppose we say he is a abrah-
manai.e. not a brahmana. If he is not a brahmana in caste then it
will be prasajya nisedha while if it denotes he is not a brahamana
in caste but his behaviour shows that he is alike to brahmana
then it will be paryyuddsa nisedha. We think that by the term
of anatma Buddha denied the concept of eternal atma but he be-
lieved in citta or vijiana which is paryyuddsa nisedha. That is
why he introduced a special term i.e. satkdaya drsti for those who
had a faith in eternal self. Satkdya drsti means differ from kaya
i.e. the aggregate of five skandhas. Besides if we don’t believe
in self or I or atma then the question will arise who will perceive
Nirvana?

2. The concept of Nirvana

Nirvana® i.e. annihilation of self is the kernel of Buddhism.
The Pali word Nibbana, Sanskritised as Nirvana comprises two
components i.e. prefix nir and the root va. Here the prefix ni
signifies the ultimate absence whereas Vana means which binds
us. Our earthly desires, frivolous enjoyments bind us and drag
us from one life to another since the time immemorial. Thus
the Nirvana gives the ultimate salvation from the circle of birth
and rebirth which is ever ending. Nirvana also explained as the

Sdvau nafiau tu samakhyatau paryyudasa prasajyakau/ paryyudasah
sadrdgrahi prasajyastu nisedhakrt

®Nir+root va+ ta (ktva)-ka, ta >na (panini 8/2/50), Haricaran, 2011, part
I, p 1220. Va has several meanings like to bestow, to blow, to produce, to
blow towards upon etc. Monier, 2011, p 934.

165



Parthasarathi Bhattacharya

extinction of the fire of lust (lobha), hatred (dosa) and delution
(moha). According to Buddha the whole world is in flames. Nib-
bana, in one sense, may be interpreted as the extinction of these
flames. It should be differentiated from the end. Here the extinc-
tion of the flames is the means of attaining Nibbana’ .

3. Is Nirvana nothingness?

To say that Nirvana is nothingness because one cannot pur-
sue it with sense organs, it is illogical to say that light does not
exist simply because blind does not see it. The Buddha, speaking
of the different planes of existence, makes special reference to a
“Realm of Nothingness” (dkificaiifiayatana).

Nibbana is realized as one of the mental objects (vatthud-
hamma), decidedly proves that it is not a state of nothing-
ness. If it were so, the Buddha would not have described its
state in such terms as “Infinite” (Ananta), “Nonconditioned”
(Asamkhata), “Incomparable” (4nipameya), “Supreme” (Anut-
tara), “Highest” (Para), “Beyond” (Para), “Highest Refuge”
(Parayana), “Safety” (Tana), “Security” (Khema), “Happi-
ness” (Siva), “Unique” (Kevala), “Abodeless” (4dnalaya), “Im-
perishable” (Akkhara), “Absolute Purity” (Visuddha), “Supra-
mundane” (Lokuttara), “Immortality” (Amata), “Emancipation”
(Mutti), “Peace” (Santi), etc. According to Buddha it is atakka-
vacara or avydakrta or akathaniya i.e. unspeakable. It is supra-
mundane state i.e. lokottara dharma to be realized by intuitive
wisdom or it is for self realization i.e. paccattam veditabbo.

But Nirvana is not nothingness or ultimate void. Buddha
himself refuted the definition of ultimate voidness. If it will be
then any kind of effort to get rid of from worldly suffering will
become futile. We cannot describe it because of our limitation of
knowledge. According to Buddhism each and every cause has

’The Buddha and His Teachings, 1998, p 386.
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its effect; simultaneously every effect has its own cause. It is
called as pratityasamutpadavada in Buddhist epistemology. Ac-
cording to Buddhism all thing dharma or things are divided into
two groups. One is Samskrta and another is Asamkrta. Each
and every Samkrta dharma has a condition. But Nirvana has
no condition. Thus it is a Asamkrta dharma which is without
genesis and cessation. It is unconditional, imperishable, and im-
mortal. If so then how we can describe who achieves Nirvana?
Because according to Buddhism there is no eternal or permanent
self. ‘I’ designates parica skandas as far as it goes the total illu-
mination was lost. According to Nagasena Nirvana is existent
yet it is indescribable. In the Rohitassa sutta Buddha opined that
“In this very one-fathom-long body, along with its perceptions
and thoughts, do I proclaim the world, the origin of the world,
the cessation of the world and the path leading to the cessation of
the world”®. Therefore, Nirvana is a state where the cohesive of
four elements such as apa, prthivi, teja and vayu find no footing.

