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Foreword

o gy T AfAyar | 7 7 i wfafgan |
sfeifed wfer 1 dg®m W osmufier: gd AW
YRR RN O<amd  afesnd | 9
FICATH | THIHE] | dgThAeq | 3T HHe] SR |

3o ZTfwT: ZMi=T: 2=

Om. May my speech be established in the mind,
and in turn let my mind be established in speech. O
Self-effulgent Brahman (the Supreme Being)! Reach
me through and through ! May my speech and mind
be capable of revealing to me the inner meaning of the
Vedic mantras. Let my learning never leave me [but
be a constant source of inspiration and guidance].
May I be attuned day and night to the spirit of the
Holy Scriptures that I have learnt. May I be truthful
in speech and in thought. May the Supreme Being
(Brahman) protect me (the disciple). May Brahman
protect my teacher. [I repeat,] may He protect me and
protect my teacher. May He protect my teacher. Om
Peace, Peace, Peace !

The present issue (12th issue) of our Research Journal
Prajiialoka of the Department of Sanskrit Studies, which has
since been rechristened as the Department of Sanskrit and
Philosophy with enlarged scope of academic achievement,
under the School of Indian Heritage, Ramakrishna Mission
Vivekananda Educational and Research Institute, is now being
published. This journal, as mentioned in my Foreword to an



carlier issue, is a reverential attempt to worship Surabbarati
by our faculty of the Department of Sanskrit & Philosophy.
Our hearty congratulations to the faculty members of the
Department on this sustained effort and tenacious pursuit of
this literary endeavour. We offer our humble prostrations to
the Revered Swami Bhajananandaji Maharaj, Vice-President
of Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission, for his
enlightening article for this journal.

May Surabharati Medhadevi Vigdevi Sarasvati illumine
our hearts by making them Her eternal abode and bless us
with the awakening and blazoning of the Light of Wisdom,
Prajrialoka, is the humble prayer of

Belur Math Swami Atmapriyananda

18 March 2025 Pro-Chancellor &
Secratary
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Polarities in Adhyasa or Superimposition
Swami Bhajanananda’

Introduction

The most well-known and distinguishing feature of
Advaita Vedanta is its concept of Ignorance, known as ajiiana
or avz’dyoi or maya. Ignorance is accepted as an important
concept in all schools of Hindu philosophy, no doubt. But
in the school of Advaita Vedanta, the concept of Ignorance
assumes several unique features. One of these unique features
is that ajiiana is not absence of knowledge but a kind
of superimposition, known as adhydsa or adbyaropa. It
means, mistaking one thing for something else, mistaking, for
instance, a piece of rope for a snake, or mistaking the mother-
of-pearl for silver.

Adbyasa, however, is not a single, unitary concept. There
are several types of adbydsa, some of which are mentioned
by Sri Shankaracharya himself in his Introduction to his
own commentary on Brahma Sutras, known as Addhydsa-
bhisya. An attempt is made in the narrative below to
explicate the different types of adbydsa. This narrative is based
on the Bengali translation of Brabma sutra-bbasya of Sri
Shankaracharya by Swami Viswarupanandaji Maharaj.!

FIVE POLARITES IN ADHYASA

1. Dbharmi-adhydsa versus Dbarma-adhyésa

(Substantive Superimposition versus Attributive Superimposition)
Suppose you are walking along a lonely road in a village

in India at dusk. Suddenly you see a snake near your feet, and

Invited article
T Vice Precident, Ramakrishna Math and Mission
! Published by Udbodhan office, Baghbazar, Kolkata.



Polarities in Adhyasa or Superimposition

you jump up in fright. Then you bring a light. In the light you
find that what you had mistaken to be a snake was nothing
but a piece of rope. You had by mistake ‘superimposed’ an
unreal snake on a real rope. This superimposition of an unreal
thing on a real thing is known as adhydsa or adhyaropa.

In the above case, one entity (dbarmin) is superimposed
on another entity (dbharmin). This kind of superimposition
is called dbarmi adbydsa. This is the type of superimposition
that takes place when we mistake the human body or mind
to be the true Self. The true Self is the Atman which is of
the nature of pure consciousness. Owing to ignorance, we
superimpose the body and mind, which are unconscious
(jada), on the Atman. It is this kind of dbarmi adbydsa, that
make us think, ‘T am the body’ or ‘I am so and so’.

Along with this  dbarmi-adbydsa  (substantive
superimposition) we also superimpose the attributes of
the body and mind on the attributes of the Atman. The
Atman is ever-pure, ever-awake, ever-free and is of the nature
of absolute knowledge, existence and bliss. But, instead of
identifying ourselves with these attributes of the Atman, we
think ‘T am impure, ignorant, bound and full of sorrow’.
This superimposition of the qualities of one thing upon
the qualities of another thing is called dbharma-adhydsa or
‘Attributive superimposition’.

Thus we see that the human personality is a false structure
constructed by dbarmi-adbyisa and dbharma-adhydsa. Our
real nature, real Self, is the Atman. We have to discover it,
realize it by undergoing a spiritual awakening.

2. Anyonya adbydsa versus Ekonmukba adbydsa
(Mutual Superimposition versus Unilateral Superimposition)

If, owing to the superimposition described above, the
Atman is completely covered by the mind and the body, how
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can we know about the Atman at all? If a light is completely
covered by a dark screen the light cannot be seen. But the
case of the Atman is different. The light of the Atman is so
powerful that it penetrates through the covering of mind and
body and comes out. In fact, it is

through Atman’s light that we see all objects in the world.
Adpvaitins explain this phenomenon by stating : just as mind
and body are superimposed upon the Atman, so the Atman
is also simultaneously superimposed upon the mind and
body. Thus the superimposition that creates the human
personality is a mutual, two-way process and is known as
anyonya adbyisa’?

By contrast, in a purely objective superimposition,
such as the superimposition of a snake on a piece of
rope, there is no mutual superimposition. It is a one-way
unilateral superimposition of snake upon rope. This kind of
superimposition is known as ekonmukha adbyaisa’.

3. Taddatmya adhydsa versus Samsarga adbydsa
(Identification Superimposition versus Contact Superimposition)

In the illusion of a rope appearing as a snake, the
identification between the two is so complete that you see
only one at a time. When you see the snake, the rope is not seen
and, when the rope is seen, the snake has disappeared. Similar
is the illusion of mother-of-pearl appearing as silver. When
the silver is seen, the mother-of-pearl is not seen, and when the
mother-of-pearl is seen, the silver has disappeared. This kind
of superimposition in which the illusory object is completely
identified with the real object is known as tadatmya adhydsa.
This is the kind of superimposition that takes place when the

2 See  ‘tathapi  anyonyasmin  anyomyitmakatam — anyonmya-

dharmamsca...” Shankaracharya in the early part of his Adhyasa-
Bhisya on Brahma-sutras.
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body and mind are superimposed upon the Atman. We see
only the body, not the Atman.

Take another kind of illusion : if you keep a red flower
near a crystal or glass cube, the glass appears to be red. But
in this case, you see both the glass and the flower although
you are not able to distinguish between the two. This kind
of superimposition is caused by contact or close proximity
of two objects, and is known as samsarga adhydsa. Another
example is a red-hot iron ball. Here the

fire and iron ball get so much identified with each other
that they appear to be one. This is the kind of superimposition
that takes place when the Atman is superimposed upon the
mind and body. It is owing to the proximity of the Atman
that the mind and body appear to be conscious.

4. Krana adbyasa versus Karya adhyéisa
(Casual Superimposition versus Effect Superimposition)

According to the Advaita School, ignorance is of two main
types: karana-ajiiana or mula-avidyi (Causal ignorance)
and karya-ajiiana or tila-avidya (Effect ignorance).

Karana-ajiiana is one, infinite and universal, and is more
popularly known as maya. It coexists with Brahman from
beginningless time. It covers Brahman and prevents us from
knowing the real nature of Brahman. The superimposition of
karana-ajiiana on Brahman is known as karana adbyaisa. All
objects in the universe (both gross and subtle - including the
mind) are created by kdrana adhydsa.

Karya-ajiidna or tila-avidyi (Eftect ignorance) is the
ignorance in individual beings. It is a product (kdrya) of
karana-ajiidna; that is why it is called Effect ignorance; it
may also be called secondary ignorance. The superimposition
of karya-ajiidna on the individual self or pratyagatman is
known as karya-adhydsa. It is owing to this kdrya-adhydisa
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that the jiva identifies itself with the mind and the body first
and then with the external objects. It is kdrya-adbydsa that
causes attachment and aversion with regard to people and
things in the world.

According to Vidyaranya’s Pasicadasi, the whole world,
including jivatva or selthood is created by God; this is
Isvara-srsti. It does not by itself cause any bondage. Apart
from it, the jiva creates its own imaginary world and lives
in it; it jzvasysts. This ‘constructed world’ of ours distorts
our perceptions of the world around us. We project our likes
and dislikes upon others, we cherish desires and hopes and
experience joys, sorrows, fears, frustrations, sufferings-all
because of karya-adhyasa.

Jivatva, selthood, is caused by kirana-adbyaisa, whereas
jiva’s attachment to the objects of the world is caused by
karya-adbydsa. Through Sravana and Manana or through
Updsand, service to the Guru and Karma Yoga, it is possible
to remove karya-ajiana and be free from karya-adhydsa.
A person who achieves this becomes free from attachments
and aversions and becomes like jivanmukta, unaffected by the
evils and troubles of the world. But to know the true nature
of Atman or Brahman, he should destroy kirana-ajiiana and
eliminate kdrana-adbydsa. This is possible only through a
genuine spiritual awakening, direct transcendental experience
or God realization which only a small number of people ever
attain through intense sadbana and divine grace.

5. Jiana-adbydsa versus Artha-adhyéisa
(Cognitive Superimposition versus Objective Superimposition)

In order to wunderstand these two kinds of
superimposition, we have to understand first the very
nature of illusion (bhrama) itself and the views on illusion

held by different schools of Vedanta.
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Take, for instance, the illusion of mother-of-pearl
appearing as silver. Most of the schools of Vedanta hold this
illusion to be a purely mental error, a mental confusion,
caused by the identification of the memory of silver seen
elsewhere with the mother-of-pearl in the shell. In other
words, it is a cognitive error; this cognitive error is called
Jhdna-adhydsa by Advaitins.

But according to Advaitins, mistaking mother-of-pearl for
silver is not mere, jzana-adhydsa, not mere mental confusion.
If it were so, a person would not extend his hand to take the
silver. The fact that the person extends his hand to take the
silver lying in front of him shows that he actually sees the
silver, and this implies that, in some mysterious way, silver is
actually or virtually created during the illusory process. It is
this actual silver that is superimposed upon the mother-of-
pearl. This kind of superimposition is called artha-adhyasa or
objective superimposition or material superimposition.

Though this may at first appear to be an absurd
proposition, it provided a more plausible explanation of
dbarmi-adbydsa discussed earlier. The mind and body that
are superimposed on the Atman are not entirely unreal.
They are, for all practical purposes, real to us and we identify
ourselves with them. They have a degree of reality known as
vydvaharika satta or empirical reality. As long as we have not
realized Atman-Brahman, the mind and body are real to us.

