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Om. May my speech be established in the mind, and
in turn let my mind be established in speech. O Self-
effulgent Brahman (the Supreme Being)! Reach me
through and through! May my speech and mind be ca-
pable of revealing to me the inner meaning of the Vedic
mantras. Let my learning never leave me [but be a con-
stant source of inspiration and guidance]. May I be at-
tuned day and night to the spirit of the Holy Scriptures
that I have learnt. May I be truthful in speech and in
thought. May the Supreme Being (Brahman) protect me
(the disciple). May Brahman protect my teacher. [I re-
peat,] may He protect me and protect my teacher. May
He protect my teacher. Om Peace, Peace, Peace!

The present issue of our Research Journal Prajiialoka
of the Department of Sanskrit Studies, which has since been
rechristened as the Department of Sanskrit and Philosophy with
enlarged scope of academic achievement, under the School of In-
dian Heritage, Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda Educational
and Research Institute, is now being published after some delay.
It was to have been published on the occasion of the University



Foundation Day on 4 July 2018. This journal, as mentioned
in my Foreword to an earlier issue, is a reverential attempt to
worship surabharati by our faculty of the Department of Sanskrit
Studies. Our hearty congratulations to the faculty members of
the Department on this sustained effort and tenacious pursuit of
this literary endeavour. May Surabharati Medhadevi Vagdevi
Saraswati illumine our hearts by making them Her eternal abode
and bless us with the awakening and blazoning of the Light of
Wisdom, Prajiialoka, is the humble prayer of

Belur Math Swami Atmapriyananda
17 July 2018 Vice Chancellor
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*“We will not be able to acquire necessary strength and courage to practice
the Dharma, precepts such as truth compossion and charity unless we see or
hear the practice of those precepts by some humanbeing. Swami Vivekananda
emphasised this and said ‘We can grasp an idea only when it comes to us
through a materialised ideal person. We can understand the precept through
the example’. (The light of Ramayana p.no.1)
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*“Time is indeed very powerful. Do not give up your promise and if you
give up the promise the righteousness will perish and if the righteousness has
gone the three worlds, both moving and stationary and the hosts of divine
sages shall perish; and hence act according to the promise”. Thereupon, Sri
Rama said to his brother: Lakshmana, I am deserting you. Slaying or desertion
is the same for the pious. Lakshmana forthwith went to the River Sarayu even
without going to his place and sat on the banks performing Yoga restraining
senses. (The light of Ramayana p.no.288)
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Reappraisal of Medical Ethics in
Indian Society: Spotlight on

Caraka-samhita
Debanjan Maity™*

Abstract:

[Though medical science, today, is enriched with more de-
veloped technology than previous years, yet complaint arises
often that medical profession is losing its ethical identity. But
does medical profession rich with a heritage of hoary past really
lose its identity or change its nature with the wave of time? In
quest of those ethical issues, this write-up throws light on Caraka-
Sambhita and compares that concept with the modern idea of med-
ical ethics.]

Keywords:

[Medical ethics, Caraka-Samhita, 1deal physician, Quack,
Medicine, Doctor-patient relationship, Medical student, Medical
technology, Hippocratic oath, Conscience. ]

1.0. The relation between man and disease is as old as cre-
ation of world. In early ages of civilization, man used to believe
on magical or supernatural forces behind the occurrence of dis-
eases. But with rise of rationality in mind, man used to under-
stand the reasons behind the diseases and discovered medicines
from herbs as support system to combat diseases. Though the
medical study was, at first, covered with a magico-religious phi-
losophy but with the advancement of time it becomes an in-
evitable part of society with its rational and scientific approach.!

