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RAMAKRISHNA MISSION VIVEKANANDA UNIVERSITY
(Declared by Government of India under Section 3 of UGC Act, 1956)
PO Belur Math, Dist Howrah 711202, West Bengal, India

Foreword

Swami Vivekananda wanted the grand truths of Vedanta embedded
in our Vedinta scriptures—the prasthana-traya, namely, Upanisads, Brahma
Satras and Bhagavad-Giti —to be taught to everybody irrespective of any
distinction, so that the whole nation may become strong and powerful by
imbibing the sublime ideas of Vedanta.

He also emphasized that these great Vedatic truths should be put
into practice in society to build up a vigorous and spiritually powerful
nation with men and women of impeccable character imbued with the
realization of the Atman as taught in the Vedanta scriputues, particularly
the Upanisads. Swamiji wanted that the grand truths in our ancient
scriptures, particularly Vedinta and Yoga, should be actualized in the
daily lives of every Indian in order that a powerful India—spiritually
advanced and morally elevated—may be built on the bedrock of ancient
Indian spiritual wisdom blended harmoniously with the modern scientific
knowledge. He in fact envisioned that Belur Math itself would one day
bloom into a full-fledged University, an all-round temple of learning
(Vidyamandira), wherein will be combined the best elements of the East and
the West. He wanted to create a machinery that would “bring to the door of
everybody what our ancients thought about the most momentous questions
of life”. Swami Vivekananda’s genius for synthesis and harmony has
been succinctly put by Romain Rolland in his famous biography of
Swamiji in the following telling words: “In the two words ‘equilibrium’
and ‘synthesis’, the whole of Vivekananda’s constructive genius may be
summed up.” Swamiji’s vision in regard harmonizing and synthesizing
the vast body of knowledge in our ancient system of Vedinta and Yoga
could best grasped by quoting his own powerful words:

“The dry, abstract Advaita must become living -- poetic --
in everyday life; out of hopelessly intricate mythology must
come concrete moral forms; and out of bewildering Yogi-ism



must come the most scientific and practical psychology -- and
all this must be put in a form so that a child may grasp it. That
is my life's work.”!

Swami Vivekananda also emphasized that the three great major
schools of Vedinta - Advaita, Visistadvaita and Dvaita-are not contradictory
at all. To quote his own inspiring words:

“Unfortunately there is the mistaken notion in modern
India that the word Vedanta has reference only to the Advaita
system; but you must always remember that in modern India
the three Prasthanas are considered equally important in the
study of all the systems of religion. First of all there are
the Revelations, the Srutis, by which I mean the Upanisads

Secondly, among our philosophies, the Sutras of Vyasa
have the greatest prominence on account of their being the
consummation of all the preceding systems of philosophy.
These systems are not contradictory to one another, but one
is based on another, and there is a gradual unfolding of the
theme which culminates in the Safras of Vyasa. Then,
between the Upanisads and the Sitras, which are the
systematising of the marvellous truths of the Vedanta, comes
in the Gita the divine commentary of the Vedanta.”

In the light of the above reconciliatory vision of Swami Vivekananda,
our University bearing Swamiji's hallowed name, organized a National
Seminar: Vedanta Darsana Vakyartha Sabha, on 19 and 20 February 2010 on
the occasion of the birth anniversary of Sri Ramakrishna to discuss the
prasthana-traya - Upanisads, Brahma Siitras and Bhagavad-Gita, as interpreted
by the great Aciryas of the Advaita, ViSistadvaita and Dvaita traditions
as well as a reconciliation of these systems in the light of Ramakrishna-
Vivekananda Vedianta thought. The entire deliberations—the talks and
the interactions—were fully in Sanskrit followed by an interpretation in
summary form in Bengali at the end of each deliberation. The two-
day seminar was divided into four sessions; the first three sessions were

!Swami Vivekananda’s Complete Works, 5.104



devoted respectively to Advaita, ViSistadvaita, Dvaita and the last and
concluding session to the harmonious reconciliation of these three systems
in the light of Ramakrishna-Vivekananda teachings.

The seminar was attended by faculty members and students from
several Universities and colleges in West Bengal and the resource persons
were eminent Professor-scholars who were specialists in the three Vedanta
traditions. These eminent scholars spoke in simple and powerful Sanskrit
and listening to them speak in mellifluous Sanskrit was in itself an
elevating experience, particularly because we rarely get a chance to listen
to Sanskrit speeches and that too for two full days. The interactions
among the scholars as well as between the scholars and the audience
were lively and enlightening. The spirit of harmony that permeated the
whole seminar held at Vidyamandira in the holy precincts of Belur Math
could be felt palpably by all those present. The entire proceedings of the
seminar were video-taped and some of the papers in the present volume
is based on this record. In being able to bring out this volume, albeit
belated, we feel particularly blessed, more so because this volume is
seeing the light of day on the occasion of Swami Vivekananda’s 150th
birth anniversary. May this maiden effort in studying and harmonizing
the three great Vedantic traditions—a monumental contribution of India
to world thought—encourage many more Universities and centres of
learning to take up similar efforts and may this humble endeavour inspire
the present and future generations of students and scholars to take up the
study of and research into Vedinta in a big way is our earnest prayer.

Qmaw
Belur Math Swami Atmapriyananda

7 June 2013 Vice Chancellor
(Sacred day of Sodasi Pija )
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Contemporary Relevance Of ADVAITA VEDANTA

Satheesha K S*

Advaita Vedianta or Absolute Non-dualism is an idealist system of
monastic thought that identifies the Supreme soul with the individual
soul, expounded by Sarikara, the great Indian philosopher. It constitutes
an integral part of the rich heritage of India. It has been the pregnant
philosophy of Indian sub-continent for the last two millennia.

The central theme of Advaita Vedanta may be summarized this way
— Brahman alone is real; everything else is unreal, Mithya, super imposed in
the Brahman; Jiva in his essential nature is no other than Brahman, The world
is not real since it is a projection of unreal Maya. It is however real enough
for practical purposes.

Advaita Vedanta provides an answer to the major problems which
confronts today. One of the major problems of today is the problem of
caste distinction and religious harmony in a pluralistic society.