Thus, according to Advaitins, illusions involve two
processes-the mixing up of two objects (artha-adhyisa) and
the mixing up of two cognitions (jzdna-adhyasa). This dual
nature of illusion is a unique feature of the Advaita view.
No other school of Indian philosophy accepts the theory of
artha-adhydsa.
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The term “society” came from the 12th-century French
societé (meaning ‘company’). This was in turn derived from




THTSTIERReR- U NT:

the Latin word societas, which in turn was derived from the
noun socius (“comrade, friend, ally”; adjective form socialis)
used to describe a bond or interaction between parties that is
friendly, or at least civil (‘Society’, 2023).
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In a world that is torn asunder by strife and conflict, peace
is the healing balm that every human being is seeking with
tearful eyes and an anguished heart. ‘Peace, O Peace’ is the
song of the soul everywhere—East or West, North or South.
Terror-stricken and panic-driven, the human heart throbbing
in any part of the globe cries for peace and tranquility,
harmony and concord. (Swami Atmapriyananda, 2018, p.48)
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Society did not exist ages ago, possibly will not exist ages
hence. Most probably it is one of the passing stages through
which we are going towards a higher evolution... (CWSV 2,
p-64).
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HTHT, TheaT: Yot : Fgarreent sfadafsr | ara: smgfds
e e C | Tgh TSRO —

A ST TH: HHAFTHIHR AT |
BT e & Tt HaHd |
[ fersuraRToT ¥.20.] ST |
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AT SHTHAT 7 el T | 31 WITIET qedRe il
qNT: UF ;| ARAHE FITY 3Teh ST e aehe ek UT:
TUA AR REEH] WA | gEstH: EeUERT,
FAHSTHA: GHToR UTRaTen aRfeafaar senfdep=a:
AT ufcrergeT Wat=T | o formrdarst wHanTe arEfgeRdn
3T A A HiARH IR Afh FHSHEATS USRI |
I FHATYASHE AR IRITST ST foSa=aia
ar gugeEd weafa fhg wRawive w9 Sfesiae
STATTHBIATHTSAT TRl AT FRA AT TAAAHHTS
FI M T WU [RG dfged i@ =iafa | =y
EURKEREI Y TSI TR e J @a @ ﬁq@;
a?h%w@ﬁsqf‘gvﬁﬁm | HT1E T FHTSTE S aqaa4 |
dgh WA —

“Fg: AU AW, TIY: TISTAT 91 TSTRIHSHA, T
HHUIE ehelo- deadTHeTy Ashita” Sfd (faaepri=, 93¢,
9.33) |

] hH TQ TUAHRUEIUE ARAY THGH | 3t dred

T YITardT T —
T fg QYO RATRRETEar: 11 [T gexe] $f |

A WE: U SATA Id & WIS QI e
AT gESE QEReT Wﬁ%l :ﬁ?’ qEeE 3§ aq
q H‘oﬁf&r FHHNOT  HATSHIAATRROETIO  Srogni-l  fohmg
HRHHATAT | ANEATA TITRROTARHIT: Wi%l%m'{mé?
IRuTHE SRS |a§?ﬁlﬂawrrr—

TNT: TG i N [ 2.40] gi%r |

ﬁo‘{«‘%‘crfﬁa Frrefar Iq IEERE: | HETR AT
ﬁww%ﬁqw%wwm | 3T It
TS S WARER SN —

FfeatsaTor 7ar RS |

o d: HHANTHTE: T ffRread | [far 3.0] 3 |

@AfeEs<Ah ad “Non-attachment is complete
self-abnegation” (CWSV 1, p.81) sfad1 o -
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SETERPYE JUIEUUl STHAN Sfi | FHANAEI d+ikh aq
e arTeRT AT ersaa e e I HI&re TTRRE e
Sl (fereehas, 23¢3, 9.¢R) |

It WIadId—

AHIGE: T hrd ohH FHMR |
STEH! GTE-hH GXHTHITT 9es: |l [T 3.9:] S |
ST — STATEH e T&T HHAIS e | Il g ST
el THH HIE FHead S |
FHGMAT 7 HaMy HIGEIEeT | Tadl aeadHdh ad
FHAFISTA AehRIAfg sma s 1
QAR H<AET® Id St 9 g feafy
ferrama= ] Ferdd 3 : “...there is and can be nothing freely
given” (CWSV 4, p.259).

g TRAIf SR WITaT @IEHS TSI
IURTLT I ALY T hciodohH, ATHeAHITgS] a1 frafy ik
Ay @ aea HHT0r Ia: 2 (T 3.37) | 31a: wH woiERe |
M &1 e, STRHUT: hH SA:, HHFISHT AT
forgarcifcr 31Si=: wiTaar agen 3ufes: (T 3.¢) | AT HH IT
e forad agT aeTeE TR |

TR oo ageIi URy= age: Aea
Jdg® UREy, SeATfdehyHe Qafaug@Hi  aHede-
ULl S o Fal f§ d9d Fad aq seAfarent afwia
ST FAfTIRHIATH JfA@®afa— “...spirituality
is the true basis of all our activities in life” (CWSV 1,
p.52) | UIAHAMY AN WA AFAHR 3T
TR Wi | W aerEd et difed: w9 a@
AT Tad | ofd:  WRIUSR: WU
TN STFaT Wiiehd: | RHARFT T hae WIS
TIA FY:, fohr] STASY TAT TEEATATCHR TR T

o 9

ARITTESIfRY & fruden | werw o @ wEw—

¥ HHH SFRETASHR GouIsed | 7T 3.7 |
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TACUETT U fashiRiaaarere foh ar ot wiaqagfa | o
T @fHTe faeermrt aq—

No civilisation can grow unless fanaticism, bloodshed,
and brutality stop. No civilisation can begin to lift up its
head until we look charitably upon one another ;... (CWSV 3,
p.202).

@ WA AT HAAT | HHANMNT: AT ARG
WAl | EfafeemE=AR aq <a1 @ik | o Wed
qcieh JATGAT Afodeay | Ffoee sifusreas o faf:
T T | (foaehr, 93¢3, U.38) |

=7 formef a1 agsTOT g A9 Ak wE WAt P e
e AEQERhRIG &1 7S JH: Tgh: HHAGRY | dgh
= EaE Eeres )| £ pe) r-o i

AATE W oI FRrranfd dea Sf et ot
qEGECHIED  @gd o a- @qudﬂwlq-% =

|ar5'<7>r€ra?{rf'?4ﬁﬂa1a | T TH AP
T aia g HafaUHgo™ GRUGICAN Faiadg:d god =
(EEEIRES 22&3,‘13?) l

‘Self-oriented actions give birth to strife, expectations,
desires, possessiveness, attachments and jealousies’ (Morris,
2018).

I EHfoddMaARh  aq fwrdar AW “ergmg
W—gﬁrmﬂﬁs”gﬁ(ﬁw 23¢3,9.¢¢) |

T T HTeA TS T FHETANT: T Tdeh TgGi:
AT AT FA [ TeheATITST AR = 3T QAW
forre T W@ et wHANTIRieA gEewE famRi
TEIFIATIHGE & TAH FGHRH  3HJad §H

MRS TR eI TR ST |
R. HHIRTIRNT THTS AMATITE TATH:

QUTHS hHRUTET I d—
War begins with in the human mind that is filled with
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hatred. Hatred arises from narrow bigotry— from the feeling
that ‘Talone am right;; others are all wrong’. Narrowness arises
from lack of expansion of the mind and heart beyond one’s
own self. (Swami Atmapriyananda, 2018, p.49).

Fundamentally I think there are three main causes of war.
Firstly I think that war is brought about by pride, the pride
either of those who feel they are minor power and want to
increase their importance, or of those who already consider
themselves powerful, but who wish to extend their power.

The second cause of war is fear. Fear is always a bad
counsellor. Fear sets little dogs barking and snapping and
makes them the most dangerous. Fear has been the cause of
many a war....

The third cause is want. I think it takes third place because
poverty sometimes weighs down so heavily on men that they
lose all hope and with it the spirit of revolt (Berger, 1959,
p-25).

T, W, JUI—UQ GUTHRAS Tohdd hHANTEUTEAT B
eI~ 1 g W1 oS &STEohR U | &STEehR ATH ‘37 7H = 3fd
TS | HHANATE, (ARG URH, 3RATAfT | 31
ferash— T RUTeH ith ad SFAH SR — 3TIGH
JqTerq qUIEUT STEAANT:, I “o7g” I, ¥ed “@Hq” | =
A a1 HHAN: S aged ufa [t (e, 23¢3,
9.8%) |

FEAAfaRRNT=ERY UNESCO sfd f=ras weid |
3T UEATATATIHG, Ttehe] I HgTH: HIFaHA Td TRHd-

The Preamble to the Constitution of UNESCO declares
that “since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds
of men that the defences of peace must be constructed.” In
1945, UNESCO was created in order to respond to the firm
belief of nations, forged by two world wars in less than a
generation that political and economic agreements are not
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enough to build a lasting peace. Peace must be established on
the basis of humanity’s moral and intellectual solidarity.

The growth of global challenges such as inequality,
exclusion, violence and sectarianism has resulted in a
foreseeable social intolerance that drives humanity apart. The
role of UNESCO to accomplish every day its fundamental
humanist mission to support people in understanding each
other and working together to build lasting peace has become
a centre point in making a safer world for diversity and future
generations. Be it through education, the sciences, culture,
communication and information, peace is promoted in all of
the Organization’s fields of work. (UNESCO, no date)

T Td Rigmn T aefvr | A9 & am Ridfa 9w
@At <a— ‘Education is the manifestation of the
perfection already in man’ (CWSV 4, p.349) 3 | ar@ne:-
I A argl foefeya, formg oA | acemA egaH gfa A
Thefd | A9 FESH AW T T Rl ey Rawe I
STTERUNERRUT | TAHHTY ARK AT T hH GO0
T | AgTh WA fereehT o —

All these blows taken together are called Karma—work,
action. Every mental and physical blow that is given to the
soul, by which, as it were, fire is struck from it, and by which
its own power and knowledge are discovered, is Karma...
(CWSV 1, p.31).

I I faRr wHHAT= HsgowHﬁ\d | UNESCO-
SAAYT Al Jg, AEHAE T TR I @HUTeH foeehr <
SEIEHS THBHATI | 3 o Id SR STERTIH: AT SHrifor
T A9 gatvde AHafeaET SfgaenETor | gy,
Ui TR, JgUIa:—dd AFdoEl S HRREEH | ST
ANAGAT | AR T: FHHIGAH | SO dig:THR=T: FATTE |
T eSTRIRRITIO: 3 I ST d §d HgehHoT: 316 | O
PRIREIATET, STed GREc g Agharl | - fHer
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FRaf=saan FAESEA 7 aeRite s (foewr=, 93¢3,
9.%) |

A HUMTAUT TERRNSAT o IfEg@eR:, o 9
AE AN eI SIS M RITIRI TRIfd J1ad | $a:
STH: TP T I TSN TR HHAN G&d |
FfgSITa: | 37d: WHASEE<A (2006, p.9) “Selfless Work”
—eh WU e I “The aim of Karmayoga is not to
change the world but to change oneself’. T=] SEATY AT I,
STASTI: URET TGSl @aHa aRedd S |

FHANT AT Td— {. “BSHGIANT Q. ‘FHAZ-
QT 3. ‘B AHGEIATY’ (AR, 088, G.¢) |

(AN Tdaesh HHAMGAT S: Aggiered  sifee
WOqrehd | AegRel Wecd Helgmardl S=ehH | Hgig
¥ 9 waf fAregeraguidgaRdEt S wald |
SHAIANEGT  FH  SRAT: §WERy 7 [d i
ATESa qUT THS §:@eTgedH |

G EFEREHEUT GBI IANTE foaehM-aaTHae I:
T IUTIEY S AGTERUM ST: WG WIaH ST{ciehil shaT:
AEENEEM @ A~quieArsd fmfor sl wfagaei |
TSI T HAY Aol UREd- afgoiTa:  aRad=
ggEd S| GEEREE AT AMEEAE qdd dgwdisty
T | i wdEmeAfafem sgefetmiorgdes
FHAMN: AR Ta feeafa | g Bifedisy @ =
gL | JESTH: I@hRI: @NAR FHochacaiasg=l | 37d:
WA fasH<a With I8Is qayaSTH:  SREERR
FARHYIEERR: ARIaen i (@, 93¢3, U.3R) |
YHEERRE F i gH: Iufma+ gusRHasEe-- 9 JEd |
Tgh foreh T TG —

...if a man thinks good thoughts and does good works,
the sum total of these impressions will be good ; and they, in

a similar manner, will force him to do good even in spite of
himself (CWSV 1, pp.54-55).
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UEhRATHE  TRFHRUM, 37 @I Swafaesiy
TEHT: THUSHEUUT AU | THISTATIIIATIETERR: T
YGATEq:— Teh: HIgAHHG: 3T AT (e,
?3¢3, T.33) IAAEG WAISRA g | 31 dArwH— C..the
good tendencies have also to be conquered. Thus the
“attached” becomes the “unattached” (CWSV 1, p.56) sfc |
;IS TR Sdsw sfa | TaHTERREE: ST
SATIHATHI |

TS At e He (The Song
of the Sannyisin) SHTHA TgAISTHIH WfaaLrARIT<I—

Love, hate—good, bad—and all the dual throng,

Know, slave is slave, caressed or whipped, not free;

For fetters, though of gold, are not less strong to bind ;

Then off with them... (CWSV 4, p.389).

3A: FHARET Grgld I WISTH_ | hH { - STRaH STIEae,
forg T foo 1 o | IfET a9 UdTed gee Wolwd Jgasd-
q: s RigazeT= wagRfT |

gaTgHTe: hallu Aggee o ar Siehl 9 el |
TG HegNASHT TN &1 FHEHIMAfd IHYyed T |
SETERRE JUiadT SN Sfd Wiffaeeed fFrfeaafed |
AT FHAHTEA™ a1 Jad: foaer—gartaf: e ar
sreTty: ey By oy feramsiRig 2o —

R.8. TGS TeHTeh RTREuor areereH (“This world is not our
habitatifgn’) _ .

ST SEHTHTH AT G, A TATEHTeh Ted o TAATEHIRH
STfeehaar TERERIT | TARH STEE: Wed: T3 STHihify
EeAfd TSI @AY WedqH | 3(d: IfE o A T
TRITATH:, G HTETIRIA = WA 7 THH: Al 3TaRd S
TRIT A R TeIRTaTg SRATRD: WA | A qeamT: ¥t
wafd | 37 WiAYTeA faash=-equiey ag udfgan srefH:
HH hciod AgdH 373 STATIeRT Sidl | 7 SHTGEHTeh Yo AT [gH—

Work as if you were a stranger in this land, a sojourner;

R0



FuTeS:

)

work incessantly, but do not bind yourselves; bondage is
terrible. This world is not our habitation, it is only one of
the many stages through which we are passing (CWSV 1,
pp-56-57).