Buddha in Milaparyayasutta holds that no conception of
Nirvana or of its attainment should be made, because such con-
ception only encourages individuality and relation to some entity.
In the Majjhima Nikaya Nirvana is described as unborn and form-
less. As it is eternal and changeless, the question of origin and
non-origin does not arise in the case of Nirvana. Nirvana is the
end of desire or thirst for worldly objects or existences. It is the
eradication of raga, dvesa and moha. 1t is the removal of all klesa
and asrava, cessation of all vikalpa and absence of all upadhi by
meditational practices. It is birth less (ajata), decayless (ajara),

8 Imasmim byamamatte y’eve kalebare sasaiiiimhi samanake lokan ca
pannapemi, lokasamudayaiica, lokanirodharica, lokanirodhagaminim pati-
padariica, paiiiapemi. Samyutta Nikaya, i, p. 62. at Buddha and His Teach-
ings, p 401.
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and deathless (amara). Thus it is unique (kevala). Nagarjuna
opines the Hinayanistic conception of Nirvana in his Milamad-
hyamakakarika. According to Hinayanistic view a pudgala (per-
sonality) who have lived a pure life, can attain a double kind of
Nirvana, i.e. annihilation with some residual which neither can
be extinguished nor can be annihilated is Nirvana. Nirvana con-
sists merely in the suppression of absolutely all the false con-
structions of our imagination. Nirvana it is not a positive think-
ing while some thinkers stated it as a positive state. But according
to Nagarjuna it is not an existent entity because each and every
existent entity is produced by a cause. But Nirvana is not like
that. One’s Nibbana is dependent upon this one fathom body.
It is not something that is created nor is it something to be cre-
ated.” According to the Sautrrantika orthodox Nirvana must be
non-existent. Whenever we talk about something which is non-
existent, then in our thought we construct it with reference to
something that is existent or to some positive counterpart. Non-
existence therefore always thought with reference to its positive
counterpart. If Nirvana is thought as nonexistent, it also be-
comes relative to some positive counterpart and hence can never
be taken as an absolute. But Nirvana is an absolute. So it can
never be non-existent. The entities of phenomenal world are rel-
atively real because these are there within the structure of causal-
ity. Thus, it is relatively coordinated or causally determined. As
soon as the continuity of birth and death gets ceased, when there
are neither relations nor causality, the same world as motionless
and eternal is called as Nirvana.

Pattabbam eva h’ etam maggena, na uppadetabbam. Verily this (Nib-
bana) is to be attained (or realized) by means of the four Paths of Sainthood,
and is not to be produced— Visuddhi Magga. at ibid, 400.
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4. The path of Nirvana

The path through which Nirvana is achieved comprises of
four stages. When a person resolves to achieve Nirvana, he is
said to be srotapanna. This is a state in which the person becomes
free from the chains of body consciousness of his individuality.
Succeeding state is to enter into deep state of meditation and he
becomes sakrdagami. By continuous practice of sila (morality),
samadhi (concentration) and prajiia (wisdom) the sakrdagami
gradually achieves the sate andgami. According to the order of
development morality, concentration and wisdom are the three
states which lead to the ultimate bliss of Mankind. These three
stages are embodied beautifully in ancient verse.

sabba papassa akaranam  To cease from all evil

kusalassa upasampada To cultivate good
sacittapariyodapanam— To purify one’s mind—

etam Buddhana sasanam.  This is the advice of all the Buddhas.”

According to the Buddhist epistemology there are forty sub-
jects of meditation (kammatthana) which differ according to
the temperaments of individuals. They are the ten kasinas (de-
vises), the ten impurities (asubha), the ten reflections (annus-
sati), the four illimitable (brahmabihara), the one perception
(ahare patikkiila sanna), the one analysis (catudhatuvavatthana),
and the four aripa jhanas namely The Realm of the Infinity of
Space (Akasanaiicayatana), The Realm of the Infinity of Con-
sciousness (Vififiananicayatana), The Realm of Nothingness (4k-
ificanfidyatana), and the Realm of Neither-Perception nor Non-
Perception (N'eva saifian’ dsaiiiidyatana).'’! As soon as he
achieves this state, he breaks the circle that repeatedly causes
rebirth. He is not born again in this phenomenon world. The

Ulbid, p 413.
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ultimate state known as Arhatva i.e. the state of ultimate bliss.
In conventional terms one says that Arhant has attained parinib-
bana or passed away into Nibbana'?. He who attains Arhatvaship
as a layman, realized Nibbana without renouncing the world.
The most generous and devout lay followers Andathapindika was
a srotapanna (stream-winner i.e. the first stage of sainthood), the
Sakya Mahanama was a Sakrdagami (once returner i.e. the sec-
ond stage of sainthood), the potter Ghatikara was an Andagami
(never returner i.e. the third stage of sainthood), and king sud-
dhadhana died as an Arhatva (the worthy one i.e. the final stage
of sainthood)!®. According to Ndgasena Nirvana is nothing but
nirodha. It comprises pratisamkhya nirodha and apratisamkhya
nirodha. In Buddhism there are two kinds of practices to achieve
this ultimate stage. One is the path of knowledge or the knowl-
edge of self control and other the path of practices. First one be-
longs to pratisarmkhya nirodha and those who are in middle mind
called apratisamkhya norodha. Thus nirodh according to prati-
samkhya is to the decay of all impure dharmas due to acquisition
of knowledge (which is not this worldly). While aparisamkhya
nirodha described as the complete stoppage of the possibility of
appearance of certain impurities. This complete cessation of im-
purities is possible due to the ineffectiveness of causes to produce
an object or state in future.