Usually religion does not lead to religious disharmony. Forces
outside religion exploit the ignorance and of the common man generate
communal hatred. Advaita Vedanta always teaches unity in diversity. India
has a unique heritage which looked at the entire humanity as one spiritual
entity. This all comprehensiveness had its foundation on Advaita Vedanta.
There is scope for a perfectly human ethics in Advaita Vedanta, It says that
there are only four kinds of bodies born out of womb, egg, moisture and
soil. So in the ideological realign there is little scope are caste distinction.

At the religious level Advaita holds the view that Ekam sadvipra
bahudha vadanti indicating only one Isvara has many forms. In his
commentary on the Brahmasitra, Sarikara observes that Brahman is known
in two ways- saguna and nirguna — one which is associated with attributes
and the other without any attributes. The saguna will accommodate the
different forms like Siva, Visnu and so on, and worshiped by the followers of
different sects. There is no place for quarrel between the followers of two
different sects, because both of them according to Sarikara worship the same

* Assistant Professor, Dept. of Advaita Vedanta, SLBSRS Vidyapeeth, Qutub institu-
tional area, New Delhi-16
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God. The implication here is that the logic the logic which holds good in
respect of the different sects of Hinduism also holds well with regard to
the different religions like Islam, Christianity, and so on. Therefore there
is no place for disharmony.

Besides Advaita Vedanta advocates mental control by practicing $ama,
dama etc. It will enable one to lead a harmonious social life. So the
Advaita Vedanta is an effective weapon against social evils such as castism,
untouchability and religious intolerance. Sarikara in his Manisa Paficaka
states that a Candala and a Brahmana are same for him.

At the theistic level, which is called paramarthika avastha the God has
no name and form. As stated by Gaudapadacarya that supreme Brahman is
described by the sruti as saguna for easy understanding.

Since all religions, being the pathways to God, are equally valid,
there is no question of superiority or inferiority among them. Hence, the
Advaita Vedantic view can solve the problem of disharmony.

Another problem of today is the problem of Alienation from
oneself. Alienation from oneself is the greatest tragedy of man. Absorbed
in the things of the world and overwhelmed by a busy schedule of daily
life, the modern man is forgetful of the self which is not only closest to
him, but also his essence. The human being is a complex entity consisting
of the self and the material adjunct. Under the spell of ignorance, not
only does he not know the self, but also thinks of the net-self as the
self, identifies himself with it, and carries on his daily life as the subject
of knowledge, the agent of action, and the enjoyer of the consequences
of his action. Never inquiring in to the ‘I’ which points to the self, he
identifies the ‘I’ with the body when he says, ‘I am stout’, and so on;
with the senses when he says, ‘I am blind’, and so on; and with the
mind when he says, ‘I am happy’, and so on. Not only does he say so,
but also acts on that basis. The self for which the ‘I’ stands remains
untouched by stoutness, blindness and happiness which are the qualities
respectively of the body, the sense organ, and the mind. Ignorance of the
self leads to alienation from the self, which in its turn is the cause of the
manifold suffering. To overcome this alienation it is first of all necessary
to know that the self is different from the mind-sense-body complex. This
initial preparation recommended by Advaita Vedanta is called nityanitya-vastu-
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viveka and this discriminative awareness is the first step towards sanity.
Intellectual conviction about the self arising from its mediate knowledge
is not enough to regain the self. Mediate knowledge must be transformed
in to immediate knowledge through spiritual discipline in order to regain
the self. It will, indeed, be a transition from philosophy to non-philosophy,
from the sphere of reason to the realm of intuition.

Saiikara's Advaita Vedanta can also be a solution for the problem
of national integration. In reality, Sarkara's teachings are relevant to
National Integration and indeed for the integration of the whole world.
Many languages are spoken in our country and yet our country is one.
Sarikara strove for unity of the country not merely from the physical or
geographical point of view but also in the spiritual dimension. He has
also shown that our country is one and the parts cannot remain separated.
Though he hailed from Kerala, we have the Sarikaracarya Hills in Kashmir
which shows that Kashmir is part of India and will remain a part of
India. He went to Kashmir just to emphasize the unity of the Country.
A Namboodiri from Kerala was made the priest at the Badrinatha Shrine.
A Priest from Maharastra was given some responsibility at Ramesvaram,
Karnataka priests were appointed for the Pasupatinatha temple in Nepal.
Sure$varacarya, a north Indian was made the Pontiff of the Srngeri Matha,
situated in the south. Totakacarya who hailed from the south was made
the head of Jyotir Matha in the North. All these show how farsighted Adi
Sarikara was in his attempts to integrate India He is called the repository of
Sruti, Smrti and the Puranas. Being the source of National Integration, he has
done a lot for protecting and preserving the unity of our country. There
are people belonging to different religions in our country. Yet it is one
country. If there is any country in the world where people belonging to
different religions can live together, it is only India. It was Adi Sarikara who
had shown the very seeds of Vedinta for this unity. Service to society is
another hallmark of Advaita Vedanta. Qurs is a very ancient civilization.
We have always believed in the concept of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam and
Svades$o bhuvanatrayam, So the whole world is one for us. Therefore, if this
philosophy could be propagated, it will conduce to peace and happiness
in the whole world.

These days, our country is beset with a major problem, namely the
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problem of terrorism. Adi Sarikara's teaching can go a long way finding a
solution to these problems by giving us the proper guidance. His teachings
will provide us with a sound basis for peace and friendship not only among
the people of India but also peoples of the whole world.

Therefore the Advaita Vedanta is very much relevant today.

‘e
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Phrase Structure Analysis in Sanskrit

(With Reference to the First Verse of W and Issues Emerging
Thereof)

Dipesh Katira*

1. Introduction

It is well known that the SRR s are considered to be the earliest
instances of linguistic activity. It was then that a systematic analysis
of a particular aspect of a language was attempted for the first time.
Thus linguistics that aims to study human language in general draws
its inspiration from the Sanskrit tradition. Since its establishment as an
independent discipline (for not more than one and a half century) the
field of linguistics has given rise to many new avenues to the study of
a language. Many Linguists and Sanskritists today feel that a study of
Sanskrit through the framework of linguistics rather than through the
framework developed in its own tradition can give fresh insights and
lead to further development of both the disciplines- Sanskrit as well as
Linguistics.