SRNUNG (WL’ Q) A ded RIerfe I Argeie:
9T ao—ciaisﬁ— ﬁ-—raﬁﬂw@"}?ﬂ |7 T WF@W ?{I%rl
LGIERIEEEE IR IS | B e ST, SAThTET ﬁaﬁﬁm eI
T AT ;rwi%rfaa@a?r %reaﬁvgmm AqHSTH—

..The increasing competition and desire for greater
empires led to an increase in confrontation that helped push
the world into WW I. (McCormick, no date)

1Al Al oaH UgeheiTa: QiR Jca™: dfe 31ad
g 3T qH: Ry faqram vl | 7 sk, =i 9fe:
3TEHTRT, 37d: AT Gral I |

R.3. AU IUTETRY: (Looking upon work as “worship”)
IEEEARESECITIE

HOTHH—

IS Uah: ORI add A9 39 g e 9 wRio
TR FrerRrd | afs s worR fagfam: afg e wagureen
i o | 31 9 3T hHEGHHE: Tad GHYaTE: |
TR FuTeTR sf wHweEdr Tesa: fRaft gemma
T sreTeRAfEeR: (ffeees, 23¢3, 9.38) |

A FHHAMES IH FHEGHIGEE Tad YOI |
Taftaeg @ 7 fagfa | o FHws Ul sHEReeTa
SEREUTER HHTHTE Ford Wald | Tgth WITedT -

TR TSHATY TS| IY I I |
TAIRY I dehes HEUur || [far g.39] 3 |

HA: HHEBS WRA Wag o 7 o1 qg AFaHT: gl
T Zehifed | dF Swifeess AMEEAf @ T umifa | aar @
SAPEYUT A FHITEION = Y A& TR a1 39l
THifad wafd | TehiEEd &3 = Yaidia:, Uffeaden @&
AT SRMIEIRGETIIYST AT 3TE= STt |
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I UITGHRET: SHHE: AT IH: TGRS 3764 |
qgeh AU fodehre aq HHU: HeThigl TaRATRY
SR ARRI Tfal~<IehT ; T FHAGHAA, TNUTH AT GER
®ROT wafr (fqaer, 23¢3, 9.38) sfa | w 9k 3@
THTSRT Ucdeh S WhHUT thes WSl 90 il ST
gfomRg waﬁ wafd dfg FHEGH SHETETHT ST
FEWIGARTET TF | TaH 39X amfrwﬁvn?r AChThIET
TR A AFAHTH: WaRRHbGST-al q=q1y: amﬂ%‘cﬁﬁra’:rﬁﬁz
RHUAS ST BUT AIATACI | TH HHE T TN
A, ATGETY Fafbg@Hfa SWaRf safd: Fmafcrgaf |
FU. SUHATET RO T: HHOT: a'%nao‘f\a?hgﬁuﬁrwﬁsfﬁr
AHEHAE: @ﬂaﬁr aé%ra@a FHH: TSI |
S ST Al SFHAHHIOT GO G | HHEAU o A
AT ST, TR TR | qgeh TR e —

Competition rouses envy, and it kills the kindliness of
the heart. To the grumbler all duties are distasteful ; nothing
will ever satisfy him, and his whole life is doomed to prove a
failure. Let us work on, doing as we go whatever happens to

be our duty, and being ever ready to put our shoulders to the
wheel. Then surely shall we see the Light ! (CWSV 1, p.71)

R.3. MU T ¥ O (‘Work for work’s sake’)

ﬁ?rla?r‘s‘%i? W%W SRR EARE RN E i
feraepTaEaafae ad-

HHO! o & aﬁam | gAY éﬁﬂ FE AT 9w, A9
AT ST 3T hHedToTenT: | ?r HHUAG hH G, T
W AT T W, A A EifRRST | Sri PCIRELE
ot form &1 et (e, 23¢3, 9.8) |

WIAGIATET (R.%\9) FTEAAIh ST I ‘FHHUASAT SehREd A
HY wEra St | fodhre T aa-

Karma-Yoga teaches us how to work for work’s sake,
unattached, without caring who is helped, and what for. The
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Karma-Yogi works because it is his nature, because he feels that
it is good for him to do so, and he has no object beyond that.
His position in this world is that of a giver, and he never cares
to receive anything. He knows that he is giving, and does not
ask for anything in return and, therefore, he eludes the grasp
of misery. The grasp of pain, whenever it comes, is the result
of the reaction of “attachment” [emphasis in the original]
(CWSV 2, p.383).

“The essence of Karma yoga is that an individual is duty
oriented, indifferent to rewards and imbued with equanimity’
(Pal, 2020, p.62).

TE o IfE o ek fsehaendon: gedreai= iferar widsam:
afe aaaIdERy afdsd, A MR Taray] The!
wfersgfel | 37 WA eI ag q: TR o=
ST S BT T FATITAT TRk h1d hlifdd | T&T hgA
ATS: TaHirEiRfEegE: a9 FTmE qudl Wity qq
Trsfy gl wfersafa | T T:H0Ng SeRM HHleh: forftar
wiorsafd a1 STAiEad 3TeH | TaeRl S Ud SHANE
IRy -z sfi (foeier=, 23¢3, 9R) |

gglfceh ded HEOHT: UEfd IS dd: AT R qIeT
U< | agwh feraehantiae — ‘When purity, when
spirituality goes, leaving the soul dry, quarrels begin, and not
before’ (CWSV 6, p.137). E‘SI:QIG'OIOH@IHILIC\OTOI'JIWIFCT-MOJ-I|°|{4-I<UI
3R TRl TaIT HHANT: | AT HR IR RIST W&TH:
forrehT <& aafd ‘radical reform’ (CWSV 3, p.231) Sg=Id
TETEG TS YR | d=Tch Ad—

All healthy social changes are the manifestations of the
spiritual forces within, and if these strong and well adjusted,
society will arrange itself accordingly. Each individual has to
work out his own salvation ; there is no other way, and so also
with nations. (CWSV 5, p.417).

Meddle not with so called social reform, for there cannot
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be any reform without spiritual reform first (CWSV 5, p.72).

TEHEEAT (2020, p.64) T SR
STERIATEET TR 2T ehTa MarehrshTHeaT:
s aRgTea s |

3. SUEER:

oy A AF: | AFeSio ™ @& dmed IRHTH-
WETFRED W | 3| uE AR Wy T
TEQEIEA ;| o STfEEd S TRHTCTHT SRR R:
sheled Bl | Ageh BT (3.4)-

3¢ UeaeIeY T
7 Sf<gegedr fofe: |
FagINSiar o HONIHT | T TIHIEIEhR: Aa-
Sitee segd 3 | Tadn: gat: gttt suanmggEe

A | FHANMISA  STEHTERT  STOHAT, HIS:  ATe
TAATAR FHIYRT Hafd dred TR $Hd | AT 9
AT | SeHe hHANRY 3234, TREAUY: | 3T3d U
gfe:—

If we are genuine Karma-Yogis and wish to train ourselves
to that attainment of this state, wherever we may begin we
are sure to end in perfect self-abnegation ; and as soon as this
seeming self has gone, the whole world, which at first appears
to us to be filled with evil, will appear to be heaven itself and
full of blessedness. Its very atmosphere will be blessed ; every
human face there will be god. Such is the end and aim of
Karma-Yoga, and such is its perfection in practical life (CWSV
1, p.92).
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Advaita Philosophy of Saﬁkaricirya
in light of Buddhism
Brahmachari Bhudharachaitanya (Sabuj)*
Abstract

[This paper examines the philosophical dialogue between Sarnkaricirya’s
Advaita Vedanta and Buddhist thought, particularly Madbyamaka
philosophy. While Buddhism negates the self through Sinyata
(emptiness), Advaita asserts the ultimate reality as Brabman— an
indivisible, non-dual consciousness. The study explores key Buddhist
arguments like Nagarjuna’s Catuskoti and Candrakirti’s Sevenfold
Reasoning and presents Sankara’s refutations using Vivartakirana
(illusory transformation). The discussion highlights the intricate
similarities between Advaita’s Pure Awareness and Buddhism’s Buddha-
Nature, revealing how both traditions describe an ineffable absolute reality
from different perspectives. ]

Since the inception of human civilization, the quest to
alleviate suffering has been a central theme in the human
experience. Early humans sought to mitigate pain and
discomfort by creating shelters and discovering fire for
cooking, demonstrating a persistent drive to overcome
adversity. However, as humanity advanced, the complexity
and nature of suffering seemed to evolve concurrently,
often expanding in response to increasingly intricate and
superficial remedies. In the context of Indian philosophy,
numerous sages and scholars have delved into the profound
inquiry of suffering and its cessation. The Indologist Heinrich
Zimmer in his book, ‘Philosophies of India’ posits that there
exists a shared optimistic perspective across various Indian

*  Saradananda Bhavan (The Headquarters), Ramakrishna Math &
Ramakrishna Mission, Belur Math
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philosophical traditions. He states - “Philosophic theory,
religious belief, and intuitive experience support each other
in India in the basic insight that, fundamentally, all is well. A
supreme optimism prevails everywhere.”

A pivotal figure in this discourse is Sri Ramakrishna, the
Avatara of this age, Sri Ramakrishna, who showed the world
that the simplest path to end suffering lies in the realization
of God. In his simple and vernacular way of teaching, he
tried to fulfill the promise he had once made - “For the
protection of the good, for the destruction of the wicked, and
for establishing Dharma, I take birth in every age.” By weaving
together diverse paths to divine realization, Sri Ramakrishna
highlighted the underlying unity among Indian philosophies,
offering a holistic approach to alleviating human suffering.

Similarly, Siddhartha Gautama, better known as the
Buddha, exemplified the profound response to human
suffering. Raised in affluence, he was compelled by the
pervasive suffering he witnessed around him, leading him
to renounce worldly comforts in search of enlightenment.
His teachings, encapsulated in the Four Noble Truths and
the Eightfold Path, propose a pragmatic framework for
overcoming suffering. Madhavicarya’s commentary in Sarva-
darsana-sarhgraha parallels this sentiment, emphasizing
the relationship between suffering and liberation—
yathd cikitsasistram rogo rogabeturdarogyam bbesajamiti,
tathedamapi samsarab samsarabeturmokso moksopaya iti.?

Buddha’s approach was marked by practicality rather
than abstract debate. In a poignant metaphor, he urged
his followers to prioritize action over discourse when

' Zimmer, H. R. (1951).  Philosophies of  India.
https ://ci.nii.ac.jp/ncid/BA18791894

2 Sri, M. (1882). Sarva-dar§ana-sarhgraha (E. B. C. COWELL & A. E.
GOUGH, Trans.). TR{BNEE & CO., LUDGATE HILL.
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experiencing suffering. Even when he saw his own disciples
attacking everyone under the sun, including their own sub-
schools on the basis of the existence of self and non-self—
Buddha remarked— “O Monks! When your house is on fire,
would you debate on the nature of fire or put it off? Such
is the nature of suffering so instead of discoursing on the
nature of suffering— one should try to overcome it.” It is
said that 14 times he was probed with questions of reality,
and he remained silent all these times*. This silence of his
resonates with Ramakrishna’s perspective on the ineffability
of the absolute (The nature of Brahman cannot be expressed
verbally®), as also captured in the Taittiriya Upanishad : “yazo
vaco nivartante aprapya manasa saha.”®

In essence, all the Indian sages illustrate a profound
understanding of the mechanisms of suffering and the vital
importance of seeking liberation from it. Their teachings
invite an exploration of shared philosophical themes that
serve as a nourishing balm for the collective human plight,
reinforcing the notion that the pursuit of understanding and
alleviation of suffering is indeed a universal endeavor.

Prominent Buddhist Philosophers

Buddha’s silences have, however, been subject to profound

3 Samyuttanikiya (S.iv.19), Salayatanasamyuttam, Sabbavaggo,
Adittasuttam

4 The Noble Silence: A term attributed to the Gautama Buddha for
his reported responses to certain questions about reality. One such
instance is when he was asked the fourteen unanswerable questions. In
similar situations he often responded to antinomy-based descriptions
of reality by saying that both antithetical options presented to him
were inappropriate.

> Brabmera svaripa mukbe bala yaya na [$risriraimakrsna kathamrta,
caturtha pariccheda]
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philosophical interpretation by several prominent thinkers
who followed him. Chief among these are Nagarjuna,
Dharmakirti, Candrakirti, and Dinnaga, who crafted intricate
theories that engage with various philosophical treatises,
thoroughly examining them threadbare under the sun.

