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Foreword

F gy WA ufafgar | 7= 7 anfer ufafgad
sferifed wfer 1 g W osmUfie: s AW
URIAARATHAARGRE T<uigd  aiesnd | q
T | THHE | AgThRAe] | 3Taq HHe] aHR |

3o FTf=T: ZTf=: 2=

Om. May my speech be established in the mind,
and in turn let my mind be established in speech. O
Self-effulgent Brahman (the Supreme Being)! Reach
me through and through ! May my speech and mind
be capable of revealing to me the inner meaning of the
Vedic mantras. Let my learning never leave me [but
be a constant source of inspiration and guidance].
May I be attuned day and night to the spirit of the
Holy Scriptures that I have learnt. May I be truthful
in speech and in thought. May the Supreme Being
(Brahman) protect me (the disciple). May Brahman
protect my teacher. [I repeat,] may He protect me and
protect my teacher. May He protect my teacher. Om
Peace, Peace, Peace !

The present issue (14" issue) of our Research Journal
Prajiidloka of the Department of Sanskrit Studies, which has
since been rechristened as the Department of Sanskrit and
Philosophy with enlarged scope of academic achievement,
under the School of Indian Heritage, Ramakrishna Mission



Vivekananda Educational and Research Institute, is now being
published. This journal, as mentioned in my Foreword to an
earlier issue, is a reverential attempt to worship Surabbarati
by our faculty of the Department of Sanskrit & Philosophy.
Our hearty congratulations to the faculty members of the
Department on this sustained effort and tenacious pursuit of
this literary endeavour. May Surabbdrati Medhbadevi Vigdev:
Sarasvati illumine our hearts by making them Her eternal
abode and bless us with the awakening and blazoning of the
Light of Wisdom, Prajiidloka, is the humble prayer of

@mw
Belur Math Swami Atmapriyananda
4 July 2026 Pro-Chancellor & Secratary
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Four Laws of Spiritual Life

Swami Yatiswaranandaji Maharaj
Former Vice-President
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission

[The author of this article, Swami Bhajanananda, had the good
fortune of receiving Mantra Diksha from Revered Swami Yatiswaranandaji
Maharaj after completing his studies in 1953. Revered Swami
Yatiswaranandaji asked the young man to read the book Divine Life
written by him. The book is mostly a compilation of selected passages
from the Upanisads and the Gita. The passages are meant for the practice
of manana or reflection. How to do manana? First of all, you have
to know the general meaning of a passage. After knowing the general
meaning of the passage, keep the passage in mind and relax. Just as a candy
kept in the mouth will gradually release sweetness so also the passage will

gradually release fresh meanings which will soak into the mind. ]

As an Introduction to the passages compiled in the book
Divine Life Revered Swami Yatiswaranandaji has given Four
Laws of Spiritual Life, though not exactly in the form given in
this article. Swami Bhajanananda has given those four Laws
of Spiritual Life below as a tribute to his boundless gratitude,
reverence and love for his Gurudev.

I. The Law of the Power of Reality

Whatever we take to be real absorbs all our attention, our
whole mind and energy. Spiritual life will begin only when
the spiritual world becomes real to us. This means, we can give
our whole attention to spiritual life only when we undergo
some kind of spiritual awakening.

IL. The Law of Self-reference

Our understanding of Reality depends on our
understanding of ourselves. Children play with dolls and
toys but when they grow up, they throw away those things.



Four Laws of Spiritual Life

The German philosopher Fichte gave a feast to his friends
when his son uttered the word ‘I’ for the first time. For it
marked the crucial stage in the growth of awareness in the

boy.
III. The Law of Spiritual Growth

As we advance on the spiritual path we should take up
higher and higher forms of spiritual disciplines. You may
begin with prayer ; then take up worship and then meditation.

IV. The Law of Concentration

In meditation what is important is nor concentration of
mind, but giving a Godward turn to the mind. If the mind
is not purified, the mind may get concentrated on lower
thoughts. Such a wrongly concentrated mind may become
like a bombshell and may even destroy the Sadhaka.

The four Laws of Spiritual Life given above are taken
from Revered Yatiswaranandaji’s Introduction to the selected
passages in the book Divine Life.

% 3k K
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The Philosophy of Cosmic
Consciousness : insights from Vedas and
Upanisads
Dr. Atasi Mahapatra*

Abstract

[Cosmic consciousness in Indian philosophical thought refers to a
higher state of universal awareness associated with the Absolute, or
Brahman. It signifies the transcendence of individual limitations and
the realization of profound unity with the cosmos. In this state, the
individual self recognizes its essential identity with the Supreme Reality
and experiences liberation from suffering and the cycle of birth and death.
Although the Vedic tradition does not explicitly employ the modern term
‘cosmic consciousness’, its essential idea is deeply embedded in Vedic and
Upanisadic teachings. The Vedic conception developed from polytheistic
expressions toward recognition of the Supreme Reality underlying all
existence.]

Keywords— Cosmic consciousness, Individual consciousness, Ultimate
reality, Aadvaita Vedanta, Vedas, Upanisads

Introduction

Cosmic Consciousness is a state of awareness in which
an individual perceives the universe as an interconnected
whole and experiences a deep sense of unity with all life,
energy and existence. This concept appears across various
philosophical, spiritual, and metaphysical traditions. The
word ‘Cosmic Consciousness’ was used by Richard Maurice
Bucke in his book, entitled 4 study in the Evolution of the
Human Mind’in 1901. Here he says that Cosmic Conscience
states as a higher form of consciousness beyond ordinary

* Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Government General
Degree College, Gopiballavpur II, Beliabearh, Jhargram, Email:

atasimahapatra2011@gmail.com



The Philosophy of Cosmic Consciousness : insights from Vedas and Upanisads

consciousness or intellect, often associated with a profound
experience of unity with the universe, feelings of joy, peace
and eternal love, feelings of eternal life or immortality and
insight into the nature of reality and truth.! Although the
term ‘cosmic consciousness’ is modern, the essence of it is
central to many Indian philosophical thoughts. The idea
of cosmic consciousness is deeply rooted and it has been
explored for thousands of years through various spiritual
systems, particularly Vedic and Upanisadic teachings, later
elaborated in Vedanta, Yoga and Tantra traditions.

