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In a village, not many miles away from Mount Popa,
the ancient home of magic and alchemy, there lived an
Opium-Eater, who believed that one day he would receive the
“Philosopher’s Stone” as a gift from the guardian gods of the
mountain. He boasted of this belief to his friends whenever
they remonstrated with him on his opium habit, with the
result that they decided to play a trick on him. So one
afternoon, as he lay half asleep and half awake after a bout of
opium eating, a friend walked stealthily and silently into his
bedroom, and whispered fervently into his ear, “Keep your
eyes shut and listen. I am a guardian god of Mount Popa, and
I have come to tell you how to become a successful alchemist.
You have heard of alchemists who experiment with mercury,
alchemists who experiment with iron, and alchemists who
experiment with runes, but you shall be the first Cucumber
Alchemist. Take a bitter cucumber and grind it. Then mix it
with a tical’s weight of jaggery and a tical’s weight of salt.
Finally, swallow the mixture holding your breath, and you will
find yourself a Cucumber Alchemist.” When the effects of the
opium were over, the Opium-Eater left the house swiftly, and,
after buying the ingredients necessary for the wonderful
mixture, and faithfully following the god’s instructions,
prepared and swallowed it. Then he decided that as he was
now a successful alchemist he could no longer stay in the
abode of human beings but must retire to the forest. Dressing
himself in white as befitted one who had forsaken the world,
he walked the few miles to the woodlands on the slopes of
Mount Popa, reaching there at dawn. In another village there
was sorrow and misery. A young woman had married, against
the wishes of her parents, a man who was a drunkard.
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The marriage proved to be a failure, and in shame and
disappointment the young woman came alone to the
woodlands and hanged herself from a tree just a few minutes
before our Cucumber Alchemist arrived on the scene.

B) Answer the questions in single sentence 1x8=8

D
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)

7)
8)

Why can’t alchemists make love to human women?
Where did the Opium-Eater live?

Who said that “I am a guardian god of Mount Popa?
Generally what do the alchemists use for experiment?
How does the Opium-Eater become Cucumber Alchemist?

“Keep your eyes shut and listen”— whom does the word ‘your’
indicates?

Why did the young woman try to suicide?
How did the Opium-Eater dress himself?
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D) Write a paragraph on any one of the following (within
150 words) 3

D
2)
3)

August 15
Education
My school

4) Yoga and Meditation
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