5. Sufism and its concept

One of the most influential mystic cultures during the me-
dieval period in the world history is Sufism which is nothing but
a brain child of the Islamism. That is why A.J.Arberry opines

12«As right now, and here” there is neither a permanent ego nor an identical
being it is needless to state that there can be no “I” or a soul (atta) in Nibbana.
at Buddha and his Teachings, p 403.

3Tbid, pp 407-408.
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that “A constant and unvarying phenomenon of the universal
yearning of the human spirit for personal communication with
God”.!* Sufism is a mystic branch of Islam. The origin of Sufi
as well as Sufism comprises two aspects. One is outer another
is inner. The first one refers to suf or a thick woollen blanket
as an outer indicator of Sufi. A school of scholars were of the
opinion that Muhammad had a team of devout followers surren-
dering all temporal attachment. They were deified as “aswwabus
suffa.” The scholars took it as another source of the word Sufi.'®
Another opinion is that Sufi derives from the Arabic root swafa
means the sanctity of mind.'® Some scholars believed that the
Arabic distortion of the Greek word philosophos was ‘fayalsuwt’
which popularly seems to hold the source of Sufi.!” The Arabic
synonym of Sufism is Tasawwuf deriving from ‘Istefa’ mean-
ing ‘to nominate’!®. Another thought is that the spiritual content
involves a range of symbols. Such as swafa= inward purifica-
tion, suf= the holy attire, huya= sins coming from senses, jafa=
to curb and kafa= to relinquish. The symbols suggest that a true
Sufi is a seeker who is inwardly purified and completely free
from sense (i.e. visual, auditory, olfactory, taste and tactile) and
relinquishes all wordiness.!® Whatever it may be, we can say that
Sufi is a spiritual traveller (salik) whose journey is from action to
sublimation with the proper guidance of a master (Mursid). But
for knowing the Sufis and their mystical ideologies we must ex-

14Hosen, S B. Sufibad (in Beng),Kolkata;Mallik Brothrs,2012,p 7.

1Hag,Muhammad Enamul.Bange Sufi Probhab ( in Beng)Kolkata;
Vivekananda Book Center,2012 (1ST edi 1935), p 8.

16bid, p.9.

7Ibid, p.10.

8Hosen, S B. Sufibad ( in Beng),Kolkata;Mallik Brothrs,2012,p 11.

19Karim,Abdul. Social History of the Muslims in Bengal (down to A.D
1538),Dhaka; Jatiya Grantha Prakashan, 2001 (1st edi 1959), p.112.
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plore the background of Sufism and its movements. “Of all great
religions of Western Asia, Islam has generally been regarded as
the most worldly and least ascetic.”?® Regarding the origin of
Sufism the scholars are found divided in opinions. Encyclopae-
dia Britannica defines “Sufism is a mystical movement within
Islam that seeks to find divine love knowledge through direct
personal experience of God.”?! Some scholars found that it was
the brainchild of the so called ‘Mutayillas’, the descendants mak-
ing their way from the traditional school of Islamism.??> Accord-
ing to the author of the Awarif-ul-Marrif this name Tasawwuf did
not come into existence for two hundred years after the prophet’s
death.?? Born in the bosom of Islam the spiritualism transmitted
from heart to heart and was popularized as Sufism.

6. The concept of Tawhid i.e. monotheism

The chief tenet of Islam was pure and unmixed monothe-
ism called ‘Tawhid’(Arabic Tawid). It is the most fundamental
concept of Islam denotes God (Al-1lah) is one (Al-Aad) and sin-
gle (Al-waid). The Qu’ran asserts the existence of a single and
absolute truth that transcends the world, a unique, independent
and invisible being, which is independent of the entire creation.
The concept of Tawhid comprises three dimensions. They are
Tawhid Ur Ruboobyah, Tawhid ul Uloohiyya and Tawhid Asma
wa Sifaat. First one is the absolute oneness of Allah. Roobyah

20Hosen, Sekh Barasat. Sufibad ( in Beng),Kolkata;Mallik Brothrs,2012,p
11.

2IKhanam,Mahmuda. Madhyayeugia Bangla Sahitye Hindi Sufi Kabyer
Probhab (Influence of Hindi Poems on the Medieval Bengali Literature),
Dhaka;Bangla Academy,2003,p.2.