*Assistant Professor, Department of Sanskrit, Siddhinath Mahavidyalaya
I'Sukla Das, “Major Highlights of The Caraka Samhita” Medical heritage
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1.1. In modern days, medical ethics is one of the important
concepts in arena of medicinal study. Wikipedia defines med-
ical ethics as a system of moral principles that apply values and
judgments to the practice of medicine. The concept stands on
four principles proposed by Tom Benchamp and James Childress
which are as follows- respect for autonomy, beneficence, non
malfience and justice.?> Proper healing of ailment through hum-
ble care is the only target area of medical ethics. The ethical
value related to medicine is not only confined to doctor-patient
relationship but also the society with its socio-politico-cultural
dimension is involved in it in a wider way.> So medical ethics
are not a bunch of simple rules rather a group of complex theo-
ries.

1.2. But today medical profession is losing its ethical identity,
purity and nobility with rapid growth of commercial and materi-
alistic mindset. Most of the medical practitioners of new age are
busy to build their career and maintain their quality lifestyle than
to serve the society. In most of the cases, they are associated with
the luxurious private hospitals for lucrative packages neglecting
their duties in govt. hospitals. Where government health care
system (except city based health service) is devoid of minimum
facilities, at the same time, the relatives of the patients become
prey to the money making policies of private hospitals. Rural
India is in lack of good hospitals till date.

2.0. In this hard time of erosion of medical values, scholars
now days keep their reliance on ancient Indian medical texts for

of early India: An Anthology.p.117.
2en.wikipedia.org/wiki/medical ethics. Webpage
3Praganesh Parmar et al, Lessons in medical ethics from ancient Indian
teachers. International Archives of Integrated Medicine, Vol.2. Issue 2. p.
161-62.
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reappraisal of ancient values in modern context. Indian medi-
cal classics hold a collage of examples regarding medical ethics.
In search of that I, here, throw spotlight on Caraka-samhita
(CS henceforth) of Caraka, a milestone in the journey of Indian
medicinal study.

2.1. Subject of CS:

CS, a huge compendium of medical norms, is divided into
8 sthanas and 120 chapters and deals with the subjects like
definition of Ayurveda, features of seasons, dietetics, therapeu-
tics, clinical medicines, physician’s requirements, duty and many
other guidelines related to health issues etc.* It is too difficult
to ascertain the date of the text. According to Chinese source,
Caraka was a court physician of Kusana ruler Kaniska. Other
scholars suggest that the text of CS survives date back to Gupta
period or roughly 3rd-5th .A.D and also opine that Caraka was
probably an intermediate editor. The surviving text considered
to be an edition by Dradavala based on the earlier work in 9th
A.D Here we will have an idea of ethical values related to medi-
cal science after scanning the text in following parameters.

* Definition of an ideal physician and his qualities

* Physician- patient relationship

* Code of conducts for medical students and persons
related to medical profession

* Medicine

* Attendant

* Patient

3.0. Definition of an ideal physician and his qualities:
Sir William Osler said, “The physician must be friend,

*Caraka Samhita (CS hereafter). (ed. R.K. Sharma and Bhagwan Dash)
2 vols. preface. p. (xxi)-(xxii).
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philosopher, well wisher and guide of the patient and the fam-
ily under his care.” CS suggests a group of good qualities for
physicians. Caraka describes medical system as a system with its
four limbs which are as follows- Physician (Bhisaka), medicine
(Dravyani), attendant (Upasthata) and patient (Rogi).® Equal ac-
tivity of these four factors can only give success to therapeutic
procedure. As the physician holds the pivotal position in this
system requisites of an ideal physician are prescribed through-
out the text. Those basic qualities are: scholarship in medical
science (Srute paryavatattam), an extensive practical experience
(bahuso drstakarmata), efficiency or dexterity (daksm) and pu-
rity or sense of hygiene (Saucam).” Except that, an ideal physi-
cian has also the following qualities like noble origin, own intel-
ligence, ability to prescribe a good prescription, endowed with
healthy sense organ, well equipped with instruments, scholarship
in concept of fundamental principles of medicine, types of drugs
and diets, ten roots of life, three pursuit of life etc., able to feel
the etiology, premonitory signs, sympathy and cordial feelings
towards patients like mother, father or brother and kind towards
all creatures.®

According to the text, a physician should possess the knowl-
edge of four aspects- cause (hetu), symptoms (linga), cure
(prasamana) and prevention (roganamapunar bhavate).’ For
contribution to society a physician is compared to cooker or

SP.S. Shankar, “Values in the heath care.” The Journal of PG Medical
Education, Training and Research. p.1-2.

