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B) Read the passage and answer the questions in single
sentence: 1x8=8

The painstaking memorisation of mathematical tables,
historical dates, capitals of countries and even poems leaves
an indelible mark on every adult who has attented school.
However, all educators deprecate this rote system learning by
orally reciting and consigning lessons to memory as mindless
and mechanical, which goes against critical thinking and
creativity. But is this dichotomy between creativity and rote
learning part of a lazy binary thinking?

We often hear about people who can repeat the entire
telephone directory or memorise the entire dictionary.
Indians have a history of highly developed systems of
memorisation, perfected through centuries of Vedic learning.
From a typically Western perspective, the permanency of the
written word has been pitted against the ‘unconscious
operation of memory’ of oral cultures, and held to be more
reliable in cultural transmission. However, refuting this
thesis, Fritz Stall, an Indie scholar observes that the oral
tradition in India is remarkable, “because it has led to
scientific discoveries that are of enduring interest”. Of
course, this mugging up can be aural (i.e. chanting aloud) or
visual—mentally storing images in a visual map.

The advantages of rote memorisation— like it expands



areas of the mind to great possibilities— are now becoming
evident to the world. Various accounts from ancient India,
including those from travellers like I-tsing, point to the fool-
proof system of oral memorisation and the capacity to absorb
volumes of data.

A parallel dimension of transmission of knowledge also
existed in India, with a flexible mode of oral communication
through which knowledge was disseminated. One instance is
the narrative-performative tradition of recitation, which
extended basic story through interpolations, conscious
extensions and embedding of sub-narratives. Many Indian
myths, legends, epics, and fables such as Kathasaritsagara
and Jataka stories were spread though this process. While the
story remains the same, the interpretation changes according
to who says it, where it is said and how it is said. While
communicating mathematics, philosophy and other scientific
disciplines, cryptic text forms were created, that facilitated
memorisation.

A related question pertains to cognition—how can we
transmit principles using memorisation as a creative tool
rather than as a mechanical process of repetition? Bhaskara’s
Lilavati, the seminal 12th century illustrates how
memorisation and creativity go together.

The fact that Bhaskara’s methods still figure in Indian
pedagogic consciousness was recently brought home in a
news report on the Ramanujan School of Mathematics in
Patna, which trains youngsters from poor families to clear the
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) entrance test. This year,
all the 30 students of the school got through IITs. Anand
Kumar, the school’s founder, called it the “sheer power of
practice to break the so-called IIT code” and a student
attributed the success to his teacher’s ability to teach
differential calculus through a “thrilling story of a daring
robber”.

Questions:
1) Why do all educators condemn rote learning?
2) Who is Fritz Stall?



3) How do we know about the fool-proof system of oral
memorisation existed in India?

4) Describe the parallel dimension of transmission of
knowledge that existed in India?

5) Who wrote Lilavati?

6) What is the name of the school that trains youngsters
from poor families to clear IIT entrance test?

7) Who is the founder of the IIT training institute?
8) Name two fables of ancient India.

C) (T @I 936 RICT TREF 560 *H &7F @14 | 5x1=>5
1) S A=W @< |
2) FOIGH |
3) N &Y Ay g |
4) F=rEef

D) Write a paragraph on any one of the following (within
150 words) 5x1=5

1) Belur Math

2) Swami Vivekananda

3) Mahabharat

4) Sweet memory of my life
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A) Read the passage and answer any five questions:

With the blessings of Dasaratha, Rama and
Lakshmana followed Viswamitra to the forest. "This is the
Dandaka forest,' Viswamitra told the princes, 'Here lives a
Rakshasi (female demon) called Tataka with her son
Maricha. She has the strength of a thousand elephants.
She knows charms and spells too. So, none dares to enter
the forest fearing her. Only you can kill her. At first, Rama
hesitated to kill a woman. But, he was reminded of his
father's instruction to obey Viswamitra implicitly. So, he
strung his bow and twanged the string. The sound echoed
in the forest and the wild animals ran helter-skelter in fear.
Tataka also heard the sound. She was very angry. Who was
it that dared to disturb her? Mad with rage and roaring like
thunder she rushed towards Rama. That was a fierce war
between Rama and Tataka. She began to throw stones and
rocks at Rama. But, Rama pierced her heart with a deadly
arrow. Tataka crashed to the earth. Thus Rama and
Laxmana fulfilled the purpose of coming to the Dandaka
forest. Viswamitra rejoiced at Rama's great skill, and
decided to give Rama and Lakshmana the divine weapons
he had acquired through his austerities. He taught them
several mantras, meditating on which divine weapons
could be summoned for use.

Questions: 1x5=5
1) Why did Rama and Lakshmana go to the Dandaka
forest?

2) What made Rama hesitate to kill Tataka at first?

3) What happened when Rama twanged the string of his
bow?

4) How did Rama ultimately defeat Tataka?

5) What did Viswamitra decide to do after witnessing
Rama's victory over Tataka?