22Shah, Sirdar Ikbal Ali. Islamic Sufism,London;Rider & co.Paternoster
House,E.C4,1933,p 16.

2Vincent J. Cornel, Encyclopaedia of Religion, Vol 5, pp 3561-3562.
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means lordship i.e. the world is nothing but the manifestation
of the absolute One. According to the second school believe in
Oneness of God. If He is omnipresent then He alone deserves to
be worshiped. All rights, rituals, go to Him. Asma means names
and Sifaat means attributes. Thus Tawhid Asma Wa Sifaat indi-
cates all the exclusive Names and attributes of God. The relation
between Allah and Man is like an Asiq and Masuq. The masuq
of Sufi is always pure and endless. This is only realised by self
actualization in the stage of fana.

7. The concept of Fana

As we know earlier that Sufis the affirmation in speech of
god’s unity is only the first step of tawhid. Further steps involves
a spiritual involve a spiritual experience for the existential real-
ization of that unity. According to the concept of fana, anni-
hilation and subsistence, “Man’s existence, or ego, or selthood
...must be annilated so that he can attain to his true self which is
his existence and ‘subsistence’ with god. All of the man’s char-
acter traits and habits, everything that pertains to his individual
existence must become completely obligated i1.e. mahw. But in
India the ancient theory registered some change. According to
Indian Sufism it comprises two stages. First one is ‘tawhid i ba-
judi’ where the seekers tend to identify all worldly objects as
the volition of ‘Allah’. But the succeeding stage i.e. ‘tahavid i
sahudi’ differentiates between the devotee (salik) and the divinity
(Allah). But the primary differentiation ultimately mingles into
a unified whole. The (salik) i.e. the seeker takes every earthly
creation as the way leading to an absolute union with the creator.
The first one is the step to reach the succeeding or the final one.

8. Process of worship
In Sufism, the recognition with the holy name of ‘Allah’ is
achieved in two ways. One is ‘jqr kafi’ (mute remembrance)
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and second is ‘jrq zali’ (buzzing remembrance). The Sufis fol-
low their worship in two ways. One is general and the other is
specific. The general process comprises six steps. They are salat
(prayer), tilayat (reading Quran), tasbi (counting spells), tahamid
(praising Allah), tgkbir (invocation) and aurad (seeing the virtue
of mercy). Another specific worship involves three stages. They
are mujhada (self purification), jqr (remembrance) and murakaba
(contemplation). In order to achieve such continuous process of
spiritual perfection the devotees need to give up the demand of
instinct and senses; once liberated from such demand of senses,
the purified souls become blessed after prolonged austerity. Jqr
is turned gradually in the breathing control system as theorised
in the Yogasastra and also in Buddhism.

9. Synthesises of Fana with Buddhist Nirvana

The core concept of any mystic culture is to attempt the fi-
nal state where the union of Man with ultimate one. Plato wrote
Symposium in which mention is made of various ladders of as-
cent. A parallel concept can also be found in Hinduism where
the identification of atma with Brahma and also in Buddhism and
Sufism. Sufism comprises four pillars. They are Sariyat, tarikat,
Hakikatand Marifat. Sariyat is the outer law of Islam. Sariyat is
the combination of four virtues Quran, Hadis (instructions), Ejma
(unification) and Keyas (freedom of thoughts). Sariyat tends to
stress on five must do activities i.e. Iman (the dignity), Salat
(prayer), Siyam (instructions), Haj (pilgrimage) and Zaqat (holy
offering). The book ‘Quatabul Luma’ defines seven destinations
of Tarigat. These are repentance (toaba), relinquish or emancipa-
tion (oyara), sacrifice (juhd), poverty (fqr), patience (sbrq), faith
(toyakkul) and contentment (reya). A group of Muslims did not
like the sariyat law as a result they evolved the stage of tarikat.
He who is interested to know the ultimate One is known in Sufi
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epistemology as Salik. Whereas his journey is called as Suluk.
In Biddhism we also found the birth and re birth process is
nothing but a journey from the time immemorial. His journey
will be finished if he achieves his final destination i.e. Fana or
Nirvana where he can say An-al haqq i.e. I am He or nibbanam
paramam sukham. Even in later stage the cultural borrowing be-
tween Buddhism and Sufism was fond in vastly. For instance
Kazakh Sufis not believe in rebirth but also indentify reincarna-
tion of past Sufi masters like the Tibetan and Mongol Buddhists
do of their teachers. The Sufis built shrines as graves for their
masters, circum ambulate them and light butter lamps, reminis-
cent of Buddhist practise around stupas of deceased master.