The Vedas and Upanisads do not use the modern
term ‘Cosmic consciousness’. The Vedas describe the
Universe as a Cosmic Consciousness is an exposition of
a single cosmic being.? A core realisation of Upanisadic
thoughts is that Brahman is the infinite, formless, eternal
reality, pure consciousness (Zaittiriya Upanisad 2.1.1,
Brhaddranyaka Upanisad 2.3.6, Aitareya Upanisad 3.3). The
basic characteristics of Cosmic consciousness as the ultimate
reality described as a Brahman, infinite and eternal being. It
is not only a philosophical concept, but it is a transforming
experience which leads to a profound understanding of reality
and one’s place within it. The early Vedas especially hymns
like the Rgveda, often describe the universe in symbolic
and poetic ways. One of the famous examples is the ‘Purusa
Stktam’, where creation is portrayed as emerging from a
primordial cosmic being (Purusa). It can look the idea of
a Cosmic Consciousness, but its more mythic—symbolic
than strictly philosophical. By the time of the Upanisads, the
thinking becomes more abstract and introspective. Here the

Y Cosmic Consciousness : A studly in the evolution of the Human mind, pp.

1-2
2 Purusa Suktam (Rgveda 10.90)
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concept of Brahman is developed as infinite (without limit),
Formless entity (nirikara), eternal (beyond time) and pure
consciousness (cit). So, the word ‘cosmic consciousness’ aligns
closely with Upanisadic thoughts. The Vedas (earlier layer)—
often express reality through cosmic personification and
ritual symbolism. But the Upanisads (later layer) reinterpret
that reality as non-dual, formless consciousness (Chandogya
Upanisad 6.2.1). In the later period, Advaita Vedantic Adi
Saﬁkaricérya strongly supports the idea that Brahman is pure
consciousness and the only reality.

The exact phrase ‘cosmic consciousness’ does not appear
in Vedic texts. When people use this phrase, they are usually
trying to describe that same all-pervading awareness.* In
Advaita Philosophy, this is expressed through the identity
of Atman (individual Self) with the Brahman (ultimate
reality). The Vedantic thought described Brahman is the
Ultimate, formless, infinite and universal consciousness, the
ground of all being [Brabma Sitra 1.1.2]. It is called the
svaripa laksana that defines in its true essence.5 Atman is the
individual self or soul. Realisation of identity of Brahman
and Atman is the awakening into cosmic consciousness—the
understanding that one’s true self is not separate from the
universal self. This realisation is known as liberation or
Moksha, ending the cycle of birth and death (samsara cakra).
Liberation signifying to be set free from the limitations of
sense, and of self-consciousness, and to have glimpsed the
larger area of consciousness that takes in the very cosmos.°
This expression is accompanied by a profound sense of inner

A Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, p. 252
Cosmic Consciousness, p. 70

Brabma Sitra, pp. 22-23

Cosmic Consciousness, pp. 5-6
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luminosity, whose expression may appear as spiritual insight
or intellectual clarity.

Concept of cosmic consciousness in Rgveda :

The Rgveda, the oldest of the four Vedas, contains the
earliest expressions of the notion of cosmic consciousness,
though not in modern terminology. Instead, it presents this
idea through rich symbolism, hymns to cosmic forces (devas),
and metaphysical reflections on creation, unity, and the
nature of reality. The Rgveda express cosmic consciousness
through a poetic and symbolic language, it emphasizing
cosmos related things, like unity of existence.” It refers to the
understanding of the universal intelligence that pervades all
existence. Vedic mantras said to align the mind with subtle
cosmic vibrations sound is a considered the primal creative
force. The sacred syllable OM (AUM) is understood in
the Upanisadic tradition as the fundamental expression of
the universe. The Mandukya Upanisad describes “OM is
all this—past, present and future,® establishing OM as the
totality of existence. OM express the notion of Omniscient,
Omnipotent and Omnipresent power.® Chandogya Upanisad
also states that OM is ‘udgitha’ the essence of all sound and
creation. OM represents the underlying vibration and totality
of existence, which described as the ‘sound of the universe’.
OM is the essence underlying all speech and reality. It is
the fundamental vibration behind all manifestation. The
Vedas considered to be eternal vibrations of the cosmos, not
authored by human. These mantras are seen as the encoded
expression of cosmic intelligence. The Vedas describe the
process of realising that the true self is not the body, or mind,

7 Vedic Mythology, pp. 11-12
8 The Principal Upanishads, p. 695
9 Mandukya Upanisad 1-2, Chandogya Upanisad 1.1.1—1.1.9
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but it is pure consciousness—timeless and infinite."” But the
Rgveda contains early poetic hints of metaphysical reflection,
while the clear doctrine of the Self as pure consciousness,
ultimate reality is articulated in the Upanisads.

The cosmic word ‘Rta’ described in the Vedas is both
external (laws of nature) and internal (laws of consciousness).
It is the principle of natural and moral order governing
the cosmos." The Vedas contain rituals, meditation practices
(dhyana) and philosophical inquiry (/Z@na)—all of which aim
to move consciousness beyond the ego and into union with the
infinite. The Vedas guide the seeker from other rituals to inner
realisation. Rza as a cosmic order and divine intelligence,
emergence of consciousness from the unmanifest, self-
awareness of the universe etc [Rgveda 10.190.1—3]. Varuna is
invoked as knower of human actions upholding R#z in moral
conduct—indicating an inner ethical dimension (Rgveda
1.25.1—S5). Found throughout the Rgveda, Rta represents
not just moral order, but the intrinsic intelligence that governs
the universe. Radhakrishnan describes Rza as a father of all
things.”® It is universal consciousness expressing itself as a
natural law. Human beings, through awareness and rituals,
are called to align with this order—thus participating in the
unfolding of cosmic intelligence. It is a universal principal that
manifests as truth in thought and harmony in the cosmos.

The Nasadiya Sakta (Rgveda 10.129) explores the origin
of the universe and the mystery of consciousness. Before
creation, there was only pure potential, described as “That
One’ (7ad ckam)-a being or consciousness that existed
without a second.’® Creation arose not from matter, but from

10 Rgveda 1.164.46,10.90, 10.121, 10.125
" Indian Philosophy (Vol. 1), pp. 78-79

2 Indian Philosophy (Vol. 1), p. 79

3 The Philosophy of Upanishads, p. 182
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a self-aware, non-dual consciousness that ‘breathed’ without
air- symbolizing autonomous awareness. In Hiranyagarbha
Stukta (Rgveda 10.121), “The golden Embryo”—celebrates
the cosmic source of all beings. “Hiranyagarbha arose in the
beginning... who is the god whom we should worship with
the oblation ? He who by His greatness became he one king
of the world that breathes and sees”.'* Hiranyagarbha is the
universal womb or seed, containing all consciousness. The
entire cosmos is portrayed the body of a single conscious
being. It indicates the primordial consciousness as the source
of all creation which is manifest and unmanifest. This
mantra says that consciousness is the origin and controller
of all cosmic entity. Indra, Agni, Soma and other deities are
symbolic archetypes of consciousness. Indra (king of Gods)
symbolizes the illuminating power of awareness that destroys
ignorance. Agni (fire) is stand for inner fire and consciousness.
These gods were nothing but names of a higher power
which was at first without any name at all, called simply
Tad Ekam, that one, and afterwords addressed by such dark
names as Brahman and Atman."> These deities are not mere
gods, but expression of forces within universal and human
consciousness. They also reflect the Vedic understanding
that the external cosmos mirrors the inner self. The recurring
theme of “That One’ (7ad Ekam) in Rgveda points towards a
non-dual, all-pervading consciousness. Despite the apparent
multiplicity of gods, the underlying essence is one, pointing
to a universal conscious substratum.®