The study of Sanskrit language mostly involves the study of the
rules of grammar that have already been laid down by the grammarians
and the way in which they succeed in generating the words and sentences
in Sanskrit. Alternatively, it may involve a study of techniques and meta-
language used by grammarians for making an exhaustive description of
Sanskrit. This work attempts to start with the actual Sanskrit sentences
rather than rules. We wish to analyze Sanskrit sentences. For the purpose
of this, we have chosen a single sample of a reasonably complex sentence
in form of the prose order of the first verse of the ﬁmméfﬂm an
epic poem written by a celebrated poet ¥, Our tool for analysis is
‘Constituency analysis,” a technique of linguistic analysis developed by
Bloomfield, Zlling Harris and others. We have customized the method
of analysis to some extent to suit the nature of Sanskrit language and the
purpose of analysis. On the bases of such an analysis we try to make

*Research Scholar, IIT, Mumbai.
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some comments and generalizations about the syntax of the language. It
would be too impulsive to make concrete propositions about the syntax
of Sanskrit language from the investigation of just one sentence. So, the
syntactic facts emerging out of this analysis are rather to be considered
as hypothesis that need a much wider survey and analysis of Sanskrit
sentences for getting established as syntactic facts. This work thus raises
more questions that need to be addressed in future rather than offering
findings.

We start off with the basic idea of a Phrase, its types, and the
concept of constituency analyses. This is followed by the analysis of the
prose order of the verses. For more clarity, a tree diagram of the analysis
ofthe verse has also been presented. The analysis is followed by a detailed
discussion of various issues, insights and observations that emerge from
it. The last section discusses possible applications of such a study and
future works.

2. A Phrase

It is an expression consisting of one or more words forming a
grammatical constituent of a sentence. An expression whose meaning
cannot be inferred from the meanings of the words that make it up is
also called as a phrase. However the former definition is only relevant
to the current discussion. It is generally a group of words functioning as a
single unit in the syntax of a sentence. In context of Immediate constituent
analysis, the sentence is conceived to have been composed of various
successive layers or components. Often the layers prior to single words
are termed as phrases. For example ‘The cunning fox ran away’ can be
divided into two phrases namely- ‘the cunning fox’ and ‘ran away’.

The phrases may be further divided into several types based on
the most important word in the phrase or the head of the phrase like Ad-
positional phrase, Noun Phrase, Verb Phrase etc.

3. Immediate Constituency Analysis

Leonard Bloomfield in his book ‘Language’ published in 1933
was the first one to explore the basic idea behind immediate constituency
analysis. This was further enhanced and refined by his successors Bernard
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Bloch, Zelling Harris, Charles Hockett etc. Immediate constituency
analysis is a method of parsing sentences wherein, a sentence is divided
into its major constituents. These constituents are further divided into
their immediate constituents. The process continues till the irreducible
constituents are reached. No special technique has been given by
Bloomfield to detect immediate constituents. He relies on the intuitions of
the native speakers for doing so' Sexdand e[ (.. subject and predicate)
found in Sanskrit tradition, but it goes beyond that till the most elementary
constituents are arrived at. When thinking of applying this concept to
Sanskrit the question arises as to whether are there any native Sanskrit
speakers? Bloomfield? remarks, “The later grammarians, including, I
venture to say, 9d®I%, were in no position to criticize the facts thus
given by their predecessors; for them Sanskrit was a second language,
spoken to be sure, but preserved and by them acquired through a literary
tradition, much as was classical Latin for a learned Italian of, say, the
fifth century A.D.” However, we one can comfortably stick to Paninian
grammar as the rules that a native speaker would adhere to while speaking
Sanskrit and go ahead with applying this concept to Sanskrit sentences.
In the example ‘The student speaks the language’, the sentence can be
divided into two phrases, ‘The student’ and ‘speaks the language’. ‘The
student’ can be further divided to its irreducible constituents, namely ‘the’
and ‘student’. ‘Speaks the language’ can be divided into one irreducible
constituent, namely- ‘speaks’ and a phrase, namely- ‘the language’, which
can then further be reduced to ‘the’ and ‘language’. This is explained in
the following tree diagram(figure 1) in which- S=sentence, Np= Noun
phrase, Vp= Verb Phrase, Det = Determiner.

This process is akin to the concept of
2Bloomfield, Leonard. “On Some Rules of Panini”. Journal of the American
Oriental Society 47, 1927, p. 66.

139



Dipesh Katira

/
/\ /\

Det
Det
the student speaks the language

Figure 1

From the above tree structure a number of observations can be set forth
about the syntactic organization of English language. This information is
written in form of phrase structure rules. From the above example we
deduce that-

S = Np,Vp (i.e., Sentence = Noun phrase followed by a Verb Phrase)?
We also see that a Np in English can be constructed in the following
manner —
Np = Det N (i.e., Noun Phrase = Determiner followed by a Noun).
We also come to know that one possible way of making a Vp in
English is —
Vp =V Np (i.e., Verb Phrase = Verb followed by Noun Phrase)
Thus the whole structure shown above can be summarized in the
following three rules—

(i) S=Np,Vp
(i) Np = Det,N

(iii) Vp=V,Np

3Bloomfield (1933: 64) calls the immediate constituents of English actor-
action constructions as nominative expressions and Verb expressions.
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There can be many other ways of making a Noun phrase or a Verb
phrase. The above rules just tell us of one possible way of making a
grammatically correct sentence and phrases in English. Thus abiding by
the above rules we can make thousands of grammatically correct English
sentences and also term other sentences like ‘speaks the language the
student’ that do not follow the above rules as ill formed English sentences.

3.1 The Noun Phrase

Noun phrases usually have a noun as their head. It may optionally
be modified by a modifier that may be seen either prior to or after a
noun. This modifier may be a determiner like an article (like ‘the’ or
‘a’), numeral, possessive (like ‘his’ or ‘my’) or a quantifier (like ‘some’
or ‘many’). It may alternatively be an adjective as in ‘The red pen’. It
may be a complement as in ‘A student of Sanskrit’. There can be other
modifiers as in ‘a tennis player’.

In some constructions the relation between the elements of a noun
phrase may not be of a head-modifier type. It may be of equality as in-

‘We, the people of India’.
In some cases the head of a noun phrase is implied as in-

‘One in hand is better than two in the bush’.