CS Sutrasthana (Su. hereafter). 9.3. p. 183.

Tbid, Su. 9.5. p. 186.

8Ibid, Su 29.7. p. 586-589.

°Ibid. Su. 9.19. p. 189.
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sailor here!®. Though all the four elements of medical system are
equally important yet CS admits that the physician by virtue of

cen —

scribing authority (yokta) becomes the subject of priority.'!

3.1. Quacks (Bhisnjnani), group of doctors opposite
to ideal physicians: Decay of ethical identity

Caraka classified physicians into two broad heads 1. Savior
of life (pranabhisara) and 2.Quack or pseudo physician (bhisa-
Jjiiani)'? on the basis of their duties to society. A physician who
instead of taking away the diseases, takes life itself and in spite
of paucity of knowledge and experiences catches the patient is
called quack or pseudo-physician. He by chance may cure a pa-
tient but most of the cases he kills the patients. Comparisons ap-
plied for such a physician are- messenger of death, a blind person
without stick, a ship without sailor, a bird catcher, throne to hu-
manity etc. CS advocates avoiding the quacks for the following
characteristics: tendency to please patients with praise, flatter-
ing, back-biting, inability to diagnosis the disease properly etc.
They are devoid of theoretical as well as practical knowledge and
trendy to wander here and there without permission of king for
catching patient as prey. They pretend to take low remuneration
and transfer own failure to the patient etc.'3

4.0. Physician-patient relationship:

The doctor patient relationship is central to the practice of
health care and is an essential one for delivery of high quality
support in diagnosis and treatment. The doctor patient relation-
ship forms one of the fundamentals of medical ethics. A good re-

1Tbid, Su.9.9.p.187.
bid, Su.9.24. p.190.
12CS Su.29.5.P.585.
131bid.29.8-13.p.586.
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lationship between patient and the physician is one of the primary
conditions of healing. Caraka prescribes that doctors should be
sympathetic and kind to the patients, should be concerned with
those who are likely to be cured and should feel detached with
those who are towards death.'* CS applies some prohibitions
over physicians. They are not allowed to enter a house with-
out prior permission, unable to attend a woman in absence of
his husband or say words which may harm the patient or his rela-
tives.!> All professional information about a patient must be kept
secret.'® A good physician should maintain his own hospital sys-
tem and prepare medicines from raw materials with the help of
nurses and attendants.!” CS suggests the individual check-up of
each and every patient. So, a physician has to be a rational sci-
entist on the other hand a humble, compassionate human being.

5.0. Rules and regulations for medical students:
Introduction of a bunch of codes for medical students is also
remarkable feature of Carakan prescriptions. CS stresses on the
selection of the student after a sharp scrutiny of their social back-
ground, physique, intelligence, memory, insight, manners and
morals.'® A medical student is free to select his favorite branch
of leaning and teacher. A student of medical science is expected
to lead a disciplined life. He should to have a good health, single
minded devotion and of course a clear idea about his duties.!” He
is not able to eat meat or drink. He has to lead a life of celibacy.
Debiprasad Chattopadhyaya suggests that the idea of celibacy,

14CS. Su. 9.26. p.190-91.

51bid, Vimanasthana (Vi. hereafter). 8.13. p.222-224.
16T oc.cit.

Ibid. Su.15.1-5. p.286-287.

8CS Vi. 8.13. p.223.