The Purusa Sakta (Rgveda 10.90) presents a deeply
symbolic vision of the universe as a single conscious being—

4 4 History of Indian Philosophy, p.19
15 The Six System of Indian Philosophy, p. 50
1 Indian Philosophy (Vol. 1), p. 100
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Purusa, the cosmic person or supreme consciousness. This
hymn describes the cosmic being (Purusa) whose body
becomes the entire universe. It portrays creation as a sacrificial
act, in which the purusa himself, and from his being all aspects
of reality—physical, cosmic and social-emerge. Rgveda, 10.90
had been the first principle, becomes here a power dependent
on the Atman ; and similarity only the organs of man’s soul
are ascribed to the purusa, but the soul itself to the Atman."”
Purusa transcends and includes all beings. He pervades
all of existence and yet is beyond it. Creation arises from a
divine self-oftering. Consciousness sacrifices itself into from—
becoming matter, time, beings and cosmic elements, while still
remaining itself. From the limbs of the purusa arise : the moon
from his mind, the sun from his eyes. Indra and Agni from
his mouth. The four varnas (castes) from body. All aspect of
the cosmos—natural, divine, and social—are expressions of a
unified field of consciousness. Though the universe appears
diverse, all emerges from one being. The social, cosmic, and
metaphysical are united in a single vision of divine wholeness.
The hymns invite the seeker to look beyond forms and roles,
and recognize the eternal Self as the source, substance, and
goal of all existence. The mantras of Rgveda and hymns are
not just a cosmogonic myth. It is a philosophical revelation
of oneness—a declaration that all things are manifestations of
the one divine consciousness. The Rgveda, while poetic and
ritualistic on the surface, encodes deep metaphysical insights
about the origin and nature of consciousness. It perceives the
cosmos not as inert matter, but as the living, self-aware body
of a single, infinite consciousness—the very essence of what
we today call cosmic consciousness.

Concept of cosmic consciousness in Upanisads

17" The Philosophy of Upanishads, p. 188
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In Upanisads, cosmic consciousness is a profound and
central theme that reflects the essence of Advaita Vedanta
(non-dual Philosophy). The core concept of all these
Upanisads is Atman and Brahman are identical and same.
Brahman as the cosmical principal of the universe, and
the Atman as the psychical, the fundamental thought of
the entire Upanisad philosophy may be expressed by the
simple equation: Brahman = Atman.!® It is stated by the
great saying “Tat Tvam Asi’— “That art thou’, [Chandogya
Upanisad 6.8.7], Abam Brabmasmi’— ‘1 am Brahman’
[Brbadaranyaka Upanisad 1.4.10] etc. The Upanisads
are not just metaphysical texts; they point toward an
experiential realisation. Cosmic consciousness is direct,
intuitive, transformative experiences through meditation,
self-inquiry, and detachment. Realising this non-dual reality
(Advaita) leads to liberation (Moksa), where one sees no
separation between self and cosmos. The experience of cosmic
consciousness is not a just philosophy, but this is a lived
mystical realisation of sages. The sages describe experience of
becoming one with all-where limitations dissolve, and only
pure being-consciousness-bliss (sat-cit-ananda) remains. This
state is often described as beyond words, beyond thought,
and beyond duality. Therefore, cosmic consciousness in the
Upanisads is the profound awareness that the Self is not
separate from the Universe. It is the realisation of the identity
between Atman and Brahman, the dissolution of ego, and the
awakening into a state of universal unity.

The Miandukya Upanisad is focuses on entirely on the
nature of consciousness and provides a powerful philosophical
framework for understanding cosmic consciousness. The
entire universe is an expression of consciousness, and true

8 The Philosophy of Upanishads, p. 39

&R



Dr. Atasi Mahapatra

realisation lies in understanding the self (Atman) as non-
different from Brahman, the ultimate cosmic reality. The
Upanisad explains cosmic consciousness through the four
states (avasthas) of the self (Mdandukya Upanisad 8-12). The
first state is Jagrata (Walking). It is an outward awareness
through senses. In this state the self is identified with the
physical body. The second state is Svapna (Dreaming). It is
a state of inner knowledge through psyche impressions. The
self perceives a dream world. The third one is Susupti (Deep
Sleep). In this state of the self has no desire, no dreams.

It is pure potential without conscious experience. The
fourth stage is Turiya. It is pure consciousness. It is beyond
body, mind, and world also infinite, silent and blissful state
of the self. The Upanisads also links these four states to the
syllable AUM (OM). Omkdra with its parts A-U-M, the
waking, dreaming and sleeping states, is its symbol. This Self
manifest itself in these three states and yet in its own nature,
it transcends them all.”® Silence after AUM— Turiya which
means cosmic consciousness. In Mundaka Upanisad (2.2.4),
the metaphor describing OM as the bow, the Self as the arrow,
and Brahman as the target. This text state that the individual
self is directed toward Brahman and ultimately becomes one
with it.? This imagery emphasizes OM as a means of spiritual
realisation rather then merely a symbolic sound. Turiya is not
a state, but the background of all state—the eternal witness,
pure awareness. It is non-dual, beyond language, thought and
sense. Not experienced like waking or dreaming, but realised
as one’s true self. In this realisation, individual consciousness
merges with cosmic consciousness. It represented by Turiya,
the silent, infinite reality underlying all experience. This

" A4 Critical Survey of Indian Philosophy, P. 23
20 The Principal Upanishads, p. 683
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understanding is liberation or the goal of spiritual life.

In the Brhadaranyaka Upanisad, cosmic consciousness is
a state of awareness that transcends individuality and merges
with the universal or absolute reality. “dbam Brabmdésmi™—
I am Brahman [Brbadaranyaka Upanisad 1.4.10] This
mahavikya (great saying) is one of the most direct expressions
of cosmic consciousness. It reflects the feelings of the identity
between the individual soul and the ultimate reality. The
Self is immanent as well as transcendent—existing within
the individual and yet encompassing the whole universe.
The idea that everything in the cosmos is an expression of
the one Self. It is a foundation for the concept of cosmic
consciousness. In describing the Self or Brahman as “It is
not this, not this” (“Net7 Netz”). This approach of negating
all empirical attributes aim to point toward a transcendent
consciousness—a state beyond individual thoughts and
experiences.> When one realises the Self, one realises the
source of all love, knowledge, and existence—again pointing
towards a consciousness that encompasses all. So cosmic
consciousness is reflected in this Upanisad as the realisation
that Atman and Brahman are same. It involves a shift in
awareness from identification with the body and mind to
identification with the universal self. This consciousness is
non-dual, transpersonal and universal, described through
negation and direct realisation.