Nagarjuna, the propagator of Madhyamaka Buddhism
(lit.Middle Path) and the writer of Malamadhyamakakarika,
says - “All experienced phenomena are empty (Sanya). This
did not mean that they are not experienced and, therefore,
non-existent; only that they are devoid of a permanent and
eternal substance (svabbiva) because, like a dream, they
are mere projections of human consciousness. Since these
imaginary fictions are experienced, they are not mere names
(prajapati).” Thus, Nagarjuna’s philosophy occupies a
nuanced position that is neither nihilistic nor aligned with the
dualistic perspectives of Hinduism. His treatise of 27 chapters,
composed in Karika-style and primarily employing Nyaya
terminology systematically dismantles the notions found
in both Abhidharma and Hindu dualistic doctrines. The
rigor of his argumentation is so compelling that it questions
all positively articulated philosophies, including Dhdrma,
Tathagata Buddha and Nirvana. His approach is not geared
toward negating these concepts but rather enlightening
the misunderstanding inherent in their expressions. For
instance, he talks about the emptiness of everythingg, in a
way contradicting even to the mundane act of walking, as
illustrated in his dialectical analysis :

“The Walker is walking”

Q: Who is walking ?

7 Kalupahana, D. J. (1987). The principles of Buddhist psychology.
Suny Press.

8 gdefougoma @ SgHHRREd (Malamadhyamakakarika, Ch.27.30)
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A: I, the walker, in whom the action of walking is
inherent. I am walking, and the walker is in me. The road is
not walking, but I am walking.

Q: So there appear to be two walkings : the walker with
the property of walking in you and the walker who is actively
walking. Did he walk twice ?

A : No, the person who is not walking walks.

Q: So the not-walker walks ? That seems contradictory !

To elucidate his argument further, Nagarjuna formulated
the Catuskoti system, a rigorous quadrilateral framework
that examines each of the four potential stances regarding any
proposition A :

4+ A (being).

4+ Not A (non-being).

4 A and not A (the conjunction of being and non-being).

4+ Not (A or not A) (that which is neither being nor
non-being).

He asserts that true reality transcends these dichotomies
and refers to this ultimate reality as Sfmyatﬁ. Utilizing
this logical apparatus, he systematically dismantles various
philosophical constructs, illustrating that all lead ultimately
to Sﬁnyaté. Notably, this method of debate, referred to
as Vitanda®, was later adopted by Stiharsa of the Advaita
tradition, who employed the same technique in his influential
work, Khandanakhandakhadya, to elucidate the concept of
the ‘Self’.

Sevenfold Reasoning of Candrakirti'

Candrakirti, a prominent commentator on the works

9 Nyaya Satras mentions three kinds of Debate — namely, vada, jalpa,
and vitanda.

10 Unconditional Unnamed Silence. (2024, October 9). Where is your
Atman ? Where is your God ? Buddhist Philosophy Chandrakirt’s
Chariot

Y



Advaita Philosophy of Sar’lkaricirya in light of Buddhism

of Nagarjuna, is pivotal in articulating the philosophical
underpinnings of Tibetan Buddhism. He is esteemed by the
great Lamas as the authoritative interpreter of Nagarjuna,
who, in turn, is viewed as the correct interpreter of the
Buddha’s teachings. Candrakirti’s profound critique of the
concept of Atman, or Self, is encapsulated in his framework
known as Sevenfold Reasoning, which serves to establish
the Buddhist notion of selflessness or Non-self. His analysis
reveals that what we label as the “self” is merely a designation
applied to a collection of parts or components, analogous to
how the term “Chariot™ refers to its constituent parts. In this
context, the Sevenfold Reasoning scrutinizes the existential
conditions of a person concerning the aggregates' of body
and mind. The arguments are as follows :

1. There is no chariot which is the same as its parts— The
assertion that the parts of the chariot are identical to the
chariot itself is contradicted by the necessity of using a distinct
term for the whole. If we categorized the self in a similar
manner to the chariot, we would be compelled to recognize
the implications of viewing the self as either a collection
of discrete elements or a singular entity. The contradiction
arises : if the Self/Atman equates to individual parts, we would
conceivably possess multiple selves, which is inconsistent with
our intuitive understanding of identity. This is in concurrence

A chariot is not asserted to be other than its parts, Nor non-other.

It also does not possess them. It is not in the parts, nor are the parts
in it. It is not the mere collection [of its parts], nor is it their shape.
[The self and the aggregates are] similar. — Chandrakirti, Supplement
to (Nagarjuna’s) “Treatise on the Middle Way”

The concept of 5-Aggregates or paficaskandha in Buddhist philosophy
are the basis for self-grasping. They are : rapaskandha, vedanaskandha,
samjfiaskandha, samskarskandha and vijdanaskandha. This idea is
similar to a certain extent to the Advaita idea of paficakosa.

12
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with all the Hindu schools of thought.

2. There is no chariot which is apart from its parts— The
contention that a chariot could exist independently of its
parts challenges our conceptualization of identity. If the self
were inherently separate from its components, one must
question the origin of the self when the body and mind
are conceptually disaggregated. This bifurcation raises the
query : where would such a partless self exist? To this, the
Hindu Dualist schools such as Nyaya, Samkhya, Vaisesika
etc. do not agree and insist that there is a separate body-mind
from Atman. Proofs of their thoughts can be found in
Udayanacarya’s Nyayakusumagjali (9 proofs of the existence
of God) and Atmatattvaviveka (Multiple proofs of the
existence of a separate independent eternal soul).

3. There is no chariot which is contained in its parts— This
proposition raises critical questions about the location of the
self. If the self were contained in the parts, it would imply a
distinction that contradicts the understanding that the self
cannot be isolated from its disassembled parts.

4. There is no chariot which contains its parts— This reasoning
suggests a duality between the chariot and its components,
which ultimately refutes the existence of an independent
Atman.

5. There is no chariot which possesses its parts— The notion
of the chariot as the possessor of its parts invites scrutiny.
One encounters the paradox of ownership: does the self
truly possess the body and mind ? This illusion of ownership
arises from the interdependent continuity of mental and
physical experiences. The analogy of the Alatacakra—where
a spinning flame appears as a wheel—aptly illustrates how
fleeting thoughts and emotions contribute to our sense of
identity.

¥\9
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6. There is no chariot which is the collection of its parts— If one
dismantles a chariot and lays its parts side by side, it remains
unidentifiable as a chariot. The inherent existence of the self
is similarly problematic. The conventional understanding
of self arises from the aggregation of parts rather than
being a composite of them. This realization challenges the
foundational assumptions regarding the self, emphasizing
that only the aggregates exist, and questioning the initial need
for a concept of Atman or self.

7. There is no chariot which is the shape of its parts— The
notion that a chariot is merely the sum of its parts is flawed.
While the individual components can be arranged in a
particular configuration to create the shape of a chariot, the
assembled whole does not resemble the individual parts. This
perspective contradicts the concept of an eternal Atman, as it
implies that the self is fundamentally a physical entity. Non-
physical elements, such as the mind, thoughts, and values,
lack a concrete shape. Although these non-physical aspects are
not intrinsically the self, it is unreasonable to consider them
entirely irrelevant to our understanding of the self, should we
posit that the self is merely a configuration of its components.

Furthermore, even if we conceptualize the self as a shape,
it is essential to acknowledge that such a shape cannot change
without altering the identity it embodies. The physical body
undergoes changes in shape over time; however, under this
framework, an intrinsically existing self can persist despite
alterations in its component parts. Hence, the assertion
that the self is simply defined by its constituents diverges
from our comprehension of the self’s inherent existence.
Consequently, we must conclude that the self cannot be
adequately understood as merely the arrangement of its parts.

In summation, Candrakirti’s Sevenfold Reasoning
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systematically dismantles the notions of a permanent,
independent Self, urging a reevaluation of identity through
the lens of interdependence and the authentic nature of
existence.

Advaita Answer to the Sevenfold Reasoning

The discourse surrounding the philosophical parallels
and divergences between Advaita Vedanta and Mahayana
Buddhism has elicited a spectrum of interpretations. It
is important to clarify that Shankara primarily critiques
the later Buddhist doctrinal developments rather than
the original teachings of the Buddha himself. As T.M.P.
Mahadevan (1968) says, “At the time when false doctrines
were misguiding the people and orthodoxy had nothing better
to offer than a barren and outmoded ritualism to counteract
the atheism of the heterodox, Shankara expounded the
philosophy of the Upanishads for the benefit of humanity.”
Furthermore, Advaita Vedanta emerged relatively late
in the historical context, coinciding with the decline of
Buddhism. Consequently, it remains speculative how figures
such as Nagarjuna or Candrakirti might have countered
Shankara’s philosophical assertions. Now we shall delve into a
comprehensive response to the Sevenfold reasoning, utilizing
the allegories of Shankara and the Advaita perspective,
and address the fundamental aspects and elucidate both
the similarities and differences between these philosophical
frameworks.

In this exploration, we shall invoke the concept of
Vivartakarana, which refers to an apparent or illusory
manifestation arising from avidya (ignorance) or human
error. The Chandogyopanisad offers an illustrative example :
yathd somyatkena lobamanind sarvam lobamayam vijiiatam
syadvacarambbanam  vikaro namadbeyam  lobamityeva
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satyam (6.1.5) Meaning— “O Somya, it is like this: If you
have knowledge of a single gold nugget, you know all objects
made of gold. All changes are merely verbal designations.”
This statement encapsulates the notion that transformations
are only nominal and that gold represents the ultimate reality.
The text elucidates the term vacarambhanam nimadheyam
vikarah through various examples. Now, to this, Satrakira
says tadananyatvamarambhanasabdadibbyah (14) Bhagavan
Bhasyakara explains the word “Ananyatva” as absolute
identity, implying that ‘vicirambhana’ denotes that which
originates solely from linguistic usage and lacks independent
existence. With this, he develops the theory of Vivarta at great
length Through this lens of Vivartakarana, especially with the
example of Gold and ornaments, that we will try to refute the
Sevenfold analysis.

1. There is no chariot that is identical to its parts— The
proposition aligns with consensus among Dualists, Non-
dualists, and Buddhists, asserting that the body-mind
complex is not synonymous with the Atman or Self. Gold
is not equivalent to an ornament; it can manifest as varied
forms such as a bracelet or a necklace.

2. There is no chariot that exists separately from its parts—
This assertion is contestable. In accordance with Candrakirti’s
philosophy, the dualists can be defeated. The inseparability of
self from the body-mind illustrates that a limited self cannot
be isolated from a specific embodiment. Advaita posits that
while one may perceive oneself as a witness to body-mind,
the distinction is illusory. The Advaitan approach seeks to
dismantle the misidentification of the self with the body-
mind, invoking Vivartakarana. Utilizing the gold-ornament
analogy, it is crucial to note that gold represents the singular
reality manifesting as various forms. The individual self, as the
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limitless consciousness, appears differently in various states
of awareness. In response to Buddhist inquiries regarding
whether Atman serves as the foundation for body-mind,
Advaita asserts that the analogy holds ; for instance, gold does
not act merely as a vessel for an ornament, just as the rope
does not contain the snake in the illusion.

3. There is no chariot which is contained within its parts—
This statement is also contestable, as it may be argued that no
necklace or wave exists without the underlying gold or water,
respectively.

4. There is no chariot which contains its parts— This premise
aligns with previous arguments.

5. There is no chariot which possesses its parts— Is atman the
possessor of body-mind ? Is gold the possessor of a necklace ?
Does gold go around wearing a necklace ? No! They are not
separate entities. Gold can exist without a necklace, but not so
the opposite.

An exploration of whether Atman is the possessor of
body-mind echoes the earlier discussion on the relationship
between gold and its ornaments. Gold does not wear a
necklace ; rather, the necklace can’t exist without the Gold,

but the Gold can, by itself.

6. There is no chariot that constitutes the collection of its
parts— The notion that gold represents a mere accumulation
of ornaments stands incorrect, as gold embodies an intrinsic
reality beyond mere collection.

7. There is no chariot which is the shape of its parts— Gold
transcends being merely the shape of a necklace or bracelet; it
exists as a foundational substance, akin to how mud does not
define the shape of a pitcher.

This is how the Sevenfold reasoning that is effective
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against the concept of individual self put forth by dualists
and is difficult to refute. The Advaitic perspective adeptly
navigates through these philosophical intricacies. While
the responses of Candrakirti to these assertions remain
speculative, one may draw parallels and distinctions
between Madhyamaka Buddhism and Advaita Vedanta.
These philosophies appear as reflective counterparts, each
articulating profound insights into the nature of reality, one
negatively and another positively. The challenge of endorsing a
negative perspective lies in the potential to be labeled a nihilist
by opposing thinkers. However, this classification is arguably
unwarranted, as Nagarjuna clearly asserts that his followers are
not Asatvadins. They do not claim that nothing exists, which
represents a fundamental misunderstanding of the concept
of emptiness. The adage, “Yatha sarpo durgrhita®- illustrates
this point: if one grasps a snake by the incorrect end, the
likelihood of being bitten increases. Similarly, misconstruing
Shunya as mere “nothingness” will not lead one to achieve
Nirvana. Conversely, the adoption of a positive framework
presents its own risks, namely the possibility of arriving at
erroneous conclusions about existence. Atman should not be
regarded as an object ; rather, it represents the ultimate reality.