Another most important concept in phrase structure analysis is the
Verb phrase. In many cases the Noun phrase again is one of the immediate
constituents of a Verb Phrase.

3.2 The Verb Phrase

Verb phrase has a verb as its head. It is composed of the predicative
elements of the sentence. It may be made up of a single verb or a
combination of main verb and auxiliary verbs. Optionally, specifiers,
complements and adjuncts may also be found in a Verb Phrase. In
the example ‘the author wrote that book to refute the contradictory
ideas’, ‘wrote that book to refute the contradictory ideas’ is a verb
phrase. In the sentence ‘Dinesh got the message through a friend’, ‘got
the message through a friend’ is the verb phrase that contains a noun
phrase complement, ‘the message’ and a prepositional phrase, an adjunct,
‘through a friend’.
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3.2.1 Narrow concept of a Verb Phrase

Verb phrases are also defined narrowly by some linguists. This
definition allows only those sentence elements that are strictly considered
as verbal elements to form verb phrases. According to such a definition,
verb phrases consist only of main verbs, and other infinitives or
participles. For example in the following sentences only the bold and
the italicized words would be considered to form verb phrase for each
sentence.

a. John gave Mary a book.

b. They were being eaten alive.

c. She kept screaming like a maniac.
d. You shall not kill.

This more narrow definition is considered to be incompatible with
the generative theory of the verb phrase, since the bold strings are not
constituents under standard analyses.

4 The FROdT-=E,

Wﬁ?ﬂﬂ is an epic poem composed by the celebrated Sanskrit
poet “A’ in around the seventh century AD. It enjoys the status of
one of the five best epic poems composed in Sanskrit. It is based on an
episode of the HEMNA in which the hero a!é:l while worshipping lord
R is provoked into a fight by a f¥1d, a mountaineer, who is out for
hunting. He was actually 1@ himself in disguise of a #{d, who wished
to test the valour of his devotee. When \"Hﬁc:l recognizes the true identity
of his invincible adversary, he bows down and worships him. Lord Rais
satisfied with eﬂﬂeq ’s bravery and gave him the IRJATE.

The verse of the first canto of this epic poem has been chosen
for this analysis for the following reasons-

1. The verses here in have been composed by a poet whose Sanskrit
writing style is appreciated by one and all. This ensures that the
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material selected is almost completely free from errors. If at all
there is any error, it may be looked upon as a part of natural flow of
the language.

. Most of the verses in this canto have been composed in FERIIA
which is neither too small not too long nor complex. This enables
us to try this model of analysis on the sentences that are complex
enough to give us some new insights into the syntax of Sanskrit.

. The first canto contains many different types of sentences. This
confronts us with many different issues and consequently makes
the analysis interesting.

5. The Analysis of the first verse of W\_riﬁm{

The immediate constituency analysis for Sanskrit sentences shall

be carried out as per the following scheme-

TR
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6. About the analysis

Professor Brendan Gillon opines that the method one may use
to analyze a language depends upon what one intends to find out and
what one expects to find out (From a private conversation). Also, Kiibler
remarks-

“It is also worth noting that many syntactic theories make use
of hybrid representations, combining elements of dependency
structure with elements of phrase structure. Hence, to
describe dependency grammar and phrase structure grammar
as two opposite and mutually exclusive approaches to natural
language syntax is at best an over-simplification.”

As suggested above, we shall now lay down a policy for carrying
out this analysis. One decisive factor is whether we accept the broad
definition of the Verb Phrase or the narrow one. The broad definition
seems to be more appropriate principally as that is the definition which
shows the minimum immediate constituents of the sentence at the first
step. However, accepting the narrow definition for Sanskrit will be more
convenient for two reasons —

1. the order of Sanskrit sentences is relatively free and,

2. Verb mostly comes at the end of all other parts of the sentences in
the default word-order in Sanskrit.

Moreover, it will also not be principally incorrect. The fact that the
first two immediate constituents of a sentence are Np and Vp is accepted.
However, this is very well known. So, for this study we choose to accept
the narrow definition of the Vp. Thus we derive more than two immediate
constituents at the first step of the analysis. This reduces the number of
steps involved in the analysis.

The following three types of Nps may be found most commonly-
1- Np= Adj, N and 2 Np= Noun in the sixth case, N and 3- Np= Det, N.
The second one would have been eventually categorized as a

“Kiibler S, McDonald R and Nivre J. Dependency Parsing. Morgan and
Claypool Publishers, 2009, p.3.
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separate phrase named Prepositional phrase in English. While analyzing
Sanskrit sentences in this work, single nouns, i.e., the nouns that are
not supplied with any adjectives or determiners and with whom other
words in the sixth case are not related, are not treated as phrases at all.
Such nouns do deserve to be called as phrases at a particular level as
they are replaceable by Nps at that level. However we do this just for
convenience. This helps us to avoid calling the same single word as a
phrase at one level and ‘word’ at another level and thus helps reduce the
number of steps involved in the analysis.

With these two important points about the Immediate
constituency analysis, our assumption about the sentence now is
that S= Npl+Np2+Np3....+Npn+tN1+N2+N3+.... Nn+Vp/V instead of
the analysis S= Np+Vp.

The two points mentioned above can be illustrated as follows:
We draw an immediate constituency analysis diagram in two ways for
the sentence-

Sk <
HAUEE AT $o&ls JgH, AHdd|
1. Analysis considering
(a) S=Np+Vp and

(b) considering even single words as phrases(figure 3)-
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gﬂ?@w@ W&ﬁa@{mﬁﬁ

ORISR YAT: (Np) W&ﬁ ?ZIE‘{SIEFCTH(VP)
/ \ / IGH(NP) aa—ﬁai%r(NP)
FRTEFI(N) ELN)  STgea(V) a@{(N) FOHA(N)
Figure 3

(Note: NPs 9€H_ and @bi;i;l would have become Prepositional phrases in
English)

2. Analysis considering
S= Npl+Np2+Np3....+NpntN1+N2+N3+....Nn+Vp/V as per the nar-
row definition of the VP and not considering a single word as phrase-

W@W@T FosA g5 A ded

7N

FIRTERI(N) TAEN) peEa(N)  FFIUN)  ergEay)

Figure 4

(Though the steps have reduced, all the syntactic information about the
sentence has been obtained)
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In the discussion that will follow, the word ‘sentence’ will be used
in two senses-

1. In sense of a Discourse- This will also be referred to as a HaldTH
most of the times. This is in conformity with the idea of sentence
as found in E"T'\I?Ngs. There it is seen that the sentence is a group
of words that communicate a whole thought. The idea of Ha&TATH
is also found in the aTRIIEH of Ht-jaﬁ In our analysis, all the ideas
conveyed in one verse, though at times, in several sentences, will
be considered as one HeldTH.