In the Chindogya Upanisad, concept of cosmic
consciousness is not a mere abstract philosophical idea-
it is a lived, experiential insight into the nature of reality
and the unity of existence. The teacher Uddailaka Aruni tells
his son Svetaketu that his inner self (Atman) is the same as
the cosmic self (Brahman). “Tat tvam Asi”—“You are that,

2L The Philosophy of Upanishads, pp. 149-150
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Svetaketu”.22 This is most of direct expression of cosmic
consciousness—that the individual self is not separate from
universal reality. This Upanisad also describes Brahman as the
essence of all things.

The multiplicity of the world is just name and forms
(nama-rapa), but the essence is One. This teaches that
consciousness is the substratum of everything, and a realising
this leads to cosmic awareness. In Chindogya Upanisad
(6.13.1—3), Uddailaka also explains the nature of the Self
using the metaphor of salt dissolved in water, which cannot
be seen but pervades everything. You cannot see the salt, yet
it is there, just so, my son, is the Self-pervading everything
though not seen.? This is another powerful pointer to
cosmic consciousness. The infinite, formless Self is present
in all beings and things. The dialogue between Narada and
Sanat kumara outlines a progression through various levels
of understanding—from name, speech, mind, will, all the
way to Bliss (Ananda). At the highest level, one realizes
infinite consciousness, or Bhama—which is not limited, not
dual, and is beyond suffering. This describes a state of pure,
undivided awareness—the essence of cosmic consciousness
(Chandogya Upanisad, ch. 7, sections 7.1—7.26). Therefore,
cosmic consciousness is the realisation is that the Self (Atman)
is identified with the universal reality (Brahman). It is a
non-dual awareness that transcends individual identity
which accessed through meditation, self-inquiry and inner
knowledge.

The Aitareya Upanisad explores themes of creation,
consciousness and the nature of the self (Atman). Though
it does not use the modern term cosmic consciousness, the

2 Outlines of Indian Philosophy, p. 59
23 The Principal Upanishads, p. 463
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concept is clearly present in its portrayal of the Supreme
Consciousness (Prajiidana) as the source and essence of
the universe. The Aitareya Upanisad chapter 3, Verse 3
(3.1.3) declares “Prajiianam Brabma”—consciousness is
Brahman. It asserts that pure consciousness (Prajiiana) is
not just a property of the mind, but the very essence of
the Absolute Reality (Brahman). In the first chapter, The
Aitareya Upanisad describes the creation of the world not as a
mechanical act, as a manifestation of consciousness. The Self
(Atman) willed creation. From this will arose the elements,
the senses, and beings. The self-entered into the beings and
identified itself as the conscious principle within them. This
is the cosmic self, manifesting as individual consciousness. It
implies that all life and form in the cosmos is an expression
of one universal consciousness—the Atman, which is non-
different Brahman. This Upanisad emphasizes that man is
the highest creation because only in man does become fully
conscious of itself. It makes a profound philosophical point
about Self. The Self is realized through the human intellect—
the seat of Prajiiana. Thus, the human being is a microcosm
of the universe, capable of realizing the macrocosmic Self
within. The Self is both the creator of the cosmos and the
inner witness (Antaryamin) within each being. This leads to
the Upanisadic conclusion that the individual Self and the
universal Self are one- a central idea in Advaita Vedanta.

The Taittiriya Upanisad, belonging to the Krsna
Yajurveda, presents a rich and layered view of cosmic
consciousness, though again, not using that modern term
directly. Instead, it speaks in term of Brahman (the Absolute),
Atman (the Self) and Ananda (Bliss)—culminating in a vision
of reality where consciousness permeates and transcends all
existence. This Upanisads describes Brahman as the source
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of Everything (Consciousness as creative principle). In
Brabmananda Valli (chapter 2), the Upanisad states, “From
Brahman, which is the Self, came space, from space came air,
from air fire, from fire water, from water earth...” (Tasttiriya
Upanisad 2.1.1). This echoes the idea that the entire universe
emerged from one conscious reality, which is Brahman.
Brahman is not inert; it wills, creates, and supports the
cosmos—an expression of cosmic consciousness. This text
presents five successive levels—Anna-maya Atman (the food
self), Prana-maya Atman (the vital self), Mano-maya Atman
(the mental self), Vijiana-maya Atman (the intellect self)
and Ananda-maya Atman (the bliss self). This is a teaching
method, at each stage, a provisional self is identified and then
surpassed by pointing to a deeper, more inward reality. Using
the method of superimposition and negation (Adhydiropa-
Apavida), this text implies temporarily identifies each layer
as ‘self’ to meet the seeker where they are, but this self is still
limited. It moves inward step to step. So, the usage of Atman,
in the Upanisad is provisional and pedagogical, not a final
claim. It is to guide the seeker from identifying with the gross
to the subtle, and ultimately beyond all of them to the true,
non-dual Atman.

The five ‘Atman’ levels describe in the Upanisad are
re-interpreted as five coverings of the true Self, not the Self
itself. By the Adi Shankaracharya and later Vedanta became
clearer pedagogically to say, these are not multiple selves. They
are layers covering the one self. It is to be pointed out that the
text Taittirfya Upanisad itself** does not use the word Kosz’
(sheath), instead, it presents a progressive teaching using the
term ‘Atman’ at each level. The term Kosz’ (meaning sheath,
covering or layer) is a later interpretive framework, popularized

24 Brabhmananda Valli section, chapter 2
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in Vedanta teaching traditions, especially by commentators
like Adi Shankaracharya and subsequent teachers. In Taittiriya
Upanisad (commentary of Shankaracharya) the five Kosas
(sheaths) represents layers of our existence, from gross to
subtle, culminating in pure consciousness.”® These are
Annamaya Kosa—Physical body (food sheath), Pranamaya
Kosa—Vital breath (energy sheath), Manomaya Kosa—Mind
(mental sheath), Vijianamaya Kosa—Intellect (wisdom
sheath) Anandamaya Kosa—Bliss (bliss sheath). Each sheath
is subtle and closer to the real Self (Atman). The deepest
sheath, A_nozndozmayoz, is not just joy—it is the experience
of the Self as cosmic consciousness, which is unchanging,
infinite, and self-luminous. It reframes these five as coverings
of the true Self, making it clearer that none of them is ultimate
Atman. So, the Upanisad speaks in terms of successive selves
for instruction, while later tradition reframes them as sheaths
to be transcended. The Upanisad suggests that true reality
is not the body or mind, but the blissful, conscious Self
beyond all of them. This Upanisad also represents Bliss as
the nature of cosmic consciousness.?® The Upanisad ties
cosmic consciousness not just with awareness, but with
supreme joy—the source of all happiness in the universe.
This understanding leads to the teaching—“Satyam Jidanam
Anantam Brahma”—Brahman is truth, knowledge, and
infinite” [2.1.1]. This infinite consciousness is our ultimate
reality, where the individual self and the cosmic self are not
separate but one.