As articulated by Swami Saradanandaji Sri Ramakrishna
and his Divine Play - “Some ancient sages described the
indivisible, nondual Reality experienced during samadhi
as being the extinction of everything, or “void” ($anya);
others explained it as the meeting ground of everything, or
“tull” (parna). But in truth, both were describing the same
experience.”™

Would the Buddhists agree with this statement?
The exploration of emptiness in Buddhist philosophy,

3 Saradananda, S. (2003). Sri Ramakrishna and his Divine play.
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particularly as articulated by the venerable Khenpo Tsultrim
Gyamtso Rimpoche in “Progressive Stages of Meditation on
Emptiness,” reveals a nuanced understanding of the Absolute
Truth. The text outlines five key stages of realization regarding
emptiness that reflect a maturation of perspective within the
Buddhist tradition, from the Theravada to the Mahayana
interpretations. :

1. The Srivaka stage— This corresponds to the Theravada
understanding that there is a mass of change outside as
well as in the body and mind. This stage emphasizes the
acknowledgment of impermanence in both the external world
and the internal self, asserting that clinging to a permanent
self is the root of suffering.

2. The Cittamatra stage— While the previous stage is related
to Hinayina, this stage belongs to the Mahayana. Cittamaitra
means ‘mind only’ or ‘merely mind’. It says there is no
different substance to mind. The mind simply experiences
mental events, interprets them as implying that something like
the material world exists, and envisions it. What we perceive as
the material world is merely a mental construct, challenging
dualistic perceptions of reality.

3. The Madhyamaka stage— There is no world, and there is
no mind. The metaphor of sheaves of reeds illustrates this
phenomenon. It is as if two bundles of reeds are leaning
against each other. Similarly, consciousness arises from names
and forms as requirements, and names and forms arise from
consciousness as requirements. If you pull one of these reeds
away, the other will fall. If one pulls the other away, the
first one falls down. Similarly from the ceasing of the name
forms the ceasing of consciousness, and from the ceasing of
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consciousness the ceasing of the name forms.'

4. Svatantrika—Prasangika stages— Both these stages sprout
from Madhyamaka and differ regarding the use of logic and
the meaning of conventional truth within the presentation of
Madhyamaka. The Svatantrika category attributed primarily
to Bhaviveka, talks about the emptiness of the world and the
emptiness of the self. Prasangika view is based on Candrakirti’s
critique of Bhaviveka, arguing that it relies solely on Prasanga,
the method of logical consequences. In layman terminology,
the school talks about the emptiness of emptiness. This is
the final school of Buddhist thought prevalent now in Tibet.
Dalai Lama and all Tibetan teachers talk the about Prasangika
views of Buddhist philosophy.

5. The Great Middle Path (Shentong or Mahamadhyamaka)—
This represents a synthesis that acknowledges the emptiness
of phenomena while simultaneously affirming the inherent
existence of ultimate reality, described as the vast “basic space
of awareness.” Proponents of this perspective assert that
while all relative phenomena are devoid of svabhava (inherent
existence), the ultimate reality, or paramartha-satya, possesses
its own intrinsic nature. This ultimate reality can be likened
to a basic space of awareness, akin to dreams or clouds drifting
across an expansive blue sky. Within the clear light of the
Void, both samsara and nirvana concurrently manifest and
dissipate, suggesting a profound interconnection. Reality,
as understood through this lens, is characterized as the
vast, unlimited space of awareness. Significantly, ultimate
reality, often referred to as Buddha Wisdom (buddha-jfiana)
or Buddha Nature (buddhadhitu), is devoid of relative,
defiled phenomena, yet is not lacking in an abundance of
awakened qualities. Tibetan mystics such as Délpopa describe

4 Nalakalapiyo Sutta : Sheaves of Reeds
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the conflicting ideas about emptiness and Madhyamaka as
rangtong (“self-emptiness”, “empty of atman”). The socio-
political dynamics within Tibetan Buddhism have led to the
suppression of Shentong by the dominant Gelug school,
particularly following the 1658 ban on the Jonang School,
which included the prohibition of Shentong philosophy in
favor of the more widely accepted Rangtong doctrine.

This discourse resonates with similar philosophical
traditions, as illustrated by Swamiji’s poetic poem, ‘Peace’—
“The void whence rose creation, And that where it returns™.
Reality is the vast unlimited basic space of awareness. This
concept parallels the Vedantic notion of Chidakasha, or the
“sky of awareness,” suggesting that reality emerges from
Divine Ideation. Consequently, the world becomes a mental
projection manifesting within the confines of time and space,
offering an illusion of reality. While Tibetan philosophy
defines this principle as emptiness, Hindu thought interprets
it as pure awareness, branding it as ‘Buddha Nature’ in
the former tradition and ‘Brahman’ in the latter—thus
highlighting a fundamental divergence in their metaphysical
interpretations.
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$1i Jagannitha Cult in Tradition
Dr. Nilachal Mishra*

Abstract

[Our Country is India and our Culture is called Indian Culture. This
Culture is based on all the Cultures. But Indian Culture comes into
our human knowledge first. Man is a social animal and tries to fulfill his
desires by living in this Society. Dharma, Artha, Kima, and Moksa are
called our four purusarthas. Among them, Dharma is the only path to
getting the blessings of God. i Jagannitha is the Lord of this Universe.
The temple of the Lord Jagannitha is one of the dhima among all four
dhamas. Various Sanskrit Scripture like Skanda Purina, Padma purina,
Nirada Purina, Matsya Purina, Garuda Purina, Brahma Purina have
mentioned Jagannatha Kshetra. The description of this sacred place is
found in the Rgveda and Mahabhirata. The present paper describes, in
brief, the cult of jagannatha and various descriptions based on different
modern Publications and books.]

Keywords- Jagannatha, Lord, Puri, God, Universe.

0. Introduction

Utkal or Odisha has become a prominent place on the
international map of devotional tourism due to the grand
shrine of Sri Jagannatha at Puri. Different types of religions,
cultures, and ethics have been developed from this land and
cover the whole World. The History of Odisha from the start
of the kali Era up to the conquesting by the British has been
highlighted by the Cult of Jagannatha.

1. Description of $i Jagannitha in the Vedas and upanisads
The Vedas and Upanisads are well-known as the storeroom
of Knowledge and wisdom. This is related to learning about

*  Lecturer in Sanskrit, K.C.P.A.N Jr. College, Bankoi, Khurda, Odisha
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every branch and culture of the Universe. In the Rgveda
where the description of Lord jagannith is mentioned as the
Daru Bigraha or the wooden idol.
Ado yaddaru plavate sindhoh pare’parasam
Tadirabhasva durhano tena gaccha parastaram’

Here Sayana mentioned to Lord Jagannath as
Purusottama, a wooden image of the Deity like ‘darumayarh
purusottamakhyarh devatasariram’. The explanation of
Sayana is given as follows :

Adah viprakrstadede varttaminam apurusath nirmatra
purusena rahitarh yaddaru darumayarh purusottamakhyarh
devatasarirarh sindhoh pare samudratire plavate jalasyopari
vartate taddaru he durhino duhkhena hananiya
kenapi hanturh asakya he stotah! arabhssva alambasva
upisvetyarthah/ tena dﬁrumayer_la upayamanena devana
parastarsm  atiSayena taraniyam utkrstarh vaisnavalokarh
gaccha.?

Because of the connection of Lord Jagannitha Cult that
Sanatan Dharma as mentioned in the Vedas. It can be stated
that the Vedas are the most important source of Jagannith
consciousness. Different upanisads like the Kaivalya Upanisad,
Svetagvatara Upanisad, and Chandogya Upanisad mention
the real concept of Purusottama, which is directly known as
Jagannatha at Puri. mentioning the divine qualities and the
present image of St Jagannatha, the Svetasvataropanisad says :
Apinipao yavanagrahita pasyatyacaksuh sa §rnotyakarnah/

Sa vetti vedyarh na ca tasya’sti vetta tamahuragram purusarh mahantam//3

Equivalently the Kaivalya Upanisad says :

! Rgveda. X.155.3.

2 Satapathy, Prof. Harekrushna. Utkal Sri Manjusha, Rastriya Sanskrit
Vidyapitha, Tirupati, 2007, p.16.

3 Svetasvetaropanishad. 3.19.

49



$ti Jagannitha Cult in Tradition

Apanipado’yamacintyasaktih pagyamyacaksuh $érnomyakarnah/
Aharh vijanami viviktorupo na cisti vetta mama cit sadham//4

Besides this concept of the param Brahma of Lord
Jagannatha which has been described in different Upanisads
in Sanskrit Literature like the Ramayana and the Mahabhirata
which mentions the Jagannitha tattva in different ways.
Mabharshi Valmiki has described Lord Jagannatha as the family
deity of the Ikshaku dynasty. Lord S$ri Rama advises Bibhisana
to take shelter in Lord Jagannitha after killing the demon
Ravana.

Aradhaya Jagannithamiksikukuladaivatam/>

Furthermore, the Vana Parva of the Mahabharata of Vyasa
mentions purusottama dhima and Mahodadhi of Puri. The
word ‘Mahavedi’ of the Mahabhirata is easily correlated with
the ‘Yajfia Vedi’ of the pious birthplace of Puri.®

2. Jagannatha Cult is a combination of various cultures

It is believed that the cult of the Jagannatha triad has been
taken from tribals. The saoras’ are related to the aboriginals’
old clan and maintain a different identity. Kitums are called
their Gods, and they have special powers. Among them, there
are three Gods Ramma, Vimma, and Sitavoi. Ramma is the
earth, Vimma is the sky, and Sitavoi is the sign of faith that the
whole human race has originated from these three considered
brothers and sisters. As per the Arian faith, Ramma is the
form of Balarima, Vimma is the form of Sti Jagannitha and
Sitavoi is the form of Subhadra. Thus Aryans accepted them
as brother and sister.”

Kaivalyopanishad. 21.

Ramayana, Uttarakinda. 108. 28.

Mahabharata. Vanaparva, Chapter. 114, Verse. 22-25

Satapathy, prof. Harekrushna. Utkal Sri Manjusha, Rastriya Sanskrit
Vidyapitha, Tirupati, 2007, p. 28.
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The worship of savaras has been found to be mentioned
in the Oriya text ‘Daru Brahma-Gita’ of Jagannath Das and
‘Deula Tola’ by Nilambar Das.® Aryans and Non-Aryan
cultures. There are many daily rites performed in the temple
of Sti Jagannatha. Except for some daily rites, many special
rites like Navakalevara, Snanayatra, anavasaranSeva, and
from the well waters are brought which named as ‘Sunakua’.
Brahmanical rites are also followed. In this festival, Lord
Jagannatha is worshipped as Lord Ganapati, which is an
instant of the combination of various worshipping.

Puri is known as one of the Sakti Pithas. Where Devi
Vimali is the main deity and Lord Jagannatha is regarded as
Her Siva or Bhairava.

Vimala Bhairavi tatra Jaganniathastu bhairavah?

3. Different names of Puri

Puri is the Modern name of the Sacred City and is situated
on the Bay of Bengal. As per Sanskrit Literature, this site
has different names like Nilachala, Niladri, Purushottama,
Nilagiri, Purushottama Kshetra, Sankha Kshetra, Jagannatha
Kshetra, Srikshetra, and Purushottama Puri. According
to the views of Kedarnath Mahapatra, a place like Puri is
considered a Tirtha and it was first looks in the Vana Parva
of the Mahiabhirata. The glory of this place is elaborately
described in the Narada Purina, Padma Purina, Kirma
Purana, and Visnukbanda of the Skanda Purina. Still, the
cultural history of this place has been described from the 7th
century AD.'

8 Ibid. pp.29-33.

9 Singh Deo, Jitamitra Prashad. Origin of Jagannitha Deity, Gyan
Publishing House, New Delhi, 2003, p. 98.

10 Different Names of Lord Jagannatha. History Of Odisha, July 2017.
History of Odisha. in.
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There are different names for Sri Jagannatha. The word
Jagannatha is a compound word and it consists of two words
‘Jagan’ and ‘Nath’. The word ‘Nath’ is master or Lord and
Jagan means the Universe. So the whole word Jagannitha
means Lord of the Universe.

In Odiya languages Jagannatha is called Jaga or
Jagabandhu means who is the friend of this Universe.
He is called Kalia means the black-colored deity due to
the physical appearance of the God. He is also called
Dirubrahma, Darudevata (the God of wooden), Chakaakhi
or Chakanayana, Chakadola, etc. The people of Odisha called
him by these names heartily due to his keen devotion towards
the Lord of this Universe, Lord Jagannatha."