6) Who was Tataka’s son?
7) Strength of Tataka was equivalent to what?
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In a village, not many miles away from Mount Popa,
the ancient home of magic and alchemy, there lived an
Opium-Eater, who believed that one day he would receive
the “Philosopher’s Stone” as a gift from the guardian gods
of the mountain. He boasted of this belief to his friends
whenever they remonstrated with him on his opium habit,
with the result that they decided to play a trick on him. So
one afternoon, as he lay half asleep and half awake after a
bout of opium eating, a friend walked stealthily and silently
into his bedroom, and whispered fervently into his ear,
“Keep your eyes shut and listen. I am a guardian god of
Mount Popa, and I have come to tell you how to become a
successful alchemist. You have heard of alchemists who
experiment with mercury, alchemists who experiment with
iron, and alchemists who experiment with runes, but you
shall be the first Cucumber Alchemist. Take a bitter
cucumber and grind it. Then mix it with a tical’s weight of
jaggery and a tical’s weight of salt. Finally, swallow the
mixture holding your breath, and you will find yourself a
Cucumber Alchemist.” When the effects of the opium were
over, the Opium-Eater left the house swiftly, and, after
buying the ingredients necessary for the wonderful



mixture, and faithfully following the god’s instructions,
prepared and swallowed it. Then he decided that as he was
now a successful alchemist he could no longer stay in the
abode of human beings but must retire to the forest.
Dressing himself in white as befitted one who had forsaken
the world, he walked the few miles to the woodlands on the
slopes of Mount Popa, reaching there at dawn. In another
village there was sorrow and misery. A young woman had
married, against the wishes of her parents, a man who was
a drunkard.

The marriage proved to be a failure, and in shame and
disappointment the young woman came alone to the
woodlands and hanged herself from a tree just a few
minutes before our Cucumber Alchemist arrived on the
scene.

B) Answer the questions in single sentence 1x8=8
1) Why can’t alchemists make love to human women?
2) Where did the Opium-Eater live?
3) Who said that “I am a guardian god of Mount Popa”?

4) Generally what do the alchemists use for
experiment?

5) How does the Opium-Eater become Cucumber
Alchemist?

6) “Keep your eyes shut and listen”- whom does the
word ‘your’ indicates?

7) Why did the young woman try to suicide?
8) How did the Opium-Eater dress himself?

C) @ @ 9Ff6 [T s=fas seo *1twt oFs e | 5
1) =¥ k= 3) oS MEe
2) =W fem 1 4) A Aol

D) Write a paragraph on any one of the following
(within 150 words) 5
1) August 15 3) My school

2) Education 4) Yoga and Meditation

L2
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C) 93 SIS U FOIF (@74 I ?




14) STy *t=@ T8I G50 ot @A ?

a) el c) I

b) e d) SCERts
15) &S] *( OIIF AFI6 (F0 ?

a) SToRle C) @CeA

b) ssCe d) o7
16) FNS: TEEAR :: ANF: ?

a) 2aKd c) ==

b) W& d) R

17) ST, TTsll, Smesed Ay By werees @ e o7 | (Sfeve Tias
&ofs I cige) - of et g ?

a) INFHRM c) BN RFm™
b) X A=wl d) S RmseieE
18) (ST (TYF N OIS &l (SN (F ?
a) Wl c) @
b) S d) Tmifé=
19) Wiz F1fS elred @ Fcen Ski¥e ?
a) ATTUS c) sifox=m
b) == d) $f=
20) FIRSRTSIE, 1 (&7 ?
a) SRR c) e
b) Rwgiefs d) =rz=mry

B) (¥ &M 95 R (IR S AFCo) FAACTH 0 b =t e &7

e | 5x2=10
1) =N Rgda™ Switrg S 267 Sve, (& ?
2) SRS oGl



3) e fer ceel

4) SR ofS (O T3

dtst



RKMVERI/DSP/MAIS/Admission Test 2020

BA (Hons) Sanskrit Entrance Exam

Time: 1 hour 15 minutes Marks: 25
A) A% Ted eyl R Seeita (1Y | SXE&=¢
1) Tae (S ATIF 0 J&s?
a) oS c) IS
b) e d) fFarergaT
2) ot si25ifG fofess w411
a)w C) oY
b) 8 d) 2
3) ¢ALEHE09EEq — 93 TR T 3 AT ¢ WTR @5 4 FoI
qCR?
a) 9 c) fewaa
b) 7&= d) siEarE
4) I 915 @ I TACHT (WG] 00, G2 I & T, O Ol
TR BT O ?
a) wo C) *dBY
b) woo d) 225
5) IMa=1, b=2, c=3, d=4 =, o@ dig FeIF @4 27
a) 497 c) 468
b) 479 d) 458

B) @& @3 0w Afwe o7 (2 S 0ofb *ItH) @11 Soxd = do
1) (oS JorNvm 3,
2) (oA iEce wg+ et (New Education Policy)



C) Write an essay on any topic in English (in around 100
words). 50X S = %0

1) Aim in your life

2) Importance of river Ganga in the cultural traditions
of the Hindus.
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