Conclusion
Various traditions of ancient Indian Philosophy interpret
cosmic consciousness as an interconnected and higher state

%5 Outlines of Indian Philosophy, p. 67
26 Indian Philosophy (Vol. 1), p. 165
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of awareness. The philosophy of Vedas and Upanisads offers
profound insights into the concept of cosmic consciousness
or universal consciousness. It is deeply rooted in Indian
spiritual, mystical and philosophical traditions; it delves
into the interconnectedness of all existence. By delving into
these ancient texts, we uncover the richness of thought that
continues to influence modern metaphysical and spiritual
discourse. These texts are not only religious documents
but also sources of profound philosophical thoughts.
The Upanisads, the philosophical reflections of the Vedas,
emphasize the concept of cosmic consciousness which is
equated with Brahman is the ultimate, all-pervading reality.
This idea is central to their spiritual and metaphysical
teachings. The idea of cosmic consciousness in the Upanisads
is not only metaphysical concept, but a transformative
realisation. It declared that the cosmic consciousness or
universal consciousness is not separate, but is the very core
of our being. By recognizing and aligning with this, one
transcends the limitations of the ego and experiences ultimate
freedom. Cosmic consciousness in the Vedas and Upanisads
is not just a theory; it is the goal of human life to remember
our true nature as one with the infinite and to live in harmony
with that truth.
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Delinquent Human Behavior In
Astrology—A Review

Dr. P. Radhakrishnan*
Abstract

[From the very inception, the term Dharma has been employed as
comprehensive concept of Law supported by Vedas, Apastamba—
Dharmasutras, Nitisastra, Nyayasastra and Samhiti(s) which illustrate
quintessence of societal etiquette besides grotesque acts during average
life-expectancy. By 2024, the mandatory agencies vividly recorded an
average of 445.9 criminal offences per lakh among the mass populace that
adversely affects the Indian civil life. Out of which offensive delinquencies
of humankind correlates with Astrological validations that summons
contingent review in the concurrent digital world. Widespread effects
of misdemeanors and victimization within the society leads to stressful
agitations, consternation, skepticism and moral decadence which are ever
perceived by the behavioral sciences. For primary detection of relative
transgression and nefarious perceptions of ostensible human character,
Astrological Analysis becomes a vital resource which approximately
condenses the extreme limit of domestic violence. The life experiences
expressively influence youngsters to commit crimes wherein factors
like impoverishment, genealogy, social pressure and lack of prospects
are vividly correlated with personal behavior. As part of concurrent
astrological renaissance, this inter-disciplinary research explores the
atrocious human tendencies and its verisimilitude of inborn malfeasance
to forefend the precipitous acts.]
Keywords— Apastamba-Dharmasiitras, Nitiastra, Nyaya$astra, Samhita
Introduction

The aboriginal legal manuscripts of the state provide
valuable insight upon transparent administration,
economic litigation, deemed decree and castigations
against criminal felonies. The nomenclature of criminology
(aparddhavijiana) is the derivative from two Latin words
of ‘crimen’ (crime) and ‘logus’ (science) comprising self-
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possessed study or science of delinquency. Fundamental
Astrology deeply comprehends with the root cause of
cynic demeanors of individuals and appropriate measures
for proactive prevention to ensure social protection.
The Magnum Opus Cdnakyaniti delves with practical
sagacity, kinship diplomacy, conflict of interest and moral
rapprochement whereas Astrology underscores human
insights to understand personality, sensational life and
emotional patterns to achieve successful life. It is the optimal
tool to investigate the features of personality traits connected
to fallacious features of recidivism and delinquent ideation
that leads to deserted family life. The Dandayoga of Jyotisa
signifies karmicimplications and potential challenges of moral
execution, punishment and forgiveness. Conducting temporal
Prasna pertaining to the dethroned, exiled, absconds, death
penalty, persecution, illegitimate execution of court verdicts
and deliverance support the multitude to find future course
of action. Considering the extracts of the Prasnasistra, people
use astrology as an equidistant and probable tool for decision
making and to scrutinize the possibilities of penal correction.

Objective

Astrologically, influence of inspirational benefic or
flagrant malefic planets posited in angular houses such as
1t 4th gth 7t 9th 5nd 10% denote indictable tendencies.
Eventually, identifying the pernicious effects of the malefic
is the best method of alleviation (#pdyas) in terms of
personal credence. This endeavor validates the astrological
dogma and critical initiation to identify the deplorable
acts paving to espouse practical circumspection, proactive
problem-solving methodologies, preventive maintenance
and self-improvement. Casting a horoscope and critical
analysis shall corroborate the life path of mass populace
circumventing a plethora of delinquency challenges emerged
from the adolescent stage itself.
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Aberrant signs
Astrological studies conducted by behavioral investigators
had ascertained the impacts of atypical signs that attract

incarceration. The amiable circumstances force them to
commit sabotage which emboldens their immoral inclination

that instigates vehement initiatives subject to other rules
of Jyotisa. Native born in Vysabbarisi are capricious
and unpredictable with their latent predisposition. As
they commit corruption diligently, efforts for detention
become challenging in terms of evidence. Budha being the
lord of Mithunarisi, these personalities are not directly
participate in fraudulent acts but serve as authoritative
originator among the conspirators. People born with
Karkidaka-Lagna become culprits of overseas assaults
and anti-social illegalities for subsistence. They act as
deceptive informants setting functional aceomplishment
of hallucinogenic targets demanding ransom. Ascendant
Thula possess deliberate propensity coupled with illegitimate
chronicles of delinquency tracking conventional approach to
obliterate the violence. Vystzka born natives handle enigmatic
network and accomplish revenge in untraceable manner. The
people belongs to Dbanur-Lagna is mostly sanguine and act as
introvert amidst expropriate group. Occasionally, they follow
open-handed misdemeanors linked to high-risk-zone which
ends at solitary confinement. The Makdra-Lagna natives
are dedicated to systematic offences with vaulting ambition.
Their spontaneous approach nourishes apprehensive feats
amongst white collar offense accompanied by hooligans.
Fatal Yogas in Jyotisa