4. Daily rituals of Lord Jagannatha in temple

The daily rituals of Lord Jagannatha are performed in
the jagannitha temple, Puri is well-known as Nitis. Those
are indicated as a particular rite, and those religious rites
are completed by the different sevakas. Those sevakas have
performed the rites they have been working on a hereditary
basis for long days. The daily rites of Lord Jagannatha
start from 5 a.m to 12 midnight. It is believed that this has
been in force since the 13th century AD when Ganga King
Chodaganga deva was the King of Odisha.

The working sevakas have not given remuneration on a
monthly basis but on the other hand, they receive a Kotha
bhoga which is known as Khai, and according to the Record
of Rights of the temple 119 different categories of Sivakasi
are engaged to complete the daily rituals of Sti Jagannitha in
the temple of Jagannatha, Puri. some daily rituals are given as
follows :

' Mahapatra, Bhagaban. Daily Rituals of Lord Jagannatha. Odisha
Review, June 2009.
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4.1. Besa Mailam

This Niti starts at 6.45 a.m. The deities change their
dress in this Niti and wear another clean dress. The sevakas
named Pushpalaka,Changada mekap, Dhoba, and Suarbadu
are engaged in this ritual. By wearing the daily dress one
can able to know the day of the week. The deities wear the
red-colored dresses on Sunday, black and white-colored
dresses on Monday, Barapatia Patta on Tues day, Blue color
on Wednesday day, Yellow color on Thursday, white color
patta on Friday, and Black color of patta on Saturday.”?

4.2. Dwaraphita

The meaning of Dwaraphita is the opening of the entrance
door. This Niti is regularly performed at 5 a.m. There are five
sevakas engaged in this Niti and they have examined the seal
of the locks. And after this Niti, Mangala arati starts with the
sevaka, Bhitarchhu Mahapatra, and with two other sevakas.

4.3. Mailam

This Niti starts at 6a.m of the day which means the change
of the dress of the deities which are used the previous night.
After the removal of the night dress, the deities are regularly
used another clean dress.

4.4, Abakasha Niti

This Niti starts from 6 a.m to 6.30 a.m in the early
morning. The meaning of Abakasha is teeth brushing of
the deities. In this Niti, there are many sevakas engaged like
Pushpalak, Darpania, Pratihari, Bhandar Mekap, Suarbadu,
Khuntia, amla Ghatuary, Khurinayak, and mahabhoi. The
astrologer of the temple reads the tithi and other information
related to the astrology of the day during this tithi.

2 Ibid.
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4.5. Sahan Mela

This Niti starts from 7 a.m to 8 a.m. The term ‘Sahan
Mela’ is a local term that means all the devotees are allowed to
take free darshan of the deities in Gaarbhagriha which is near
Ratnavedi. Such type of darshan is normally available once
to the devotees during the whole day. But that opportunity
is available twice for the devotees on some special festive days
only after Sandhya arati.

Besides the above Nitis there are many other Nitis also
performed in the temple of Lord Jagannatha like Ulagi, Rosa
Homa, Surya Puja, Dwarpala Puja, Gopal Ballav Bhoga, Sakal
Dhupa, Mailama, Bhoga Mandap Bhoga, Dwiprahara Dhupea,
Sandhya alati, sandhya Dhupa, Mailam, and Chandan lagj,
Badasinghar Besha, Badasinghar Dhupa, Khata Sejalagi, and
Pahuda, etc.’3

5. Conclusion

From the above discussions, it is concluded that Sri
Jagannatha is the Lord of the Universe. He is omniscient,
Omnipotent, and omnipresent. He is Lord Vishnu and a very
powerful and most worshipped God in this Kali Era. The
Name of Jagannitha is not confined to this State like Odisha
but He is the Lord of this universe. Hence Sri Jagannatha
Cult is the ideal and symbol of Hinduism, there is no doubt
atall.

* K K
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Facets of Nature Mysticism
Brahmachari Vedeshachaitanya (Somnath)*

Abstract

[Mysticism is a vast subject. Among different classes of mysticism,
Nature Mysticism is seldom discussed and relies significantly on personal
experience or realisation. The present article attempts to discuss the
many-sidedness of Nature Mysticism based on available literature. ]

1. Mysticism

It is very difficult to trace the history of mysticism when
relying solely on the written records. Indeed, mysticism
existed prior to its documentation. Mystical experiences are
observed across different religions, cultures, and civilizations.
Moreover, it is also true that mystical thoughts differ from
person to person and religion to religion. William James, in his
famous book ‘Pragmatism’, said : “Mystical states of mind in
every degree are shown by history, usually though not always
to make for the monistic view”.! It is very difficult to give
an all-comprehensive definition of mysticism as each mystic
perceives and expresses his experience according to his religio-
philosophical belief. W.R. Inge, in ‘Christian mysticism’, has
given some twenty-six definitions of mysticism.> Although,
these definitions appear to be diverse in every aspect, some
underlying resemblances can also be identified. Otto Pfleiderer
defined mysticism as “the immediate feeling of the unity of
the self with God”. According to Edward Caird, mysticism is
“that attitude of mind in which all relations are swallowed up

*

Probationers’ Training Centre, Belur Math (Currently in
RKMVERI, Belur Math)

James, William. Pragmatism. London : n.p, 1907, p-151

Inge, W.R. Christian mysticism. London : Rider & Company, 1899
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in the relation of the soul to God”.? Evelyn Underhill wrote
that mysticism is “the art of union with Reality” and a “mystic
is the person who has attained that union in greater or lesser
degree.” 4

Thus, mysticism can be described as the spiritual effort of
the mind to transcend the limitations of the material world
and to surrender itself to the transcendental Reality.

2. Characteristics of mystical experiences

In the book ‘The Varieties of Religious Experiences’,
William James discussed a few characteristics of mystical
experiences. In addition to the characteristics given by
William James, several authors have highlighted other aspects
of mystical experiences. A few salient characteristics are as
follows :

2.1. Ineffability : Mystical experiences are ineffable in nature
because they cannot be bound by the words. Spanish mystic
St. John of the Cross, in one of his famous works ‘Spiritual
Canticle’, wrote : “It is impossible to speak of God Himself so
as to convey any idea of what He is - because it is God Himself
who communicates Himself to the soul now in the marvelous
bliss of its transformation. In this state God and the soul are
united, as the window is with the light, or coal with the fire,
or the light of the stars with that of the sun, yet, however, not
so essentially and completely as it will be in the life to come.”

2.2. Transitoriness : Mystical experience generally does not
persist for a long time. Despite the transient nature of

3 Mysticism, The Encyclopedia of Philosophy Ed. Paul Edwards. 6 vols.
New York : Macmillan, 1967, p-420

4 Underhill, Evelyn. Mysticism : A Study in Nature and Development
of Spiritual Consciousness

> John of the Cross, St. A Spiritual Canticle of the Soul and the
Bridegroom Christ. Trans. David Lewis. June 1909
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mystical experiences, they have profound impact on a mystic
throughout the lifetime.

2.3. Passivity : This stands as another significant feature of
Mystical experiences. The mystic realises “as if his own will
were in abeyance, and indeed sometimes as if he were grasped
and held by a superior power.”6 The mystic is ‘chosen’,
making the mystical encounter fortuitous.

2.4. Unitary Consciousness: This trait could be the real
aim of mystical quest as it involves achieving unity with
the transcendental Reality. Evelyn Underhill’s observation
regarding this matter is notable : “The movement of the
mystic consciousness towards this consummation is not
merely the sudden admission to an overwhelming vision of
Truth : though such dazzling glimpses may from time to time
be vouchsafed to the soul. It is rather an ordered movement
towards ever higher levels of reality, ever closer identification
with the Infinite.””

2.5. Moral Transformation: One very important and
fundamental feature of mystical experience is that after the
experience, the mystic feels an immense transformation in his
character.

2.6. Paradoxicality: Mystical experiences are seemingly
paradoxical in nature. This arises from the limitations of
language to effectively convey the mystical encounters. Evelyn
Underhill remarked in this regard: “the huge disparity
between his unspeakable experience and the language which
will most nearly suggest it” and to “the great gulf fixed
between his mind and the mind of the world.” Fritjof Capra

®  Bridges, Hal. American Mysticism from William James to Zen.

Georgia : CSA Press, 1970
7" Underhill, Evelyn. Mysticism : A Study in Nature and Development
of Spiritual Consciousness
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while exploring the parallels between Modern Physics and
Eastern Mysticism in his book, “The Tao of Physics’, wrote :
“The problem of language encountered by the Eastern mystic
is exactly the same as the problem the modern physicist faces
...Both the physicist and the mystic want to communicate
their knowledge, and when they do so with words their
statements are paradoxical and full of logical contradictions.
These paradoxes are characteristic of all Mysticism, from
Heraclitus to Don Juan, and since the beginning of this
century they are also characteristic of Physics.”®

2.7. Feeling of transcendental bliss: Another important
characteristic of mystical experience is that it gives a profound
transcendental bliss to the mystic. Kabir said : “If you merge
your life in the ocean of Life, you will find your life in the
Supreme Land of Bliss.™

3. Classification of Mysticism

Mysticism can be broadly classified into three types:
Soul-centred mysticism, God-centred mysticism, and Nature
mysticism."” Soul-centred mysticism is found in Indian
religions, whereas God-centred mysticism is observed in
Christianity, Islam, and other religions of the Middle East.

In this article we would try to discuss the different facets
of Nature mysticism.

4. Nature Mysticism

Throughout history, Nature Mysticism has undergone
various formulations, influences, restructuring, and
rediscoveries by mystics and writers across different eras

8 Capra, Fritjof. The Tao of Physics. London : Flamingo, 1986. p-54
9 Translation- Tagore, Rabindranath. One hundred poems of Kabir.
Pan Macmillan India

Bhajanananda, Swami. Dimensions of Mystical Experience.
Prabuddha Bharata. January, 2024
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and regions. Despite these changes, there remains a common
agreement on the core essence of Nature Mysticism. It is
seen as a connection with the immanent God present in
Nature, with an emphasis on the omnipresence of God in the
mystical awareness of the natural world. In this regard, Nature
Mysticism is not very different from God Mysticism.

The mysteries of existence found in nature captivate
and perplex humans the most. Many aspects of it surpass
reason and logic, remaining beyond our comprehension.
These experiences can take place in various domains with
different levels of intensity marked by a feeling of beauty or
sublimity of nature, an intimate connection with the nature,
a certain understanding of the Supreme Reality. It could be
intermittent it could happen just once in a lifetime. However,
its impact on the individual is everlasting. J.Edward Mercer,
in his pioneering work ‘Nature Mysticism’, wrote : “The goal
of the nature-mystics is actual living communion with the
Real, in and through its sensuous manifestation.” Rudolf
Otto gave a definition for nature mysticism as “the sense of
being immersed in the oneness of nature, so that man feels

all the individuality, all the peculiarities of natural things in
himself.”*?

4.1. Nature Mysticism in Upanishad

In several places in the Upanishads, we can observe
indications of a more advanced level of nature mysticism. In
Chandogya Upanishad, following mantra occurs: “TIAS
gfet emadiaraie eamadia deata=iar srawde gefdr:”
(The Earth appears as if meditating, the atmosphere appears
as if meditating, the sky appears as if meditating, the waters

" Mercer, John Edward. Nature Mysticism. 1913. p-10
2 Otto, Rudolf. Mysticism East and West: A Comparative Analysis of
the Nature of Mysticism. London : Macmillan & Company, 1932
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appear as if meditating, and the mountains appear as if
meditating).”® Trees are explicitly referenced multiple times
in the Upanishads, as evidenced by the passages found in
Brihadaranyaka Upanishad : “arem geit aeafeRadia qessquT
T M YOI, SArdTedht afg:” (As a large tree, so
indeed is a man. [This is] true. His hair is its leaves, his skin its
outer bark.). 4

4.2. Nature Mysticism in Literature

The endeavour to define and portray mystical encounters
has found its best expression in literature. As mystics enriched
their literary works by depicting their profound mystical
experiences, poets and other writers enhanced the allure
of mystical encounters and thoughts through their artistic
creations. Several mystics, saints and authors both eastern such
as Kabir, Rabindranath Tagore, Aurobindo, Bibhutibhushan
Bandyopadhyay, and western such as St. Bernard of Clairvaux,
William Wordsworth, William Blake, Percy Bysshe Shelley,
John Keats, Richard Jefferies, Emily Dickinson, Robert
Frost, Richard M. Bucke, Donald C. Peattie, William Henry
Hudson, John Muir, and several others have elaborately
written on Nature mysticism.