2. Insense of a sentence as per the regular definition, i.e, a grammatical
unit consisting of one or more words that generally bear minimal
syntactic relation to the words that precede or follow it, a set of
meaningfully grouped words or words sharing mutual expectancy.

7. The Analysis

Verse 1
5':_*"11 '%"?T ‘Wﬁ! W‘

W@iaﬁaﬂw.u

Wz-a‘c (QAIEIAIQI:) @K\ Tl {99 ST EIGI\ g qrSl giaH El\'\laﬂq IgE, O
[aNl aN : ol %.1 ha¥ : =\ haY [N aNk <\ |5

Translation :Having learnt (what he wanted to know) in the disguise of a
traditional student, the forest-dweller whom he (i.e. ﬁﬁﬂfﬁi) had ordered to
investigate which attitude he (i.e. ﬁ‘cﬁ) had adopted towards his subjects
in order to safeguard the royal fortune of the lord of %% land, returned to

RN in the &4 forest.®

SHEIATY gives a little different 37aa: — FEUMH AT 5@ T+t ooy i afag
9q gg Hﬁﬁ%?ﬁ . gaT I%ﬁi?{: L35 gdad ﬁﬁﬂf@'{ THEEN However, everywhere the
Y that will be given in this work will be considered as the base for the analysis.

®The above is the translation given by J.A.F Rood Bergen. It seems from his trans-
latlon that he has accepted the 3I=9 of the above verse to be as follows- IS &I
o gt QT?‘IIL hence, his translation varies in meaning from what AfGY has given.
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The Analysis : The whole 2= is the sentence under consideration.
[ S aNITE\

However, it can be reduced to == I8 QFFFI T4, The sentence is
further broken up into a N — gRIfS¥H, another N — g9 a Np- & ElTﬁU%'I%'&T{Df
fafed: 9= and a Vp - THTIE,

The Np-4| aﬁﬁﬁﬁ fafed: a=: is analyzed as Np 9 fafga: T
and Adj- m’ﬁﬁ%ﬁi The Np is further analyzed as Np- &: e and Adj-
fafgd:. This Np is further analyzed as — Ap (Adjective Phrase)- @ ¥,
(FFIX:) Sfggd. *FE and N- ==¢. This Np is analyzed into P (pro-
noun)/Det (determiner) |:, and a S- IH (3&@1:) g ﬁlﬁﬂ‘{ The S is
further analyzed into P-3¥, N- (JIM:) V- $GE and a Np- I alegH,
The Np is further analyzed into Ind (indeclinable) — %&@{ and Np — [
g, The Np is further analyzed into N — qIe&H, and Np QTrlTﬁ EISEe
This Np is further analyzed into N — %<T¢ and Np T g, This
Np is further analyzed into N- F/H, and Np- @: ST¥G&. The Np is
further analyzed into N- STe9&d and Np- &0 3/™:. The Np is further
analyzed into N- $&UH and N- ..

The Vp THEE is analyzed as Adv (Adverb) @H_ and Vp- T
The Vp is further analyzed as Adj- 31 and V- 94I1. Please refer Figure 5
on the next page for the tree diagram.

8. Observations

@ The entire sentence i.e. the prose order is to be written as the
main Sentence or the IP (Inﬂectional Phrase) However only the
main components i.e., FFEC gﬁ:ﬂ'@( &9 G have been written,
because the other components of the sentence are connected to one
of these components in some way or the other. For example the
words 9:, m’ﬁ%?ﬁ and T1Ed: are being considered by me to be
adjectival to CEEIE appearing in the main sentence. Doing so is
more convenient and it also saves space.(continues on page 142)

The translation as per J.A.F Rood Berghan will be given after each verse for ease in
understanding.
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& The Problem of Adjective and Substantive-The words &,

?ﬁ%ﬁ, fafed: and S99 are all of same rank. All the words
reflect on a particular quality of the spy’. Grammatically all the
words are used in nominative singular. Thus, a question arises that
which of them is to be considered as the substantive and which
are the adjectives? The topic is debatable unless the intention of
the speaker is known. This speaker’s intention of conveying one
particular word as adjective and other as a substantive becomes
very clear in Hindi or Marathi or English either from the order
in which they have been placed or from the use of prepositions,
postpositions or case affixes. Though it is difficult to determine
this in Sanskrit, the meaning intended be conveyed by the speaker
does get conveyed perfectly without the need for any deliberation
on this issue. It has been rightly observed by Joshi (1967) that
adjectives and substantives are a single class in QTUTE, For GTUTH,
morphologically or grammatically speaking there are no distinct
classes like adjective and substantive. For qIUTH, it is the q94-
marking that determines the grammatical category of a 9q. So, may
it be an adjective or a substantive, both are a single category in
qIUTH, namely 'G&=’s (the ones that end in §4 -suffixes). Joshi
remarks “The term grammatical category refers to the morphemic
form conveying the notion of gender, number, person, tense, mood,
etc. “The parts of speech” is a logical categorization presenting
the general procedure for classification of words upon a plan
which although supported by logic, is no single way contrary to
the grammatical facts.” However for persenting the Constituent
analysis, this point is very important. Unless the Substantive is
determined, one cannot go ahead with parsing the remaining part

7Except for €:. In this case the whole subordinate clause attached to €: i.e. IH
Gt g %&@q, collectively acts as an adjective and convey something about the
substantive.

8See for details- Joshi, S. D. “Adjectives and Substantives as a Single Class in the
“Parts of Speech” Journal of the University of Poona, Humanities section 25, 1967, p.19-
30

%ibid., p.19.
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-

of the sentence. For the purpose of going ahead with the analysis
we have chosen = as the substantive arbitrarily.