The planetary disposition symbolizing the features of
delinquents has depicted in dictums of Jyotzsa. The demonical
combination of Rahu and Céindra impelling the 9% house

forms Sakti-yoga which determines fatal morale and linear
extermination. According to Learned(s), baleful combination
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of Kujia and Ketu attracts pandemic virulent pathogens.
Main period of Kuji and Sub-period of Ketu and their
disposition close to 27 and 6™ or 8™ and 12 house bestows
prolicidal predilection. Sacrilegious planetary permutations
called Mahapataka, Brabmabatya, Maty-Pityghataka-yogas
designated in Manasagarai text play in an integral role which
subsists as the most malignant. The horoscope wherein Rahu
conjoins with Candra with due aspect from malefic Bybaspati
or Bhrgu personifies infraction against masters and women.
Planet Bhrgu becomes the most iniquitous, lacking individual
dominance that insinuates great depravity beyond the level of
human dissuasion.
Réhuna sahitascandrab sapapo guruviksitah.
Mabdpatakayogo’yam yadi sukrah samo bhavet.
[(Manasigari 13.82]
If Sirya conjoins with Kija and Brhaspati adjoined to
Sani, such natives become executioner of Brabmins at the age
of 28. This yoga is associated with debaucheries committed
in pre-birth, attracts carnal proclivities towards adolescents or
Brabmins, yields fruits of the most diabolic sin.
Ravind sahito bhaumah sanirva jivasamyutab.
Astavimsativarse ca brabmaghati na samsayab.
[(Manasagari 13.92]
The Sirya, Sani and Kija got affixed with either Rabu

or Stkhi along with debilitated planets, those natives become
matricide. According to Astrological decorum, matricide is
the deliberate atrocity which does not admit of any possible

human restitution.
Arkab sauristhathabbaumo
svarbbanub ketusamyutah.

Nicasamyutadystih syat sajaro matyghatab.
[Manasdgari 13.96]
Constant horoscopic analysis persists as obligatory to
identify the consequence of such yogas at an early childhood,
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to avoid future repercussions. With an intrinsic worth,
astrology validates experiential life situations to check the
unspecified eventualities to resolve the tribulations.

Malefic planets
According to Kysniyam, the following planets viz.,
Sani, Sitrya, and Kija and feeble Cindra occupied in
natal chart and their atypical strength indicate unlawful
offence. Conjunction with these planets, malefic aspect,
debilitated state devoid of vargabala and faintness of benefic
planets shall elevate the crucial effects in horoscope. Benefic
planets fractioned in 6™, 81 and 12 house produce massive
derogatory effects in a horoscope.
Hrasvah prthumadhbunetro raktasyamab kyso'lpakesasca
Pittatmako’sthisarab Siiro mirkhbo ravirjsieyah
Capalo balakara : pittaprakyti : samajjasarasca
Vadbakarastryasrovanijo jhasodaro raktagairasca
Vataprakytissaurab pimgaksasthiladasananavakbaroga
Krsno dirghab pisuno nirméamsab snayusarasca
Krira ravikujasanrih saumya gurvasurapijyasasitanayabh
Ksinah sasi ca papo budho’nuvarttiti bhasante
[Krsniyam 1.23, 25, 29, 32]
The iniquitous planets in horoscope allude to elevated
tendency of scandalous atavism, barbarous hostility,
confiscation, negative vandalism, dark-net addiction,
antisocial oddity and psychopathic deviance. The text

Uttarakalamruta elucidates the continual features of
Kuja connected with squabbled depredation, subjugated
ineptitude, atrocious antagonism, morbid curiosity,
malfeasant attitude, irrational absurdity, fugitive recreants of
pyromania and physical excoriation tendencies.

Sauryam bbirbalasastradbarapajanidbisatvaviryaksaya-

scoro yuddhavirodbasatrava udararaktavastupriyab.

Aramadhbipatitvatiiryaravanam priti catuspannypa

Miirkbab kopavidesayanadbrtayo dbatragnivagvadatah.”

[Uttarakalamytam 5.30]
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Saint Mantresvara of Phaladeepika reiterates the features

somewhat matching with the former significance.
Sattvam bhiphalitam sabodaragunam krauryam ranam sabasam
Vidvesam ca mahanasignikanakajiiatyastracoranripin.
Utsabam parakaminivatimasatyoktim mahijidvade-
dviryam cittasamunnatim ca kalusam senadbipatyam ksatam.

[Phaladipika 2.3]

Apart from Kuji and Sani adjoined with the supportive
inclination pinpoints the idiosyncrasies of unrighteous acts,
personality disorder, armed confrontation, pilferage of divine

money, intentional reprisal, unconventional sorcery and social
nemesis.

Ferocious stars
Most probably, congenital disorder with aggressive

Naksatra such as Parva-phalguni, Prarvasidba, Pharva-
Bhadrapada, Bharani, and Mdighi symbolizes incendiary
quirks, duplicitous burglary, extermination, inebriation,
insobriety and civic vandalism. The natives born with spiteful
permutations in malevolent stars covering Miila, Jyestha,
Ardra and Aslesa signify tendencies such as social hostility,
necromancy, violence and pernicious belligerent acts.
Ugrasamjhiakanaksatras—
Purvatrayam yamyama g/oe
ugram kriram kujastathi
Darunasamjriakanaksatras—
Milendrardrabibbam
sauristiksnam darunasamjiiakam
[Mubuartacintamani 2.4-8]
The qualitative anomaly detection through Astro-analysis
using birth-chart is the process of identifying unforeseen
causes and effects that warrants practical application of
remedies to abrogate birth related detrimental effects.

Planetary combinations
According to Prashnamarga, the following planetary
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transposition symbolizes dementia encompassing outrageous

ac}tls lalnd allied embarrassments leads to vile desecration as a
whole :-

(1) Brhaspati posited in Lagna while Sans sighted in 7
bhava, (2) Sani occupied in Lagna and Kuja destined either
in 7% of 5™ or 9 bhava, (3) independent Sani posited in
any of the bhavas such as 5™, 7% or 9% (4) Lagna employed
with combusted Candra and Budba, (5) Combination of
combusted Ciandra and Sani employed in 12 house, (6)
infirm Candra coupled with a malefic planet situated either
7t 5t or 9% bhavas, (7) Gulika clasped with a malefic and
positioned in 7™ house and (8) Budha coupled with a malefic

who solitary destined at 3rd 6, 8t or 12 house.
Lagnasthe dhisane divakarasuto bhaumo’thava dyinago
Mande lagnapate madatmajatapabh samstho mahinandanab.
Miirtan midbasasindujau krsasasi mandasca ribphasthitau
Pipopetakysamytamsurudayiayub svantadbharmopagah.
Aste papayuto mandirvittrisasthistamantyagab.
Unmddaddayino yogah evamastan samiritahp.
[Prasnamdrga 12.31-32]
Sarpayoga is formed if all the malefic(s) sighted devoid of
benefic aspects at their kendras which stimulates the native to
holds sarcastic vengeance turned towards self and others.
Kendragairasubbaissarppastatra dino’dbanab kbalab.
Paradukbabpriyo’lpayub pitrba babubbdsanab.
[Bribajjataka Padbathi 6.50]
The combination of S#rya and Kuja attached with the
Ascendant determine civil right infringement, obstinate
racketeering and physical betrayal.
Ravirbbaumayorvilagne pittaprakytirmabibave siurab.
Krodbi viksatagatrah krirasca sathab kathorab syat.
[Sravali 31.6, pp.228]
The textual narrations of Jatakatattwa explicitly indicates
sporadic psychosomatic disorders of the humankind leading
to grave offences viz., eccentric sexual desire with mother,
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sisters, eunuchs, menstruated, conceived, sexagenarians and