10. The body and the Mind

According to the Buddhist the mind and the body depends
with each other. They believed in citta or vijfiana which is not
a body. Rather we can say that they depend in each others. Ac-
cording to Sufi the inner essence in called Kvalab. We have sev-
eral instincts i.e. nafs. According to Sufi epistemology they are
divided into three groups. nafse ammara i.e. basis instincts like
earthly desires, second one is nasfse laoma i.e. tranquil desires
and third one is nafse mutainnai.e. devout to Allah. The first one
makes obstacles to reach our final destination. If we will able to
get rid of then we will achieve the bliss of ultimate one. Even
in Buddhism, according to Dharmakriti the character of mind
is unshakeable. But earthy desires make it crude casually. But
when it will relinquish the essence will arise. kSanabhangabada
or momentariness. This universe is nothing but the manifesta-
tion of the Allah. According to the Quranic view ‘there is no
God but God’ (112:1). The Sufis take the world but volition of
the almighty lord. The Quran praises Allah as ‘rabbul allamin’
means the almighty creator of the world. Therefore, love for man
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and love for Allah are synthetic. “Kunto kanjan makpiyan/fabab
tu an oraka/fa khalakatol khalka” means “my entity was con-
cealed. It was my will to manifest my spirit.” Multiple maxims
of the Holy Scripture Quran (ayat) emphasises oneness between
Allah and his creation. “Inni jayalun fil arde khalifa” means “I
must create the followers of mine in this world.” Briefly it aims
to denote that the feast of creation is nothing but the manifes-
tation of the divine grace of ‘Allah’. If we show two different
diagrams it will be easily understandable.

11. Latifa and alayavijiiana

According to the Sufi epistemology there is a subtle universe
embodied within us. It is called as Latifa. These are not accept-
able by our senses, whereas from these five elements our five
crude ‘mahabhiitah’ was created. These are Sky, Air, Fire, Wa-
ter and Earth. This physical earthly world was created from these
basic five crude element), mind, all senses and air. Sufi episte-
mology defines that human body is itself a combination of five
fundamental elements. It has two spheres. One is ‘alme amar’
the sphere of primary position. It comprises five components.
These are ‘kwalab’ (inner mind), ‘ruhu’ (instincts), ‘ser’ (hidden
mind), ‘khaki’ (soul) and ‘atka’ (deeper soul), whereas the sec-
ond is ‘alme khalak’ the successive creation from the first one.
‘Alme khalak’ is also composed of five components. Such are
water (ab), fire (atis), earth (khak), air (bad) and instincts (nafs).
According to the Sufi epistemology, the human body is itself a
small universe and above all, the inner human light called as ‘Lat-
ifah” means inward enlightenment.

Buddhism also had the concept of inward enlightenment.
It is called as Vijiianabada. Our body is the aggregate of rupa,
vedana, sammjna, samskara and vijiiana. This phenomenon uni-
verse is the manifestation from the inward enlightenment. That
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is why our body is made up with the combination of five sense
organs and mind itself.

12. Conclusion

To sum up, we often say that Sufism has no indigenous
growth. But Buddhism was born and blossomed in India. Ac-
cording to the Sufis this whole universe is nothing but the man-
ifestation of absolute One. But to know Him, at first we should
love His creation. We cannot deny it. If we deny His creation
that means we deny Him because creator and creation are same.
So, it is very essential that we have faith in Mankind. Buddhism
also seeks the inner essence of self. ‘Self” is very important term
both in Sufism and Buddhism. If we will able to know the proper
‘self” then we will achieve the ultimate bliss of Him. May be
paths are different but their goal is same. Both Fana and Nirvana
is nothing but the bliss of ultimate One which we cannot define.
Rather we will achieve only by our perception. For this point
of view, Sufi’s notion of Self annihilation i.e. Fana is nothing
but the resonance of Buddhist Nirvana, the permanent bliss of
ultimate One i.e. nibbanam paramam sukham.
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Aesthetic style of Mock-heroic
poetry in Sanskrit: Mudgaradiita of

Ramavatarasarma
Arijit Gupta’

For long Sanskrit has enjoyed a pre-eminent place among
Indian languages and literatures, being one of the most refined
and learned media of the cultured classes all over the subconti-
nent, even in the eighteen and nineteenth century. Among the
literary genres in Sanskrit, one of the rarest genres is satire or
mock-heroics, introduced to Sanskrit in the nineteenth century
by Mahamahopadhydya Ramavatara Sarma.

Shorter than a standard epic, mock-heroics is used to mock
the heroic pretensions of a pseudo-hero, who is also the writer’s
target, and the very bedrock of his twin driving forces— vanity
and ego. In English, Alexander Pope’s The Rape of the Lock
stands out as a fine specimen of this kind of literary composition.

In Sanskrit, mock heroics style first found expression in the
Mudgaradiita of Mahamahopadhyaya Ramavatara Sarma. Very
few writers broke away the tradition of poetry in Sanskrit, and
voiced their protest against social odds. Sarma’s composition,
closely following the lyrical style of Kalidasa, deals with the
depiction of a parody of the oddities of a scholar through the
medium of satire.