Rabindranath Tagore recounted a transformative
experience where the ordinary was transformed into
the extraordinary. The boundaries of the physical world
disappeared, albeit briefly, during this visionary encounter.
He wrote: “..the light of the morning sun ventured down
what path of its rising I know not, and of a sudden illustrated
all human relationship before me in the radiance of the
soul. Although before very long the light was to vanish
in the squalor of everyday life, still I hoped that one day

3 Chandogya Upanishad, Verse no-7.6.1
4 Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, Verse no- 3.9.28
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before retiring from this world I would witness the whole of
humanity illuminated by the light of that one soul.”™ William
Wordsworth is most famous for his mystical portrayals of
nature. One of his numerous writings on nature can be cited
here:

“...Nature never did betray

The heart that loved her ; ‘tis her privilege,

Through all the years of this our life, to lead

From joy to joy ; for she can so inform

The mind that is within us, so impress

With quietness and beauty,...”®

Richard Jefferies is also best known for his enchanting
mystical descriptions of nature. One of his very vivid
descriptions can be quoted: “In the rush and roar of the
stormy wind, the same exaltation, the same desire lifted me
for a moment. I went there every morning, I could not exactly
define why ; it was like going to a rose bush to taste the scent
of the flower and feel the dew from its petals on the lips. But I
desired the beauty- the inner subtle meaning-to be in me, that
I might have it and with it an existence of a higher kind.”"’
All of these encounters exhibit certain common

characteristics that can be easily categorized under Nature
Mysticism.

4.3. Characteristics of Nature Mysticism

4.3.1. Intimacy with the Divine signature in Nature : Nature
Mysticism implicitly expresses the intimate relationship

5 Tagore, Rabindranath. Of Myself (Atmaparichay). Kolkata :Visva

Bharati, 2006. p-72, 73

Wordsworth, William. Lines composed a few miles above Tintern

Abbey. 122-127

17 Jefferies, Richard. The Story of My Heart : My Autobiography. Green
Books. 2002
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between the Divine and Nature. It gives an evocative feeling
that Man and Nature have their genesis from Divinity and
are the manifestations of Divine. St. Bernard of Clairvaux
appositely emphasized : “what I know of the Divine sciences
and Holy Scripture, I learnt in woods and fields.”®

4.3.2. The perception of the Transcendent in Nature: This
marks the initial stage of a mystical encounter. Subsequently,
the mundane or trivial aspects of Nature appear to be
enveloped in a Divine elegance. Even the most ordinary flower
or a single blade of grass is perceived as a reflection of the
Divine. A mystic comprehends the significance of even the
most basic elements of Nature. This feeling is echoed in one
of the noted works of Alfred Tennyson :

“...Little flower—Dbut if I could understand What you are,

root and all, and all in all, I should know what God and man
is.”19

4.3.3. Higher kind of knowledge through Nature Mysticism :
Nature imparts higher kind of knowledge to the mystic
through mystical encounters. The mystic’s soul is enlightened
by God through Nature, resulting in lasting bliss and
contentment. William Wordsworth depicted it as a “presence
that disturbs me with the joy/ Of elevated thoughts.”*°

4.3.4. Stepping stone to the realisation of Supreme : Through
Nature Mysticism of a higher kind, or the union with Nature,
it is possible to have the union with Divine. Subsequently,
the mystic becomes “becomes progressively less aware of his

8 Aurobindo, Sri. Perennial Philosophy. Pondicherry : Sri Aurobindo

Ashram, 1972. p-82
9 Tennyson, Alfred Lord. The Poetical Works of Alfred Lord Tennyson.
London : Ward, Lock & Co. (Poem- Flower in the Crannied Wall)
Wordsworth, William. Lines composed a few miles above Tintern

Abbey.
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environment and of himself as a separate individual. He speaks
of being merged in, identified with, and dissolved into the
One. The subject-object distinction vanishes altogether”.?" In
“The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna’, Sri Ramakrishna told an
anecdote of a monk in Rishikesh “who gets up early in the
morning and stands near a great waterfall. He looks at it the
whole day and says to God: ‘Ah, You have done well ! Well
done! How amazing! He doesn’t practise any other form of
japa or austerity. At night he returns to his hut.”** In this state
of absolute bliss, all awareness of the physical realm is given
up.
5. Conclusion

Nature mystics perceive all aspects of Nature as a
representation of the Divine. Despite the common confusion
between Nature Mysticism and Pantheism, the two
philosophies are distinctly different. A pantheist regards
Nature as the Ultimate Being, whereas in Nature Mysticism,
Nature is the manifestation of the Infinite. Nature acts as a

conduit to attain the spiritual union with God.
* >k k
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The Spiritual Regeneration of Mankind
wrought by Swami Vivekananda
Dr. Paromita Roy*

Abstract

[Swami Vivekananda’s contributions to spiritual regeneration are
examined in the context of Vedantic philosophy and 19th-century
socio-religious movements. His message of unity and divinity in all beings
redefined religion beyond ritualism, emphasizing spiritual and material
upliftment. He championed education as a tool for social transformation
and worked toward empowering marginalized groups, including women
and the poor. His mission, deeply influenced by Sri Ramakrishna, laid
the foundation for the Ramakrishna Math and Mission, fostering global
spiritual awareness. The article highlights his enduring legacy in shaping a
just, equitable, and spiritually awakened society.]

1. Introduction :

Swami Vivekananda (henceforth referred to as Swamiji),
the most illustrious disciple of Sri Ramakrishna, wrought the
spiritual regeneration of mankind through his powerful and
practical thoughts in the realm of religion and philosophy.
Swamiji’s spiritual humanism was engendered by the two
fundamental principles of the ancient wisdom of Vedanta:
one, the divinity of all beings and two, the unity of all
existence. Put together, it is the spiritual unity of all existence.
In the words of Swamiji, “We are in reality that Infinite Being,
and our personalities represent so many channels through
which this Infinite Reality is manifesting Itself...” (CWSV
2, p.331). Swamiji further discovered that this monistic
principle of one unbroken, homogenous (akbanda-ckarasa)

* Assistant Professor and ‘Swami Abhedananda Chair’, Dept. of
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Existence-Consciousness is the basis of ethics (CWSV 2,
p.326), for unless the expansion of the little ‘self’” into and
manifesting as the One Infinite Existence-Consciousness,
conflicts and clashes, wars and hostilities cannot cease
because the “noumenon is not something different from the
phenomena, but it is the very noumenon which has become
the phenomena” (CWSV 2, p.336). Then the heart expands
to its infinite capacity and embraces the whole university
in its expanse. This is where jiana (knowledge) and bhakti
(love) coalesce. A touching incident in Swamiji’s life illustrates
this point. Premadadas Mitra whom Swamiji considered
as his teacher recalls that he once noticed Swamiji publicly
weeping at the news of the demise of a loved one. Premadadas
reprimanded Swamiji saying, “It is unbecoming of a monk to
indulge in this kind of grief like an ordinary human being”
(Sankar, 2011, p.2). His remark aroused a heart-touching
reply from Swamiji who said, “What do you mean? By
becoming a monk, have I become devoid of feeling ? A true
sannyasi’s heart is more tender and affectionate than that of
an ordinary man. We are, after all, human” (Sankar, 2011,
p-2). And then came the blazing utterance, “I do not accept
that form of sannyas which expects me to have a heart of
stone!” (Sankar, 2011, p.2). This incident of Swamiji’s life,
revealing his all expansive heart is a remarkable example of the
heart and mind of one poised in the realization of the oneness
of all existence.! This message of spiritual unity, oneness,
of all existence which was bequeathed to him by his Divine
Master, Sri Ramakrishna, is the bedrock of the Ramakrishna
Order and Sri Ramakrishna knew that in his beloved Naren

1 “..the first thought of the Vedanta is the finding of unity in the
external ; the One Existence manifesting Itself, however different It
may appear in manifestation.” (CWSV 2, p.177)
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(later Swami Vivekananda) alone lay the power to bring
about such a spiritual regeneration, renaissance. The Master
envisioned in his Naren the capacity of being a huge banyan
tree under whose shade millions of beings burnt in the heat of
the worldly sufterings will find rest and peace.> But the road
to the spiritual renaissance of humanity, particularly in the
context of the then Bengal, was replete with hardships and
obstacles. The common perception of Swamiji is that he was a
great spiritual leader of mankind who preached Hinduism in
the West and founded the Ramakrishna Mission to propagate
the message of Vedanta as revivified and resuscitated by his
Master, Sri Ramakrishna. But his influence in the spiritual
renaissance of Bengal and also across the globe cannot be
comprehended without taking into consideration other
movements which were prevalent in the then Bengal.

2. A brief account of the background of the emergence of
Neo-Hinduism in the light of the Vedantic principles :

By the time of Swamiji’s advent in the 19th century
Bengal, there were already some important movements that
were gathering strength. It was at that point of time that two
trends were seen prevalent in the Hindu society. One was
the conservative fundamentalism emphasizing idol worship
and dogmatic rituals and the other was the reformatory
tendency in which Raja Rammohan Roy was the pioneer.

Raja Rammohan Roy founded Brahma Sabha in 1828 which

2 Naren expressed his desire once to be completely immersed in samadhi

like Sukadeva for days altogether, coming down only for the purpose
of protecting his bodily needs. Sri Ramakrishna rebuked his Naren
saying “Shame on you ! You are asking for such insignificant thing, I
thought that you would be like a big banyan tree, and that thousands
of people would rest in your shade. But now I see that you are
seeking your own liberation.” Swamiji could realize the greatness of

Sri Ramakrishna’s heart. ( Nikhilananda, 1964, p.69)
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was a precursor of Brahmo Samaj to fuel the socio-religious
reform movement in the Indian subcontinent to fight against
the social evils like sati, polygamy, child marriage and the caste
system. Raja Rammohan Roy’s genius lay in his attempt to
revive the principles of Vedanta as found in the Upanisads.?
Later on, Maharshi Debendra Nath Tagore and Shri Kesab
Chandra Sen joined Raja Ram Mohan Roy and led this
movement towards a spiritual and cultural direction. Further,
the literary movement pioneered by Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay through his novel Arnandamath, written at
the time of Bengal famine, depicts the picture of colonial
India. The central idea in this novel is the struggle between
classes or races that yields benefits to the oppressor. It is
considered that the literary movement of Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay through Anrandamath also did not have
national influence (Ghosh no date, p.937). Further Milton
Kumar Dev is of the opinion that the reform movements
of Raja Rammohan Roy or Debendranath Tagore did not
gain national importance.* Iswar Chandra Vidya Sagar
is remembered for his initiative to implement the Hindu
Remarriage Act of 1856 and introducing education among
girl children. Although the attempts were made by these
reformers (names of some have been mentioned here) to
create a fair and just society by implementing humanitarian
practices, none of them made any lasting impact on the society
at that time. It is against such a backdrop that we need to
understand the influence of Sri Ramakrishna and Swamiji
which impacted the Indian society then and is continuing the
influence even to this day with augmented momentum and
power. The spiritual movement initiated by Ramakrishna-

3 (Hodder, 1988)
4 (Dev, 2015)
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Vivekananda spread not only throughout our country, but
also worldwide because it was rooted in a universal spiritual
humanistic vision which was somewhat different from that of
the other reformers. Romain Rolland (1931, p.11) succinctly
writes about it by stating that Swamiji “chose the service of
God in Man.” The spiritual renaissance of mankind that
Swamiji attempted was rooted in and based upon spiritual
foundations, on the two fundamental Vedantic principles
mentioned above, namely, Divinity of all beings and Oneness
of all Existence. It was also founded on the Swamiji’s deepest
conviction that only spiritual knowledge can eradicate miseries
once and for all. At the same time, Swamiji was aware of the
need for material development too along with the spiritual,
drawing inspiration from Sri Ramakrishna’s teaching that
“Religion is not for empty bellies” (Rolland 1931, p.19).
In founding the Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna
Mission, Swamiji, therefore, emphasized the four-fold charity
(caturvidba-déina), namely, anna-dana, prana-dana, vidya-
dana, jiidna-dana (gift of food, gift of life-energy, gift of
education, gift of spiritual knowledge) and integrated these
into the plan of action to actualize Sri Ramakrishna’s spiritual
vision. He went to extent of declaring boldly, as Romain
Rolland (1931, p.20) puts it: “Let the study of the Vedanta
and the practice of meditation be left over to the future life !”
We briefly discuss Swamij’s ‘plan of campaign’ as he himself
called it in order to achieve his spiritual humanistic vision of
the individual and the society based on the Vedantic principles
already enunciated.