PIbid. Vi. 8.13,7, 13. p.215-16,217-18,221-222.
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prohibition on drinking or eating meat were the later interpreta-
tions by Dadavala to inject spiritual mood to sarhita.>° Gentle
speech, good manner, philosophical attitudes are considered to
be the great virtues of a medical student.?! It is mandatory for
students to attend the academic sessions and debates (sambhdsa)
which promotes new insight and remove doubts.??

These ethical codes have resemblance with the Hippocratic
Oath which a Greek physician had to take before commencing
the medical career. (460 B.C.— 370 B.C.)*} In the age of degra-
dation of life style, erosion of ethical values among the medical
students, the Carakan codes can bring a new light of hope in this
profession.

6.0. Medicine:

Preparation of medicines is also come under the purview
of fundamentals related to medical ethics. Today the price of
medicines has been rising alarmingly. A group of fraud busi-
nessmen are preparing medicines without essential permission
from Medical council of India. In this hard time guidelines
of CS are noteworthy for preparation of medicine are: abun-
dance (Bahuta), suitability (Yogyata), multiple forms of medicine
(Anekavidhakalpand) and potency (Samparica).**

Not only medicine, a proper diet is also a supplement for
curing diseases. In the portion of dietetics of CS it is prescribed
if a patient refuses to take diet food it should be served in decep-
tion.

20Debiprasad Chattopadhyaya, Science and Society in Ancient India, p.16-
17.

2ICS Vi.8.13.p.221.

2]bid, Vi 8.14-15.p.224-225.

23Sukla Das.op.cit. p 126.

24CS Su. 9.7. p.186.
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7.0. Qualities of an attendant:

Not only doctors, the attendants have also to go through a
number of strict ethical codes. An attendant should possess the
following criterions which are: knowledge of nursing (Upacara-
Jjnata), dexterity (Daksam), affection (Anurdga) and purity (Sau-
cam)®

8.0. Features of a patient:

Though the doctor stands at the centre still the patient has
also to be reciprocative with the system. A patient bestowed with
good memory (Smrti), obedience (Nirdesakarittvam), fearless-
ness (Abhiruttvam) and uninhibited expression (Jnapakattvam)*®
can always be easy for treatment. Today if patients die, the rela-
tives of patient attack doctors or do harmful acts in hospital com-
pounds. Ancient Indian medical ethics can stand as wonderful
suggestion in this regard.

9.0. Relevance of medical ethics to 21st century soci-
ety:

Medical council of India imposes a bunch of ethics for doc-
tors. Today heath care system has progressed a lot with the in-
novation of new technical supports and new concepts of critical
surgeries. From hair transplantation to knee transplantation, ev-
ery single need is fulfilling today with boon of medical science.
Private super specialty hospitals announce their hospitality with
pride in the hoardings of a city street. In spite of that, it seems
that the profession of healing art is losing its humanistic and sym-
pathetic attitude. Rude behaviors of doctors, high rise in doctor’s
fee and prices of life saving drugs, are a few examples of inhuman
attitude in this system. Incident of fire in hospital in recent past

3CS Su9.8. p.187.
261bid, Su 9.9. p.187.
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gives birth to the question of security. The physicians sometimes
became the slaves of private hospitals or medicine manufactur-
ing company for achieving a good life style.

On the contrary, it is also truth that a student of medical
science can establish himself after much hard work, attention
and devotion. The duration of course, syllabi, examination pat-
tern etc. are completely different from common degree courses.
Where most of the engineering students join the job through cam-
pus interviews after completing 4 yrs study, an MBBS student, at
the same time, has to wait for 5 years without opportunity of cam-
pus interviews. Employees from various other sectors work for 6
to 7 hours where as the work of doctors cannot be framed within
a certain time bracket. Sometimes they are compelled to stay in
hospitals for 24 hours or more in emergency period. Though a
doctor’s primary focus always should be on the patient but he has
also the right to lead a standard life by taking job in a standard
hospital or carrying on his medical practice for financial pros-
perity. Today medical profession has gone far from Hippocratic
context. The nature of ethical identity for a doctor becomes more
complex. A doctor has to overcome much hurdles in his medical
career today. The cases of euthanasia, iatrogenic disease, artifi-
cial insemination, embryo transfer technology and use of cadaver
of dying people for their organs are very debatable issues today
in context of a physician’s conscience?’. However, this write up
can be concluded saying that from education to sports, in ev-
ery sector the erosion of ethical values is seen which not at all
happens overnight rather is result of a long period. In spite of
that, a group of people with strong values make their professions
glorious. Medical profession is also not exceptional. With ever