The role of €: in the Sentence having 9g-dg pair-At the
stage of the Np — & FeaL:, the noun is separated and we have this
whole phrase ®: ¥ (WY afgH. $FE. The whole thing is an
Adjective of T So we consider this as an Adjective phrase.
This Adjective phrase is further analyzed into a P or a Det — |:1°,
This |: along with the other part is adjectival to the N- T of the
main sentence. It can also be seen as a demonstrative determiner
for discourse deixis and at the same time, an Anaphor. It refers
to any person or a thing that is denoted by any form of 9g that is
singular and masculine in gender (since §: is masculine) in the same
sentence.

A Sentence springing out of an AdP-There is a pair of words
gq and dq. Both refer to the same entity in reality. However each
of'them is a part of a different sentence. Both of them may play roles
different from each other in the sentences to which they belong!!.
All the information contained in the sentence having any form of 9g
flows to the corresponding dg in the other sentence and becomes
adjectival to it. The sentence containing dg though syntactically
complete may seem to be incomplete in meaning unless the sentence
containing some form of dg follows or in some cases precedes it.
That is the reason why we see a new sentence springing out of this
Adjective phrase. It is also to be noted that we get the subject of
this sentence as ‘3&@1 through inference from the context. The
verb 319y, itself indicates some third person singular agent. It can
be any third person singular agent. However from the context we
realize that the agent is ?gf‘\qf@? Such an inferred agent is shown in
the analysis with dotted lines.

Dealing with ‘JIT;[FHT'\\'JH nominal forms-There are words in

0Unlike English, Sanskrit does not have articles as determiners. However,
these kinds of demonstrative determiners are commonly found in Sanskrit.

g: ge=g: g qHEEl- 4 (FMMR:) IfEgH. 3TgE| Here we see that & and T, are
parts of different sentences. ®: is a determiner and adjective of 94X that is the Fal.
JH_ is an object in another sentence.
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Sanskrit that are made out of ¥lds i.e., action indicative roots by
adding some suffixes that make them nominal. They are then
declinable as any other nouns but at the same time they continue
to have an expectancy of a q’?ﬁ, FH etc. like verbs. %&-@1 (for
the purpose of knowing) is one such example. It is an indeclinable
related to the verb 319§, through a relationship of purpose. However
the root l%@ (to know) has expectancy of a dl which is the same
as that of 3§ i.e. ‘JTWI The expectancy of % is fulfilled by
g™ This word g (inclination or willingness or behavior) is also
derived from a verbal root 9d_ (to be) and has an expectancy of the
Fdl, that is fulfilled by a2 and that of the JTRFRTI, that is
fulfilled by =T

Problem of the sixth case- All the three words F&UMH, =/:
and STEI9ET are in the sixth case. However there is no adjective-
substantive relation among them. We know this because though
the gender of %% and MY is the same, the number differs. The
gender of %% and that of Y are different. The gender of At and
M are also different. Adjective-substantive relation cannot exist
among two or more words unless all the three, namely, their gender,
number and the case are same. However there is something more
special about the sixth case. In a sentence like — 314 QTSI few
T T TRl though all the three words 9T91UT, foT8 and SR,
are in the sixth case, the adjective-substantive relation still does not
exist among them. Each of these words is related to the other in a
different way but same sixth case is being used'®.

Dealing with prefixes to the Verb- A Verb Phrase of a strange

nature can be seen here. It consists of only one word GHEE Here,
GH and =T are prefixes. HH here means ‘Nicely’ 31 here indi-
cates that the movement (indicated by the verb 2| ) is towards
g, The poet intends to make the reader feel an emotional

L237ferq¥ is in the sixth case in accordance to 9IS rule- Eh_ci?ﬁuﬁz Fidl (2/3/65)
BBThis is in accordance to the WUT's rule — W8I M| (2/3/50) NI and

(o oI N

faoiE are connected by SFHidEHMEERR while & and M, are related by
EEEEERER, @, and 49 are related by SFHEHTEE=ER
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proximity to RIS in this context since he is at a higher plane when
compared to a spy. Had the spy been a character deserving more
focus than gﬁlﬁﬂ, the poet would have most probably described
this event as ‘A= JreBl T97". When we think in this way the
line between an adverb and a verb starts appearing to be very faint.
These prefixes are always written along with the main verbs. But
HH_ can surely be claimed to be adverbial to . Whether 3T
too is adverbial or a part of the verb is an issue that needs more
contemplation. We have however prepared the tree for time being
considering it to be of such a nature. Dealing with prefixes to the
Verb- A Verb Phrase of a strange nature can be seen here. It consists
of only one word THEETN Here, @9, and T are prefixes. @H_ here
means ‘Nicely’ =1 here indicates that the movement (indicated by
the verb T4t ) is towards gﬁ:@? The poet intends to make the
reader feel an emotional proximity to Hﬁl’f@? in this context since
he is at a higher plane when compared to a spy. Had the spy been
a character deserving more focus than Hf\‘c'lj@'{, theﬁ poet Wguld have
most probably described this event as ‘@< IS T4, When
we think in this way the line between an adverb and a verb starts
appearing to be very faint. These prefixes are always written along
with the main verbs. But @H can surely be claimed to be adverbial
to T, Whether 2T too is adverbial or a part of the verb is an issue
that needs more contemplation. We have however prepared the tree
for time being considering it to be of such a nature.

9. Conclusion

The idea of immediate constituency analysis was adopted and
applied for the first time to the prose-order of a verse from Wﬁﬁ]ﬂ
Various issues in analyzing these Sanskrit sentences have also been
discussed at length under the heading ‘observations’. It was observed
that there is a need to identify various phrases as above and study their
behavior to find out which are the possible roles that they can play in a
sentence and whether there is any role that they can never play.

The category of Adjectives is ambiguous. Identifying an adjective
out of several words written in the same gender, case and number is
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difficult. It poses problems for taking the constituency analysis further.
QIUTH also in his rules (like fe=Su fo=IsIuT g1, ) alludes to term “ferRISoT
but does not tell anything about how Adjectives are to be identified. One
does need to identify them for applying qIUT's rules too. Though Bhat
(1991) and Joshi (1967) have addressed this problem, a corpus based study
of adjectives has never been undertaken. There is a need to take a larger
sample of sentences, focus solely on adjectives and try to investigate as
to what are the various types of words that can act as adjectives? Which
Fqd s are more likely to act as Substantives when several different $gds
have been used together? Which types of &hgeds and compounds have
mostly assumed the frozen forms? Of compounds and Fgeds who are
more likely to assume the role of adjectives? Under which circumstances
does a ARgAEd form become an adjective? etc. A very little deliberation
of this kind has been made in this work and much more of it is required.