3. Understanding Religion beyond Ritualism :

Swamiji’s concept of religion is that it is “the highest
plane of human thought and life” because the “intensest
love that humanity has ever known has come from religion,

¢



Dr. Paromita Roy

and the most diabolical hatred that humanity has known
has also come from religion” (CWSV 2, p.367). The ideal of
universal religion must not be misunderstood as one universal
philosophy or mythology or ritual but as the recognition of
the “natural necessity of variation” (CWSV 2, p.374). Just
as we recognize “unity by our very nature, so we must also
recognize variation” (CWSV 2, p.374). Swamiji reminds us
that we are all naturally growing and developing according
to our own nature and will in time reach the highest truth
as “All roads lead to Rome” (CWSV 2, p.376). That plan
alone is considered effective by Swamiji that does not destroy
the individuality of any man in religion and at the same time
shows him a point of union with others (CWSV 2, p.376).
Therefore he instructs: “Do not destroy” because if “God
is the centre of all religions, and that each of us is moving
towards Him along one of these radii, then it is certain that
all of us must reach that centre” (CWSV 2, p.376) and this
reaching the centre would be through “upheaval in religion”
on which is dependent “every improvement in India” (CWSV
3, p-236). With this message, the very first act of charity that
Swamiji undertook was “the diffusion of spiritual knowledge”
which should not be confined within the bounds of India
but must spread all over the world (CWSV 3, pp.236-237).
He said that “man is to become divine by realizing the divine”
and idols or temples or churches or even books are to be
considered mere supports during man’s “spiritual childhood”
(CWSV 1, p.17). His fundamental aim was to make “the
human soul...grasp and realize the Infinite, each determined
by the conditions of its birth and association...” (CWSV
1, pp.17-18) as the ideal of the Advaita is the “ideal of the
oneness of all” (CWSV 3, p.205). Swamiji felt that man must
realize this truth that he is same in essence with the Supreme
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Reality : “Each soul is potentially divine” (CWSV 1, p.253).
It is this realization that will bring intellectual and spiritual
development in the long run (CWSV 3, p.208) :

Teach yourselves, teach everyone his real nature, call upon
the sleeping soul and see how it awakes. Power will come,
glory will come, goodness will come, purity will come, and
everything that is excellent will come when this sleeping soul
is roused to self-conscious activity.

Never before has man been granted such powerful
empowerment as in the realization of his true glorious
luminous nature as the infinite, as Swamiji emphasized
that religion is in “realisation; not talk, nor doctrine, nor
theories...it is being and becoming...it is the whole soul
becoming changed into what it believes” (CWSV 2, p.387).
Swamiji conceived that man should be able to comprehend the
real import of religion which is the capacity of the individual
self to attune to the Higher Self and ultimately realize its
Oneness with It. But he deeply realized that except through
the light of education, both secular and spiritual—called
apard-vidya and pari-vidya —man can never feel empowered
for achieving individual and collective development. This
was the underpinning, the foundation, the raison d’etre of
Swamiji’s constant emphasis on education and his relentless
effort to impart true education that encompasses both the
secular and the spiritual and goes beyond the narrow objective
of “bread-winning” education.

4. Education is the universal remedy to all social evils:

The educational system that Swamiji envisioned was
not that which we formally get in schools and colleges
which according to him is only making us “a race of
dyspeptics” working like machines and having “a jelly-
fish existence”(CWSV 7, p.141). True education for Swamiji

{¢o



Dr. Paromita Roy

is that which helps in the “development of faculty” and not
“an accumulation of words” (CWSV 5, p.225). Therefore
going beyond mere “book-learning”, Swamiji wanted to
reform the system of education wherein Western science will
get harmoniously “coupled with Vedanta, Brahmacharya as
the guiding motto, and also Shraddhi and faith in one’s own
self” (CWSV 5, p.370). He wanted the younger generation to
acquire that education that will help to “find out how to solve
the problems of life, and this is what is engaging the profound
thought of the modern civilized world, but it is solved in our
country thousands of years ago” (CWSV 5, p.372). Therefore
Swamiji wanted the whole of education of our own country,
both spiritual and secular to be in our own hands and through
the national method as far as practical (CWSV 3, p.317). He
emphasized the Gurukula system where a pupil could live in
personal contact with the teacher and learn from the teacher’s
life and character as much as from his teachings. In countries
that have neglected this teacher-student contact, guru-sishya
relationship, the teacher becomes a mere lecturer, expecting
his five dollars and the pupil taught expecting his brain to be
filled with the words of the teacher. (CWSV 3, p.55). The real
objective of education is that “by which character is formed,
strength of mind is increased, the intellect is expanded, and
by which one can stand on one’s own feet” (CWSV 5, p.347).
Swamiji thus wrought a radical transformation in mankind
through true education that is rooted in the spiritual tradition
of our country and at the same time embraced all that the
modern global developments of thought. And this he did not
want to restrict to any particular class of men but wanted every
single individual to understand the worth of his own life.
Swamiji understood that the chief cause of India’s ruin was in
the “monopolizing of the whole education and intelligence
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of the land...among a handful of men” (CWSV 4, p.479) and
emphasized that without spiritual and secular education of
the whole nation there cannot be any “salvation for the race”
(CWSV 3, p.316). We must not forget those who are the
backbone of our nation. Sadly, this very country which has
been the birthplace of Vedanta has hypnotized the masses for
ages denying them the right type of education. The aristocratic
ancestors have trampled the poor, the helpless to the point
that they have forgotten that they too are men and the result
has been slavery (CWSV 5, p.15). Swamiji was determined to
raise these common masses slowly and gradually to equality,
imparting them secular and spiritual knowledge through true

education (CWSV 5, p.206).
5. The Uplift of the Marginalized :

Swamiji was deeply pained at the suffering of the working
class. He realized that their constant struggle for existence had
deprived them of the opportunity to awaken to the realms of
knowledge. He noticed, however, that there has been gradual
awakening of the masses in India as there has been in Europe
and America and that they are gradually becoming aware
of their oppression by the ruling class. Swamiji understood
that one of the greatest causes of India’s downfall and
misery is that she has narrowed herself by “building a wall of
custom—whose foundation was hatred of others” (CWSV 4,
p-356). He therefore made a clarion call to “unite our wills
in continued prayer for their good” (CWSV 5, p.57) but he
was clear enough that “prayer with the hands is yet higher
than prayer with lips and is more saving” (CWSV 2, p.486).
We have forgotten the truth that the “well-being of the higher
classes...lies in helping the lower to get their legitimate rights”
(CWSV 7, p.143). So if we are to rise again, we need to spread
“education among the masses” (CWSV 4, p.479). To quote
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his own words :

No amount of politics would be of any avail until the
masses in India are once more well-educated, well-fed and
well-cared for (CWSV 5, p.215). ..First bread and then
religion. We stuff them too much with religion when the poor
fellows have been starving. No dogmas will satisfy the cravings
of hunger (CWSV 3, p.445)... Material civilization, nay even
luxury, is necessary to create work for the poor. Bread ! Bread !
I do not believe in a God who cannot give me bread here,
giving me eternal bliss in heaven ! Pooh ! India is to be raised,
the poor are to be fed, education is to be spread and the evil of
priestcraft is to be removed. No priestcraft, no social tyranny.
More bread, more opportunity for everybody! (CWSV 4,
p-359)

Man in his state of ignorance is unable to realize that the
same Divinity is pulsating in all creatures. Swamiji realized that
progress and upliftment of the entire nation has to be done by
cultural and spiritual awakening of mankind. The objective
of Swamiji was to give back the working classes their lost
individuality without making them lose their innate spiritual
nature (CWSV 5, p.30). He asserted that he did not believe
in reform but in growth>, “growth, expansion, development
on national lines” (CWSV 3, p.209). He was quick to notice
the drawback of all modern reform movements which being
mere “inconsiderate imitation of Western means and methods
of work” were surely not work for India (CWSV 3, p.209),
for in India, there cannot be any reform without spiritual
reform first. He therefore exhorted that instead of frittering
of energies on the so-called ideal reforms which would never

> Swamiji instructs “to go down to the basis of the thing, to the very
root of the matter. That is what I call radical reform (CWSV 3, p.231)
..My method of treatment s to take out by roots the very causes of the
disease and not to keep them merely suppressed” (CWSV 5, p.340).
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become practical, we should go to the root of the evil, make
a legislative body, that is to say, educate people so that they
can solve their own problems (CWSV 5, p.208). Another
important aspect of Swamiji’s teachings was his emphasis
on women’s education, on extending equal opportunities to
women as well as men, for in the highest reality, Parabrahman,
there is no distinction of sex (CWSV 7, p.219). Hence if man
can be a knower of Brahman so can be woman (CWSV 7,
p-219). This emphasis on the upliftment of the women and
the masses by imparting to them the right type of education
is another significant aspect of the spiritual renaissance of
mankind according to Swamiji, for though outwardly there
may be a difference between men and women, in reality, in
their real nature as the Atman, they are one (CWSV 7, p.219).

6. The greatness of a nation depends on the respect it shows
to womanhood :

Swamiji deeply believed that there is no rise for that
family or country where there is no respect, veneration for
womanhood, where women live in sadness. Swamiji was
piqued at and critical of the efforts of the modern reformers in
his time who were busy with widow remarriage. He asserted
that while he was a “sympathizer” of every reform, we ought
to remember that the fate of a nation does not depend upon
the number of husbands that their widows get, but upon
the condition of their masses (CWSV 5, p.30). Although
Iswar Chandra Vidyasagar took the initiative for women’s
education, Swamiji felt that along with education which he
considered as essential for awakening, we ought to uphold
and project exalted and lofty characters in front of women in
order to inculcate in them a devotion to the lofty principles
of selflessness (CWSV 6, p.493). Considering the need of the

time, Swamiji felt that is was essential “to train some women
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in the ideal of renunciation, so that they will take up the vow
of lifelong virginity, fired with the strength of that virtue
of chastity which is innate in their life-blood from hoary
antiquity” (CWSV 5, p.348) because the motherland needed
for her own well-being, some pure-souled Brahmacharinis
(CWSV 5, p.348). Swamiji saw in all women “the living
embodiments of the Divine Mother” (CWSV 7, p.206). It
is pertinent to remember that Sri Ramakrishna who was
the embodiment of renunciation did not neglect his duties
towards his own mother and also accepted and trained his
wife, Sri Sarada Devi, to be a helpmate in his divine mission
of awakening humanity to realize their true divine nature. Sri
Ramakrishna identified his holy spouse, Sri Sarada Devi, with
Mother Saraswati, the Goddess of learning, who has come
to impart knowledge and grant us wisdom (Gambhirananda
1955, p. 395). The wisdom that Sri Ramakrishna indicates
does not have any “worldly connotation” but is “the flowering
of the mind whereby it can have a life-transforming vision
of Divinity” (Gambhirananda 1955, p. 395). This great
mission of awakening humanity to realize its true divine
nature and to bring about a true transformation in the
collective consciousness of mankind was the noble task, an
onerous divine responsibility that Sri Ramakrishna entrusted
to his holy spouse, his Shakti, helpmate in his mission, the
Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi, which she discharged for
34 years even after Sri Ramakrishna passed away. By this
empowerment of a woman as a spiritual leader and the
mysterious power behind a monastic Order, Sri Ramakrishna
set a unique and unparalleled example in human history,
which Swamiji felt marks the beginning of a great upheaval of
humanity in its spiritual renaissance and regeneration. Swami

Gambhirananda (1955, p.395) explains it accurately by saying
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that “when we study a magnificent personality from different
points of view, we must remember that it is an indivisible
whole, which draws its sustenance from and has its being in a
more basic Entity.” Swamiji “shed the last drop of his blood
for the service of his own mother, motherland, and God in
men” (Gambhirananda 1955, p. 307). May we make our lives
blessed by deeply feeling and realizing this basic truth, and
march on in our joyous journey towards Oneness. “That
One is manifesting Himself as many, as matter, spirit, mind,
thought, and everything else...Let the world resound with this
ideal, and let superstition vanish” (CWSV 2, p.297).

7. Conclusion :

The radical transformation that Swamiji intended should
begin from within, in our innermost being and this will
impact the collective whole, the society for the microcosm and
the macrocosm are made in the same plan as Swamiji realized
in a supreme state of realization in the lap of the Himalayas.
We may end this paper by recalling Swamiji’s three conditions
for being a true reformer. The first step is “to feel” (CWSV 4,
p-154), to feel intensely about the misery and misfortune of
others, almost to the extent of going mad with this feeling.
The second step is to think up a solution to ameliorate this
misery of the world, a clear-cut, well thought out solution
through sharp analytical insight. The third step is to have
the courage of conviction and the strength to implement the
solution, boldly and dextrously. Paraphrasing Swamiji’s own
powerful words : “If the whole world stands against you sword
in hand, ready to crush you out, will you still stand and have
the courage to do what you think is right 2” (CWSV 3, p.241).
Possessed of these three, the heart to feel, the head to think
and the hands to work (harmonious combination of Bhakti,
Jiiana and Karma, enveloped by Yoga, intense concentration)
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each one of us can work wonders by Swamiji’s grace and
be participants in Swamiji’s divine yaj7ia (cosmic sacrifice)
powered by the motor: Atmano moksartham jagaddbitiya
ca—“For the liberation of the individual and the welfare of

the collective.”
* ok k
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