quadrupeds.
Sukbe papab papadyste matygamanam. (30)
Sukbape papadystayute subbadrgdhine
ddresato’nigese’lpabale matysamandgami. (31)
Dairese sukbe sapape va papadyste
krirasastyamse bhaginigamanam. (32)
Sukhbe mande papadyste bhaginigamanam. (33)
Dare sirye vandhydsangah. (34)
Dyiine bhaume vandhyarajabsvalalangab. (35)
Made bbrgau ribau va garbbinisangah. (38)
Dharmese nicage tadamsagasukraynte gurutalpagah. (43)
Dharme candre vayodhikastrigamanam. (44)
Made’rke sukbe bhaume pasugami. (57)
Kendratraye papayute pasuvanmaithunasilab. (60)

[Jatakatattva 7.30-60]
Malefic yoga(s) such as Sila, Ganda and Vydghata
referred in Astrology denotes the coercive warfare activities
and acute attentiveness in extermination of opponents.
Siile kopavasianugah kalabakrtgande duraciravan.
ataka Parijatah 9.99)
The natives having Guru-candila-yoga shall be cautious
about the life-long imprisonment or death penalty depends
upon the planetary transmutation. The transition of Rahu
and Brbaspati gets adjoined with 6™ house, the native shall
be indulged with anti-social coercion or sectarian violence.
As regards 8™ house attached with debilitated Budhba
signifies copyright infringements and freebooting ends with
communal and political debacle.

Discrete planetary mutations

The following combination exhibits a number of probable
indications concomitant to characteristic belligerence and
impulsive deviant behavior :

The Céandra occupied with Lagna holding aspect from

Sani or Kuja and the lord of 5t house posited in malefic
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sastyansha denotes attitude of a craven absconder and
cognitive impairment.

Lagnakone candrarkkau casicaladhbi.

Kendye jive caricaladbi.

Saumye’rthe’bale papadyste calacittah.

Lagne candre mandaradyste hinadbi.
[Jatakatattva 5.10-11, 16-17]
Debilitated Brhaspati or the S#rya posited in quadrants

conjoined with a malefic located in unfavorable sign or
Navamsa denote defalcation of sovereign wealth.

The permutation of a malefic planet located in quartile
without holding benefic aspect while Gurup sighted in the 8™
house triggers political assaults.

Brbaspati posited in Ascendant while Kuja destined
in 7% house or in mutual transition, signify an injudicious
personality who elope from kinsfolk due to legal transgression.

Sani, the significant planet bestowing desolate grief
employed with the ascendant conjoined with K#ja in 5th 7th
or 9™ house symbolizes dissension with the sentinels.

If the lord of 3'4 bhava becomes enervated and occupied
in 6™ house having sighted by a malefic planet, the native
becomes a swindling intoxicated indulged with black
marketing.

If the lord of the 2" house conjoins with Sani and
Stirya, such personalities become a miscreant of fake coinage
warranting lengthy confinement.

As the Sirya and Candra posited in trine-signs from the
Lagna while weak Brhaspati is located in quartile signs with
due aspects from Kuja or Sani signifies financial bankruptcy.

The 4™ house with two or more malefic(s) determines
one’s psychosomatic and metaphysical aspect denotes sacrilege
and temple larceny.

If the Lagna become weak and afflicted by Sirya or Kuja
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reveals vengeful tendencies that adversely affect the parents
and adherents. Vargottama-Navamsa of Kuja in debilitated

Rdisi(s) augments the illegitimate acts overlooking the rules of
governing sovereignty.

The Gulika posited in 1% house denotes vindictiveness,
larceny, ruthlessness, mayhems, envenomation, pusillanimity
and vehement antagonism. If posited in 274 house determine
argumentative proneness leading to racketing and perjury.

Corab kriiro vinayarahito vedasastrarthabino
Ntisthitlo nayanavikyto natidbirndrtiputrab.
Nalpihdri sukbavirahito lampatonatijivi
Siiro na syddapi jadamatib kopanomandilagne.
Na catuvikyam kalabdyamdéno
Na vittadbdnyam paradesavisi.
Na van na siksmarthavivadavikyo
Dinesapauntre dbanarisisamsthe.
[Phaladipika 25.8-9]

Transition of Candra to susceptible signs may indicate
active fortitude whereas its short-comings affirm imaginary
obscurity and intuitive vacillation resulted in moral turpitude.

Sarvesu lagnesvapi satsu candralagnam pradhinam
kbalu gocaresu. Tasmdttadrksidapi vartamana-
grabendracaraih kathayetphalani.” [ Phaladipika 26.1]

The Lord of 4™ house aspected or conjoined by a
malefic and becomes 6™ house from Lagna detects maternal
antagonism. When the 5t house posited in sinuous signs
sighted by Rabu and Kuja describes bitter resentment with

own-father.
Sukbape papadrugynte matrvairam.

Turyape lagnapatab saste va
turyese sasthe matyvairam.
Sutese trike lagnesadyste pitydiisakab.
Putrese trike rabvdradyste pitrdiisakab.
[Jatakatattva 6.4-5,7-8]
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The spectacular combination of lord of 5t and 8™ house
coupled with Bhrgu with due aspect from Rahu being the
ruler of 3" house integrate nurturing expression of limerence
that further converted into aggressive mania in case of denial.

Veda(s), Purana(s), Itibisa(s) and Dbarmasastra(s)
exemplify the planetary afflictions and fatal retributions
which are not a legalistic concept as defined under sovereignty
and human rights. Those magnum opuses commemorate the
absolute consequence of moral dereliction (Dharmachyuti)
that continually follows under the mechanism of karma across
generations. The following analects of Ramayana had well
accredited with unflinching optimism, determined tenacity

and indomitable fortitude, would lead to success even from
the face of daunting adversities of delinquency.