2TPraganesh Parmar, op.cit. p.162.
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changing characteristics of society the definition of ethics is also
changing. So an optimistic view should be shown towards the
people related to medicine. Medical ethics should be taught as a
practical course than as a normative discipline. Humanistic ap-
proach in the system of healing art is the prevalent condition of
any therapy and it denotes the idea that not only technical or sur-
gical expertise is sufficient for curing a patient; rather presence
of healthy healthcare system with strong ethical values can only
be the key to success. In search of that medical ethics, reappraisal
of this ancient text is needed.

Y-
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Vision Of Royal Policy As Reflected In
Sisupalavadham Of Magha And Its
Influence In The Modern Indian
Constitution
Anupama Ryali*

Introduction

The study of Arthasastra has been in depth, in India, since
the ancient times. The term Arthasdastra is a compound word
and is dissolved as 19&d T, Though dictionaries give
various meanings to the word Artha, in a broader sense, it is
popularly known as ‘the subsistence or livelihood.” The study of
this concept is termed as Arthasastra, which includes political
science and economics. A vast number of works, written by
various scholars, on this science, is a glaring example that there
has been a full study on this subject. Moreover, for a country
like India, with a vast history, which is ruled by several rulers,
invaded by many, will have a lot of political and economic
surveillance. As a result, an in-depth study on this subject might
have cropped up, which admired even the poets to pen down and
show their multi-talent in various subjects. Of these, Magha,
an eminent poet in Sanskrit literature, plays a vital role in
expounding his knowledge in various fields. Sisupalavadham,
his only work in Sanskrit literature, stands as a profound work
in poetry that governs various sciences, especially the polity and
€Conomics.

The efficient and robust reign of a ruler confers a peaceful

“Post Doctoral Research Fellow-UGC, Department of Sanskrit Studies,
University of Hyderabad
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and happy society. To establish secure rule in the administra-
tion, a king should hold manifold duties which, include various
elements of the polity. These different elements are wonderfully
depicted in our ancient literature.

Though the present Indian Constitution is basically Federal
in form and is marked by the traditional characteristics of this
system, namely, the supremacy of the constitution, division of
power between the Union and State governments, etc., (The
Constitution of India, notes on Preamble) in various aspects it
reflects the processes of several ancient texts of India.

The present paper brings out the co-relation of royal policy
as reflected in Sisupalavadham of Magha with cited references
in Sastras and its relevance in modern India, as mentioned in
The Constitution of India.

Elements Of Statecraft (Uﬁ%ﬂ@@ﬁ?ﬂt)—

The main elements of Statecraft are laid thus—

TEUT:— |ie: (treaty), fI5@: (war), ¥ (marching), &=
(neutrality), @19 (alliance), ECIGICE (dual policy).

A~ SRRIIh: , ArIh:, SHERM: |

fred:— ‘JIH'I'ITI'\%: (The President), W=i#ifg: (The Prime
Minister) and SARME: (The Council of Ministers).

IqA:— &9:  (deterioration), I (stagnation), Fhe:
(progress).