Mudgaradiita, inaugurating a new type in Sanskrit Poetry
is modelled upon western satires. The hero is an idiotic son
of a scholar and his “scholarly” activities are presented here

"Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Dwijendralal College, Kr-
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through the prism of his pervert mind from the subject matter.
The effect, which is mostly mock heroic, often ludicrous and
sometimes even obscene and unpleasant, is noticed for the first
time so prominently in the entire Sanskrit poetical literature.
Through the depiction of false heroic nature, deeds, egotism,
depiction of the previous birth or the various applications, tricks
and loosing the moral character of fraud hero, Miirkhadeva,

Based on mock-heroism with the sentiment of humour as it
is depicted in first sloka of Mudgaradita—

kim me putrairgunanidhirayam tata evaisa putrah

sunyadhyanaistadahamadhund vartaye brahmacaryam.

kascinmirkhascapalavidhavasnanapiitodakesu
svante kurvanniti samavasatkamagiryasramesu”

The idiot hero decides that he should live a bachelor’s life
dedicated to the meditation of the void. Then he starts to live in
the hermitages on the hill of passion (love) watered by streams
sanctified by baths of deprived widows.

False heroism is frequently represented in Mudgaradiita.
Here, we see the kalidasian poetic mood is quite followed by
the poet, Ramavatara Sarma with the cover of mock heroism.
False-scholarly activities of Mirkhadeva, the hero, foolish son
of a scholar, are presented here through the prism of his perverse
mind. The effect is mostly mock heroic and often ludicrous.
Seeing the stream beside the shrine he thinks, if by chance, it
should be burnt by the fire, what would be the destiny of the
creatures living in it? People assured him that they certainly
escape by flying up the trees. But the foolish sobbed loudly
praying the fire god not to burn down the stream-water as it is
the mother of the fish-clan. To recite this prayer he establishes
an assembly of cobblers.

1

"Mudgaradiita- 1/1
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The downfall of the character of Miirkhadeva and the
deprived widow as hero and heroine is clearly revealed in
Mudgaradiita with poet’s power of imagination.

Srutva vartamiti savidhavah suksmakaupinadharr

Tire nadya rajanimanayajjadyabiddhah sudhayai..>

In Islamic age in India early marriage was very common
and frequent system. Even then, girls were got married with
a man much elder than her before being an adult. As a result
they became widow in maximum cases. So, unlawfully or
unwillingly, as it has been seen or heard, they are attracted by
various seductive things. Sometimes they lost their pious and
moral character. In Mudgaradiita, the poet shows the inevitable
condition of the childhood widows. With this, the mock heroism
is also shown with the depiction of Miirkhadeva and his beloved
widow. As it is seen—

garbham labdhva tarunavidhava kapi tam lajjayoce

vaksyanti me kimiha bhagavan bandhavo garbhinim mam.

tam pratyiice prahasitamukho miurkhadevah pragalbho
madbhasmanuprabhavamayi te kyapayisyami garbham.’
And

sindirakto ranitavalayah satikavestitangah

sayam caitye pratidinamasavanjitikso nanartta..*

Mock heroism is also reflected in the boasting dialogue of
Mirkhadeva. He boasts of himself that he would do anything
impossible great work. He was sinful himself but he advices the
religious act for atonement.

bibhyad bhuitaccapalavidhavasangamaih piitacaityah

3

2ibid. 1/5
3ibid. 1/8
4ibid. 1/17
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prayascittam muhurupadisan sa grhasthesu papah.”™

The poet shows that the mock hero used trick to cheat
people with his clever eloquence and intellect which helps him
to plunder or earn money from them. He explains that the
Supreme Absolute Brahma is only existing matter. So, there
is no need to consider the difference between sin and virtue.
One who wants to be deliberated in heaven should abandon his
family. As it is found in Mudgaradiita—

bharyaputradiparihrtih svargasopanadhara

Jjalpannittham jagati vidadhe patakasya pracaram

He also declares that birds, fishes, insects, earth-warms are
rare and celestial forms. For one’s necessity they are killed in
thousand numbers.

In every stage of this kavya, description of mirth or humour
is the main intention of the poet. When, the hero boastfully
declares to the maidens about his previous life to impress them,
we cannot but laugh and astonish with the imagination of the
poet.

asam purvam rajakabhavane rasabhah sadhuvrtto

yaisa preshtha mama ca vidhava rasabhi sd sati ya.

caitye sva’yam mama kila pita sukari hanta mate—

tyadyairjanmantarasucaritairnandayamasa narih.”

The destitute Miirkhadeva has a deep efficiency in cheating
or occupying the hearts of the deprived girls. And he destroys
the money and wisdom of the country earning himself a lot of
money through his funny but clever tricks and paths.

vyartham kshiptwd bharatavasudhdadravyakotih sa kitah

6

5ibid. 1/18
5ibid. 1/20
7ibid. 1/23
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desopremolbanabhanitibhir nasayamasa vidyam.®

He boasts that he has the prowess to bring the medicine
from the Himalayan region for resist the hunger and he can
make one fly on the sky through meditation i.e. pranayama.