The syntactic facts emerging out of an extensive study of this kind
will not only be helpful in shedding more light on the syntax of Sanskrit
sentences, but will also be useful in developing computational tools
for processing Sanskrit'4, like the Sanskrit Hindi Machine Translation
Systems (like the one that is being built by a consortium of seven
universities under the leadership of Dr. Amba Kulkarni), information
retrieval systems, grammar checkers etc.

‘e

“Many computational tools have been prepared by Gerard Huet INRIA, Paris
<http:/ /sanskrit.inria.fr/DICO/reader.html>, Amba Kulkarni, University of
Hyderabad <http://sanskrit.uohyd.ernet.in/lang-tech/lang-tech.html> Peter
Scharf, Brown University, Pennsylvania <http://sanskritlibrary.org/> and
Girish Nath Jha, JNU, Delhi <http:/ /sanskrit.jnu.ac.in/index.jsp>
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Shampa Paul*
1. INTRODUCTION

Rebellion or uprising is a refusal of obedience or Order. It may,
therefore, be seen as encompassing a range of behaviours aimed of
destroying or replacing an established authority such as a government or
a head of state. On the one hand the forms of behaviour can include non-
violent methods such as the (overlapping but not identical) phenomena
of civil disobedience, civil resistance and non-violent resistance. On the
other hand, it may encompass violent campaigns. Those who participate
in rebellions especially if they are armed rebellions are known as 'rebels'.
A rebel is distinguished from an outsider. An outsider is one who is
excluded from a group whereas a rebel goes against it. Also, a rebel's
potential to overthrow the leadership is recognised and substantial unless
the rebellion is crushed where as an outsider has been marginalized and it
considered to be degenerate.

Throughout history, many different groups that opposed their
governments have been called rebels. Over 450 peasant revolts erupted
in south-western France between 1590 and 1715. In the United States,
the term was used for the continentals by the British in the revolutionary
war, and for the confederacy by the union in the American civil war. Most
armed rebellions have not been against authority in general but rather have
sought to establish a new government in their place. For example, the
Boxer Rebellion sought to implement a stronger government in China in
place of the weak and divided government of the time. The Jacobite Rising
(called 'Jacobite Rebellions' by the government) attempted to restore the
deposed Stuart kings to the thrones of English, Ireland and Scotland,
Rather than abolish the monarchy completely.

2. OPINION

Aristotle and Kautilya are the two important ancient thinkers who

*Guest Lecturer, Dept. of Sanskrit, APC College, Sajirhat, North 24 Parganas, West
Bengal



Shampa Paul

studied the problem of rebellion from the point of view of maintenance
of stability of the government. Though their theories of state are different
but both of them are unanimous of the point that rebellion is detrimental
to the health of state.

In the present chapter, we shall first discuss the meaning of
rebellion and subsequently we shall discuss the Theories of state
expounded by Aristotle and Kautilya in order to correctly understand their
theory of rebellion.

2.1 TYPES OF REBELLION

An armed but limited rebellion is an insurrection and if the
established government does not recognise the rebels as belligerents then
they are insurgents and the revolt is an insurgency. In a large conflict
the rebels may be recognised as belligerently without their government
being recognised by the established government in which case the conflict
becomes a civil war.

Civil resistance movements have often aimed at and brought —
out the fall of a government or head of state and in these cases could
be considered a form of rebellion. Examples, include the people power
Revolution in the Philippines in the 1980's that ousted President Marcos,
the mass mobilization against authoritarian rule in Pinochet's Chile,
198388 ; the various movements contributing to the revolution of 1989
in Central and Eastern Europe and to the dissolution of the Soviet Union in
1991 ; and the revolutions in Serbia in 2000, Georgia in 2003 and Ukraine
in 2004. In many of these cases the opposition movement saw itself not
only as non-violent, but also as upholding their country's constitutional
system against a government that was unlawful, for example, if, it had
refused to acknowledge its defect in an election. Thus the term 'rebel' does
not always capture the element in some of these movements of acting as
a defender of legality and constitutionalism.

2.2 Aristotle's Opinion

Aristotle does not use the word revolution or rebellion but he uses
the Greek word 'stasis' which really means certain type of conflicts in state.
It 1s rightly pointed out by Morall that stasis does not mean revolution.
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He further argues that its correct translation is discord between groups
which may, though not always take resort to violence to achieve changes
in the structure of polis for their own benefit. Aristotle was a student of
biological science, therefore, we can see the influence of contemporary
medical teaching on his political ideas.

Aristotle at first discusses the cause of rebellion and political
disorder and subsequently he analyses them with reference to different
constitutions.

Rebellion is taken here as a violent action of a group of the people
against the established regime. The nature of state in ancient Greece is
based on the fact that it is known by the nature of classes that composed it
therefore, successful rebellion by a section of the people invariably leads
to changes in the class composition of the ruling group and beings about
constitutional change in the state.

Aristotle examines the rebellion and political change in different
constitutions. First, he discusses 'Stasis' in democracy and Oligarchy and
secondly, he discusses it in polity and aristocracy. After this, he devotes
considerable space to deal with rebellion in monarchy and tyranny.

After discussing the cause of rebellion, Aristotle describes in detail
how stability should be ensured and revolutionary changes be avoided. He
is off the view that if we know the causes of constitutional changes, we
also know that things will preserve them.

After discussing the problem of political change in democracy and
obligarchy, he deals with the problems of monarchy and in obligarchy and
tyranny are not different because they are close similarities between the
two sets. He is of the view that tyranny represents the corrupt, from of
obligarcy and democracy hence it is most hurtful to the rules.

In the preceding discussion, we have elaborately dealt with
Aristotle's ideas on rebellion. He points out that stasis ultimately results
in political and constitutional change. He discusses causes of rebellions
as well as ways and means to avoid them. Though he primarily deals
with Greek politics but most of his advice is relevant to other political
situations because of his success in generalising his political evidences.
He makes it clear that terror and oppression are not the best instruments
of maintaining stability and they are not in the ultimate interests of those
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who use it. His discussion was important because an unique attempt in
comparative politics as he seeks to study causes of political change as
well as methods of preserving stability and integrity of the state.