Sastras define these thus—

gl fUEl AR GOEieR:| WO SdRde

RTECATEHSE: | &F: T < ghged Bt Aifdafear gfd
The same opinion is mentioned in Kautiliva Arthasastra

~ . ~~ ~_~ . QA
as— “TEVAEd THHUES dql:  AlTETETEEEsE-gahE:
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WU & (VII-2) and “ﬁﬁvﬂg FIRAIGE: Er@uagqgéﬂm w
FRIONG: Rerd: spfamuess| Giva grereT eI 3 = #g)”
gd (VII-1)
Mdgha also quotes the importance of elements of Statecraft—
TEUT: TN g eigaer: |
eIl SR SHIAISHSH I 3 (11-26)
He opines that even a common man can explain theoreti-
cally, by studying the treatises on the polity. Whereas, proper

understanding and implementing them is quite difficult.

Land, people living in a place with sovereignty and other
elements of Statecraft are mentioned in the Preamble of Indian
Constitution which governs, People (Population), Territory,
Government, and Sovereignty.

The Flve Constituent Elements Of Political Science

(=TT

Magha opines that there is no other resolution for a ruler
other than these five members as sections. He claims that this
five formula deliberation is an excellent resolution for any
enterprise. The five include—

(1) FHOTHRAIAE: planning and undertakings

(1) Je¥g=AETHd— assessment of man and money power
(111) RIS — space and time components

(1v) faqrISIdI®N:— remedies against calamities

(v) FEaNg:— the success or accomplishment

Thus, every king should always be aware of this Paricangas
or five constituent parts or elements of political science—

FERHRRIN, JRTE o= |

GRTATHETCHTT AR J=1 TR 2 (11-28)
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This supports a technical term of politics ‘STFERIIFRH as

defined by Acarya Kamandaka in Kamandakanitisastram—
GETET: Q9T R SRS |
farriey TR fafs: TEmgRTEa N 3fa (XI- 56)

The same thought of the five constituent elements of
ancient literature of India is reflected in our Indian Constitu-
tion that includes, The Legislative, The Executive, and The
Judiciary. The five year plans, measures taken to implement
them, accomplishing them, different States, Union Territories,
the rule in the emergency, etc., are explicitly mentioned in the
Directive Principles, i.e. Part IV (Article 36-51) of the Indian
Constitution, aiming to social justice, economic welfare, foreign
policy and legal and administrative matters.

Royal Strategies (ﬁ@ﬁﬂ\TW:)—

“FHGHEEUE’ are the four primary royal strategies. Magha
recommends Danda for Sama for any angry person. He opines
that the appeasing words do not pacify an angry person and
hence Danda is ideal to implement on an angry person—

ARTETE]: TR a6 Ucgd it | 3id (I1-55)

The same opinion is supported by Manu-

T e 3T e a 4|
fasid sadansd ZeA Fema |l 3T (A, §I-VII-198)

This ancient method of royal strategies is still being fol-
lowed in the present India. In the internal part of the country,
in the vested interest of the public, these royal strategies are
implemented through Judiciary System that includes, the De-
partment of Police, High Court in the States and Supreme Court
at Central.

In the external part, the relationship of India with U.S.A
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is considered as Sama, the help given to Bangladesh by India
is Dana, the interference of India between Europe and U.S.A
is Bheda, and the rapport that India maintains with Pakistan is
Danda. (History of the Republic India, From Wikipedia, the
free encyclopedia).

Council-Chamber (H<IRYg)-

The utmost secrecy should be maintained by a king, re-
garding his administration. Magha asserts that the deliberations
should be carried secretively in a secluded place, which is called
as Sadah (11-2). Manusmrti proclaims the same—

mm{g EHTER T 1 T |
I {1 T5Th a1 g || 5

The Republic India has followed the concept of Prasada
and carried out its deliberations in Parliaments, Assemblies, etc.
(Chapter II, Parliament, The Constitution of India).