Depiction of Mudgara and Rasabht

Mudgaradiita, is a parody of Meghadiita in satirical style.
Keeping full reverence to Mahakavi Kaliddasa, Ramavatara
Sarma uses the style of Mudgaradiita in own kavya. In
Meghadiita, we see the cloud as the messenger of lonely Yaksa.
Here, in Mudgaradiita, poet uses a person named Mudgara-
nanda as the messenger of the idiotic hero, Mirkhadeva. He
sends Mudgara to his beloved wanton widow who eloped with
a paramour (Vita). The description of Mudgara is very much
interesting to the reader. Here, the poet applies impossibilities in
his depictions of Mudgara. When he boasts about his birthplace
and childhood—

janmanardhye varunabhuvane garjitam matrbhasa

krida sakrayudhanavatadidrohitadyaisca divya.

vasah kalpaksitiruhatale saikate devanadyd

bandhydaputro gururiti sukhar kah pravakturin mameste.’

Delivering the sentiment of mirth was the main ambition
of the poet. The hero, indeed is use a matter o humour with
Mudgara. As poet describes, Mudgarananda and Mirkhadeva
was going to a ceremony of a beloved widow. The path was
terrible dark and both of them were quite drunk. They fall on
a whole full of filth and oudor. In the morning they saw the
‘Rasabhi’ depicted as the heroine in this poem. Her description
also helps the poem to be a mock heroic.

8ibid. 1/14
oibid. 1/46

184



Aesthetic style of Mock-heroic poetry in Sanskrit

brddasthiilam capalarasanam ghoravibhatsariipam

vakrdcaram vikatatulasikasthamaladhyakantham.

tatroddamam vikrtavadanam rasabhim viksya karnci—

ttam dhavantim ciramanugatavapatu padaghatam.'°

She advices him to deliver and spread the divyasaktivada
and declare himself as a descendent of someone. And, always
he should stay with a wanton widow as his assistant—

parsve sasvad ghataya vidhava swairinirya kasci—

naividyadinyatha ca vibhajeh Sisyavargesu bhityah.'!

Style and Expressions of Meghadiita in Mudgaradiita

After her sweet eloquence Rdasabhi disappeared with a
paramour, as she was a wanton herself. Mirkhadeva was at-
tracted to her. He became upset with grief. Asking someone he
knew that she fled to a far island with the paramour. Mirkhadeva
wandered mournfully the places where she stayed, danced and
delivered a beautiful advice to him. The black hole, full of filth
and ordure made him morose and he sobbed disconsolately. At
that time, Mudgarananda appears and is sent as a messenger to
the heroine, Rasabhi with the message of Miirkhadeva.

Ramavatara Sarma depicts the Mirkhadeva as a hero
separated from his lover, i.e. virahi. Though he is in mock
heroic style, the Yaksa of Meghadiita is quite reflected to his
lover soul with the flow of Vipralambha Srrgdra. In the context
of Miurkhadeva's request to Mudgara the shadow of Meghadiita
is revealed through the mock heroic style by the poet.

Jjatam vamse bhuvanavidite varkaranandakanam

janami tvam vikrtipurusam kamaripam mahatman.

Or

0ipid. 2/68
Wibid. 2/73
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sarvajna tvam kimiva kathaye jiiatamevatmavrttam

sandesar me hara vitapaticchadmavislesitasya.'?

In the direction of the route, Mirkha says that oh! my
friend I advice a route in which you’ll travel with comfort, even
through meditation. You would be gazed by the young widows
and would prevent your hunger with bread and meat.

Sthane sthane tarunavidhavadystipataih praamodah

sthitllabhyushaih  swapasupisitaih  syacca santih ksud-
hayah.'®

The paramour eloped Rasabhi to the far-island i.e New
York or America. So the route is denoted from Mumbai via
Rome and France to America. As the poet says,

gantavya te vasatiranrtd nama dhurtesvaranam

vaspambhodhisthitatataritadiccandrikadhautaharmya.