2.2 Kautilya's Opinion

According to Kautilya, the state is made of seven constituent elements
the king, ministers, fort, rural area, treasury, army and friend. He is of
the view that of these seven elements, the king is the most important
and calamity or befalling the king is the most dangerous. There are
different types of calamities befalling different constituents and rebellion
is one of the most dangerous calamities befalling the state. Of all
the seven elements, the king is the most important as he provides
leadership, dynamism and energy to other six elements. If the king is not
endowed with necessary qualities he destroys his prosperous and devoted
constituents.

Kautilya defines revolt as kopa or anger of the people. The Kopa
can be of the two types — revolt in the outer regions (bahya kopa. The
revolt or rebellion is essentially anger of the people or Prakrti Kopa.
He says “moderation, such as passion and soon, rouses one's own
constituents, wrong policy, rouses foreign constituents. Both these
amount to demoniacal conduct. A change in one's own people is revolt.*
This means that when the people change their opinion about their king,
they revolt or irk against him. There are many causes of revolt but
basically revolt occurs because of change in attitudes of the people. They
change their opinion because of wrong policies of the king which he
pursues due to lack of self-control.

The rebellion occurs because of many causes and Kautilya discusses
them in detail. He is of the view that the first cause of the rebellion is unjust
and unrighteous behaviour of the king. The king becomes unjust when
he loses control over his senses. He gives several historical examples to
show how the lack of self-control leads to destruction of monarchy. He
points out that even if the king is the lord of whole universe, he would get
perished if he does not possess control over his senses.!. He is of the view
that the king should be righteous and the right kings are supported by the

11.6.4.11
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people as they do not want change in the regime. It is always difficult for
the enemy to defeat a weak but a righteous king as he enjoys the support
of the people and where there is love all qualities are present?.

Now we shall discuss the people who take part in the revolts. The
revolts occur both in the interior and outer regions of the state. The interior
region means the capital city and area surrounding it. The rebellion in
the interior is generally led by a crown prince, minister, royal chaplain
or chief of the army. The rebellion in outer region means revolts in the
frontier areas and the areas and the areas that are inhabited by the forest
tribes. The revolts in the outer regions are generally led by the chief of
the country side, the frontier officer, the forest chieftain and the vassal.3.
The above officers prominent people have their own reasons to raise the
banner of revolt because they either want to become the king themselves
or seek to carve out a state for themselves.

The revolts assume different forms and they are the result of
wrong policy. Kautilya says, 'the use of peace and other policies not
in the prescribed manner is wrong policy. From that springs dangers
of conspiracy or revolt.*. While describing the dangers in the interior
and outer regions, he says—'(Danger) originating in the outer region and
responded to from the outer region and originating in the interior and
responded to from the interior. These are the four types of conspirers'.>.
Thus the revolts assume four forms—

i. Revolt in outer region responded to from the interiors.
ii. Revolt in the interior region responded to from outer regions.
iii. Revolt in outer regions and responded to from outer regions.
iv. Revolt in interior regions and responded to from interior regions.

Kautilya not only discusses the nature, scope and causes of revolt but
he also deals with the ways and means to overcome it. He talks about

27.3-15-18
39.5.12 and 22
49.5.1

59.5.3
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both preventive and corrective measures. First he deals with the general
measures that are to be adopted to overcome rebellion. Then he talks about
how the specific cases of rebellion should be dealt with.

2.3 Comparative study of concepts of rebellion in politics and
Arthasastra

Rebellion in a principal means to effect political change, when
other political means are exhausted. The rebellions become successful
or they win the support of a large number of the people when the people
have lost confidence in existing political set up, because legitimacy of the
regime is in question. Both Aristotle and Kautilya discussed the causes of
rebellion as well as ways to overcome them.

It must be pointed out that the word rebellion in the modern
sense of the term was not used by both the thinkers though due to non-
availability any other word. I have preferred the word rebellion. Aristotle
used the word 'Stasis' and Kautilya used the word Prakrti Kopa. The word
'stasis' is derived from medical science which means discard in the state
that damages its health and leads to violent political change. The rebels
want to change constitutions or want to change rulers. 'Prakrti Kopa' is
considered as Vyasana that affects the health of the state. The meaning
of Kopa is anger or wrath of the people. The Kopa occurs when the people
change their attitudes towards the king. Since in ancient India there did
not exist different kinds of constitutions, therefore, the 'Prakrti Kopa' or
rebellion was attempted to change the ruler, if not the constitutions. There
did not exist the distinct sense of constitutional politics in India as Aristotle
displayed a remarkable grasp of nature of different constitutions. He
wanted to avoid rebellion as he considered 'Stasis' as some sort of disease
and suggested ways and means to cure them. Kautilya also considered
rebellion as Vyasana that throws the thing out from its good. It is a disease
and he suggested ways and means to cure them.

3. Conclusion

The institute of state always faced the problem of rebellion because
the state is essentially an agency of repression and it tries to bring about
integration of class society with the help of ideology as well as with the
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help of force. Every class society aspires for progress, because it is the
essence of dialectics but in the process if faces the opposition of the classes
that are hurt. When the ideological indoctrination fails to obtain obedience
from the people the state has to use its repressive agencies to put down the
rebellion.

Our own history is replete with rebellions—which are of
progressive nature as well as regressive nature. A revolt does not assume
serious proportion, if it is not supported by a large number of the people.
The people rise against repression and a political rebel or an assassin has
a special place in the hearts of the rebellions people because according to
Aristotle 'men do not become tyrants to avoid cold. This is the reason why
the honours paid to the man who assassinates a tyrant and not a mere thief
is also great.

Aristotle and Kautilya were also aware of the fact that normally
rebellions are led by the people who are the part of existing state
machinery. If the rebels are provided with proper leadership, they would
succeed. Stray and leaderless violent activities of the mobs would not
bring about desired political change. Case histories of the most of
rebellions and popular revolts confirm to this original insight. It is so
because leading rebellion to success or prominence is a difficult job and
the one who is conversant with the operation of state machinery can do if
effectively.

+ee
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