Spies (TE:)-

The importance of spies is well known since ancient times.
They are esteemed as the “eyes” of the king— W R LUS ICER
without whom the king is considered as a blind—

AETRTCINUHERES Jafeded |
RISl W 1| g

Madgha explicits the importance of spies for a stable
administration. He claims that the skilled spies play a vital
role in knowing the acquaintance of the foe’s ministers and in
ascertaining the enemies’ strength. (II-111)

He also insists that though the reign of a ruler is very much
perfect in implementing the rules as per Sastras, like systematic
wages, good live-li-hood, handsome rewards, donations, etc.,
the kingdom doesn't flourish without the aid of spies—
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o

UG Fgi: Ffeferea
TG Al Wil ToTeliieaeTan | 3id (11-112)

He mentions the duties of Ubhayavetana, i.e., two salaried
spies. The spies who are experts would be appointed to go to the
enemy’s kingdom in disguise to know the details of that country
and also to bring some chief officials into confidence, by making
them shelterless, by creating the documentary evidence against
them. Though these kind of spies are paid salary by both the
native king and by the enemy-king, where they work in disguise,
they get involved in a troublesome job. Though they are guilty
in the case of enemy-king, they have to maintain secrecy of
their employment with native king, which Magha proclaims it
as Ajidatadosa—

EEIRCERIHSIERERE
T TR HRET: | 3 (11-113)
In the modern days RAW (Research and Analysis Wing),

which is India’s Foreign Intelligence Agency, comes under the
category of these spies that govern same features.

Skilled Emissaries (Q"I@EI"WTIWH Eﬁ?fl'l%l)—

The word Tirtha is a technical term used in polity, which
means, a person sent as a diplomatic representative on an
exclusive royal mission. The third strategy of Paricatantra
mentions eighteen Tirthas, i.e., the eighteen persons, who hold
key position in royal machinery—

TEIAA oot T ey Ferieet: |

TR | | AT

AreBHE S TR e T=aa |

s : T T aFE At | g
Similarly, Kautilya-Arthasastra also specifies—
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o T A 9w aeE
I 9 qul = AdsEeeErEy | gfd (1-12)

Magha suggests the method to know the strength and
weaknesses of the enemies, by slowly gaining the faith of the
enemies’ council—

Fedl FASaEsE: TUTaE: q2q)
g Heds fafgeR@: | & (11-111)

Here, Magha gives a sketch of royal machinery and particu-
larly the department of intelligence. As a person expert in diving
knows the depth of the water by entering into it, so is a secret
agent goes to inner apartments and gets the private information.

The term ‘Krtya’ has got a lot of importance in the polity.
It has a very broader meaning, which includes, ‘to know the
minds of the subjects of one’s own country, to know the plans
of enemies, to appease the upset one, to bring into control the
enemies, either by offering them gifts or by threatening them etc.
This focuses light on the entire branch of Intelligence Agency in
ancient India.

The present government also appoints Emissaries in almost
all the foreign countries, to know the intimate secrets of their
opponents.

Ambassador (gd:)—

A Diita plays a prominent role in Council. A Diita is an
ambassador or a messenger, who represents the king— “gdq@r:
d 1" Ina way, a Diita is also a spy, but working openly.
Encyclopedia Britannica specifies, “An ambassador is often
nothing more than an honorable spy acting under the protection
of the law of nations.” The Dita, as an ambassador, holds a
key-role responsibility and hence, should possess a high profile
virtues. Manusmyti affirms that a king should appoint a Diita
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who possess these attributes—
%i %a_ ﬂc < o |
iaTREEs 3 38 FAEAHN (VII-63)
Through the character of Srikrsna’s messenger Satyaki,
Magha establishes the virtues of a Diita. The usages ROIERIE]

[ N

HlAdhY and E{ETICaTE o (XVI-16) refer to the characteristic

features of a Diita.

The Indian government in modern times, indeed employ
ambassadors, to keep themselves informed of the activities,
views, and resources of their opponents.