In this context the name of Mexico, Italy, Egypt, Red sea,
Mediterranean Sea, Pacific Ocean etc. are translated in Sanskrit.
For the right direction of the destination Murkhadeva uses these
names. These suggest the imagination and fundamentalism of
the poet. These are such as—

Americans Dhirtesvarah
New York Anrta

French Spharanga
Mexico Maksika

Italy Hanubaladhara
Egypt Ajaputrah

Red sea Sonabdhih
Mediterranean Sea  Madhyambhodhih
Pacific Ocean Turigamburasih
Suez Canal Subijyakhyakuli

12ipid. 2/80-81
13ibid. 2/82

186



Aesthetic style of Mock-heroic poetry in Sanskrit

Mississippi Misrasipra
Spain Suphenah

The description of foreign country resembles to the style of
Meghadiita, where Alaka is described as a celestially beautiful
capital of Kubera. As describes Mudgaradiita,

Silpagarair nagaratatayah sagard yuddhapotaih

saild jyotibhir ganitabhavanaih setubhiryatra nadyah.

kulyambhobhir janapadapatha rdajamargaisca desa

viddudipaih Sasadharanibhair vithayo yatra ramyah.'*

But, here the western culture and civilization are blamed
for its shortcomings. The poet applies the slokas and appro-
priate words with suggestive meanings for showing the nega-
tivity of western culture and tradition. Indian tradition is hon-
oured and extolled without any speech or description. As it is in
Mudgaradiita,

yvatrasraddhah surapitrkule pindahomadisiunya

dhirta mugdhan surapityrucin ghosanairvaricayanti.

Or

dhurtairbhiiyastarunayatibhistadrsaih krsnariapaih

prema premetyupacitaravairyatra nrtyanti ramah.*

Where, In the house of the paramour, the deprived Rasabhi
is described by the poet, we see the shadow of Meghadiita in
which the Yaksapriya is depicted by Kaliddsa. The two heroines
are totally opposite in their all qualities. But the poetic style is
indifferent in both cases.

Sthiila sveta parusarasand sirnakandaradharosthi

madhye sphara stimitasunakapreksana tunganabhih.

sronikarsyat prakharagamand diiranamra stanabhyam

4ipid. 3/98
15;bid. 3/103-104
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ya tatra naravikasanatpiirvaja vanariva.®

Yaksavadhii of Meghadiita is a woman separated from her
husband in reality. Here, Rasabhi is a deprived widow fled from
her companion. But the depictive style of it spread humour to the
readers certainly.

gadhamodam tanusu divaseswesu gaccchatsu brddham

Jjatam manye vitapatiyutamasvabhdaryamivanyam.."’

Conclusion : Imagination of the poet:

The poet Ramavatara Sarma got the inspiration to create
such a mock heroic poem like Mudgaradiita from western satires
and mock heroic epics i.e. Rope of the Lock, Macflecknoe, Ab-
salom and Achitophel etc. Usually, as per Indian conceptual tra-
dition, in any kavya, a hero should be great, pious, full of val-
our, prowess and generosity, specially the fourth types of nayaka,
1.e. dhirodatta, diroddhata, dhiraprasanta and dhiralalita. The
heroine should be virtuous, well-born, devoted to her husband
i.e. satkulaja. The poet overcame the old tradition of Indian con-
cept and held a land mark with is exceptional and fundamental
creation, Mudgaradiita. 1t opens the path of such mock heroic
poetry in Sanskrit Literature. And the success of this poem we
can easily notice. Most of slokas are influenced by the style of
Meghadiita, Though the impression and the subjects are totally
different to each other, some slokas are tried to be pointed out for
showing the inter-relation as per as depictive style—

Meghadiita Mudgaradiita

1 | gantavya te vasatiralakda | gantavya te vasatiranrtda
nama yaksesvaranam | nama dhuirtesvaranm
(Megha-1/7) (Mudgara- 2/81)

1%ibid. 3/112

7ibid. 3/113
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tam  janithah  parimi- | tam  janithah  prala-
takatham  jivitam  me | panapatum  mrtyudevim
dvitiyam dvitiyam

diribhiite mayi sahacare | diribhiite ~ mayi  sa-
cakravakimivaikam. hacare  ghitkimivaikam.
(Megha-2/81) (Mudgara-3/113)
bharturmitram priya- | bharturitram ca-
mavidhave viddhi | palavidhave viddhi
mamambuvaham(Megha- | mam mudgarakhyam

2/97)

(Mudgara- 3/118)

tasmin kale jalada yadi sa

tasmin kale subhaga yadi

labdhanidra sya- sd daivayogatprabrddha

danwasyainan stani- | Syattam sadyasScatulacar-

tavimukho — yamamdtrm | itam miircchaermiird-

sahasva. (Megha- 2/95) hakampaih.  (Mudgara-
3/116)

sapanto me bhuja- | prananto me pra-

gasayanadutthite madasayandadutthite

dandapanau dandapanau

Sesan  masan  gamaya | mainam kalam gamaya

caturo locane milayitva.
(Megha- 2/108)

capale locane milayitva.
(Mudgara- 3/136)

britya evam taca sahac-
aro ramagiryasramastha.
(Megha- 2/99)

britya jarastava capalike
kamagiryasramasthah.
(Mudgara- 3/120)

ma bhiidevam ksanamapi
ca te vidyutd viprayogah.

(Megha- 2/11)

ma bhiidevam kacidapi
ca te svairiniviprayogah.
(Mudgara- 3/141)

H-
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