Salient Features Of A King (Ul T&&IH)—

The kingship is something unique. The functions of a king
differ entirely from an ordinary person. A king is said to be the
pillar of a kingdom. The standard of living of the people, their
comforts, apparently conveys the efficiency of a king. Hence, it
is aptly said— “I&IT TS AT H<{1: 17

Magha wonderfully profounds the physical features of a
sovereign king—

JreETE: TFAR! TG awgE: |
ANEON 7 TS RIS i 1 (11-84)

This verse conveys a profound meaning of the features
of a sovereign king. It is an outstanding example of Mdagha’s
in-depth knowledge of politics—

(1) W— The king should possess the intelligence as his
weapon. Presence of mind should always be there for a king.
Hence, Buddhi is said to be his weapon. Kautilya also mentions—
AT U R e T efer2m: ST IO 1 (1V-2)

(11) 9hcA§:— The king should possess the elements as
his limbs. Kautilya categorizes these elements into seven—
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LN o o

“EIFEHTASTAYGE SRRIGUSTHATIUT Hhd™: 1 (VI-1)
(111) Wﬁwt— A king should possess secrecy as his

armour. Kautiliya-Arthasastra also designates the same as—

“HEQEl: ARSI dgeE: Hga: Rl
TRAREAIG: Al a6 G, STghIESREUHREHM)
A TE W || TRokH ST g gaHTeH: | g
(I-15)

(1v) %If{&TUT:— The king should have the spies as his eyes.
Kamandakiyanitisastra quotes on this as “gd¥{@I: ERUS G AR
(I-1-6).

There are seven constituents of an administration. Namely—
@, I, S, 91, FE, 2 and BEI) Of these, the king
is the first and foremost one, whose well being depends on the
other members. He cannot perceive everything on his own.
Hence, he requires the above-said elements as his organs. Thus,
in this verse, the main frame of sovereignty is represented.

In the democratic country like India, the first citizen, i.e.,
the President of India is considered as the King of ancient times.
The features of the President, Prime Minister, and Council of
Ministers, election, the term of office, eligibility are mentioned
in Part V, Chapter-I (Article 52-151) of the Indian Constitution,
that, to a certain extent, co-relates with the features of King in
ancient India.

Means of Earnings (EJQIQIWW:)—

A king should earn his survival and also make his subjects
survive. Kautilya cites— “JREAT: &M Tdd o AawaL=RIET

< QQ: o o, _s\rrlﬁl

Sayandcarya defines the means of earnings of a king thus—
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QlAHP Al plged] @Wll
~ aC . W < =~ l
ST A SR
HGEAT: G Ul AFATFGIH N [geergantaia:- VII-1-3]
Through the character of Yudhisthira, Magha establishes,
the way, a king should earn and spend the wealth—
I TEEE REARH T
ST e THIGHd 9 |
T O 99 FE41 THACHHTIHRHIFI Fhdl: |
AR A9egd Tg: TEUTaa=y &gl 3|
While performing the Rajasiiyaydaga, Yudhisthira received
abundant wealth from other kings. Though, the wealth given
by one king alone was sufficient to complete the sacrifice,
Yudhisthira didn’t restore the rest of the wealth. Instead, he
donated the entire wealth to the guests and needy, without
restoring anything for himself.

This sacrificial act of Yudhisthira infers that a hallmark
virtue of a good ruler is to give away wealth to the needy and
poor but not to amass riches for self.

In the modern days, levying tax and using it for the welfare
of citizen is considered as the means of earnings.

Conclusion

The contribution of Indian literature marks a remarkable
place in political science. Various glimpses can be seen in the
cited quotations, which intends in laying out a well-built admin-
istration. To a certain extent, these strategies are implemented
in modern India. As the ancient Indian Literature is the ocean of
knowledge and if yet more gems are collected from this sea of
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knowledge, by applying those strategies of the rulers and reign,
undoubtedly, the dream of ‘H@W’ can be accomplished.

Thus, the relevance of all the aspects discussed above,
play a conspicuous role to lay a sturdy and steady ruler and
reign. If these are strictly followed, the purpose of Vedic saying
‘el Ve GRaw: | T Geg Forman: | @ WETOT qRaeg) | R,
@A ” can be successfully emerged.

k-
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