Anirvedam ca déaksyam ca manasascaparijayah.
Karyasiddbikaranyabustasmadetad bravimyabham.
[Ramayana 4.49.6]
Symbols and Organs
Astrology identifies the anatomy conforming to zodiacal
signs associated with organs of Kdlapiarusa, the time
personified. This substantiation is highly supportive to
identify the frenzied actions of individuals attributed to
forensic astrology. It play a pivotal role in Astro-criminology
that detects personal identity, biometric thumb-impression
(Nddi-jyotisa), foot-prints (Solestry), iris-pigmentation
(Drsti-bheda) and identifications marks (Sdrz'm—ldﬁjhaw)
forms the part of physiognomic investigation. Consequently,
the traditional sciences remain as one to one extension of
objective truth along with contributory factual support for
corroboration. The following tabulation determines bodily
birthmarks (Graha-larichana) in Astrology—

SL | Rasi Lord Body Part Quality | Matkson
1 | Mesa Kuja Head and face | Masculine | Back side
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SL Rasi Lord Body Part Quality | Matkson
2 | Rsabba Bhrgu Upper-neck Feminine | Face-Left
and throat
3 | Mithuna | Budha Shoulders and | Masculine | Armpit-

arms Right
4 | Karkidaka Candra | Chestand Feminine | Head-
heart Left
5 | Simba Sirya Stomach and | Masculine | Hip-
abdomen Right
6 | Kanya Budba Waist and Feminine | Right
naval-part side
7 | Tula Bhrgu Abdomen/ Masculine | Right-
pelvic region Side
8 | Vrscika Kuja Genitals Feminine | Leftside
9 | Dhanu Brhaspati| Thighs Masculine | Shoulder-
Right
10 | Makara | Sani Knees Feminine | Thighs-
Left
11 | Kumbbha | Sani Calves and Masculine | Right-
ankles Side
12 | Mina Brbaspati| Feet Feminine | Left-Side

Table 1 : Signs and Physiognomic features in Criminal Astrology

Bhasvagdispaticandrajaksitibbuvam syaddaksine lavichanam
Sesanamitaratra tigmakiranatkatayam sirabprsthayob.
Kakse’se vadane ca savithacarane cibnam vayamsyarkato
Neme natha tatam nakbam naga sani jianadya nagnatanam.
[Phaladipika 2.32 ]
Kalangani varangaméananamuro brtkrodavasobbrto
Vastirvyaiijanamirujanuyngale jarighe tato nighridvayam.
Mesdasviprathamanavarksacarandscakrasthita rasayo
Rasiksetragrbarksabbani bbavanam caikarthasampratyayab.
[Dasadbydyi 1.4 ]
To some degree, these Astrological narrations pertaining

to birth marks underpin investigative linkage, evidential
assessment, mind reading and facial recognition.
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Impacts of Physiognomy
As per the narrations of Sambitas, an Intelligent
Astrologer can observe the mannerism of personality
traits either from horoscope or physiognomic visage based on
proximity of stature, inherent gait, dynamic solidity, perceived
eye-pigmentation, eyelid twitching and phonophobia that
fetch-up tenacity of karmic imprints. Under physiognomic
manifestation, the person with sunken forehead shall be a
barbaric exterminator liable for incarceration and breach of
ethics. Their on-sight feverish expressions indicates behaviors
pattern of fickle mindedness, inconsequential imprudence,
vexatious offending and psychopathic behavior.
Unmdénamanagatisambatisaravarna-
Snebasvaraprakrtisattvamanikamdadan.
Ksetram mrjam ca vidbivat kusalovalokya
Samudravidvadati yatamandgatam va.
Nimnalalata vadhabandhbabbiginab krirakarmaniratasca.
Abbyunnataiscamupab krpanab syub samovrta lalatab.
Agniprakytya capalotitiksna-
Scandab ksudhalurbabubhojanasca.
Vayoh svabbavena calab krsasca
Ksipram ca kopasya vasam prayati.
Ttksnaprakopah kbalacestitasca
Papasca sattvena nisacaranam.
Pisacasattvascapalo maldkro
Babugpralapi ca samulbanangab.
[Brbat Sambita 67.1,72,110 & 113]
The physical anomalies potentially describe interdicted
element of pugnacity and preconceived taciturnity. The
annihilating tendency of anti-social elements of liquid
spirits and drug-addicts available at lowest echelons are to be
eliminated radically. In consequence, effective intervention
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over human delinquency becomes critical accountability of
deflecting adjudicators and egalitarian ideologists who are
unbiased free-thinkers.

Swara-Yoga
The breathing technique of Pranayama illustrated in
Yoga-sastra has been adopted in Jyotisa interlinked with
Ida-nadi (Candranddy), Pingala (Siryanddi) and Susumnda
(Madbyamanadi) as yogic practices. Recommended remedies
can be adopted against contemptible personalities as per the
rhythms of Prina matching with waxing and waning state of
Céndra to achieve the recuperative benefits.
Ida vama bhavennadi somasyarkkasya daksina.
Pingalakhyd susumnakbyi madbymdgnerudirita.
Deve gate prechati vamabhige
sthito naro daksinato yadsi syat.
vyatydsatosmadapi krcchrasadbyam
vadanti santah kbalu rogajitam.
[Prasnamdrga 2.40, 43]
Astrology optionally suggests Astarga-yoga, Siryabbedi
and Candrabbed: Prandyima as the best remedy to
psychological characterization of the individuals. Scrutiny
of Swara-yoga is ascribed to both native and the Astrologer
correspondingly wherein left side alone is virtuous to feminine
and right to masculine gender. According to Prashnasastra,
the remedial measures fastened with Swara-yoga engaged
during Suklapakm linked with Idd-nadi and Krsnapaksa
linked with Pingala attracts anticipated effects applicable
to one-to-one-case. The accused well versed with yogic
practices using pranava and prandyima gets temporal respite
from delinquent impasses which ultimately leads to self-
transformation. Modern research recommends yoga therapy
as a rehabilitative methodology at detention hubs and juvenile
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delinquent centers to address the emotional dysregulation
and self-loathing.
Etajjandti yo yogi etatpathati nityasab.
Sarvadubkbavinirmukto labbate vaiichitam phalam.
Svarajiianam bbavedyasya laksmipadatale bhavet.
Sarvatra ca sarirveSpisukbam tasya sadda bbavet.

[(Samudrikasistram, Ver-87-88, pp.109]
Findings of the paper

It is the highest morality of Astrology to discover
the criminal tendency through horoscopic analysis that
creates a broad spectrum of precautions to streamline the
characterization from adolescent stage itself.

This paper generalizes the incorporated determinations
as extended factors based on experiential substantiations
available in Niti-sastra, Nyaya-sastra and Vedarnga [yotisa.

The traditional Sambitas are the authentic assortments
(vyavabarika-sadvrtta) adjoined with esteemed guide lines
to create code of moral ethics with plausible deniability
whereas the reconditioned Bbartiya-Nydya-Sambiti conceal
periodical addendum with adequate justification on newgen
crimes and restorative justice.

Esoteric understanding being the principal motto of
Astro-Dharmaséstra which explore the period of felonious
effect and probabilities of exculpation through atonement.

It is appropriate to find the weak planet and malefic
effects which play in a principal role to motivate the native
preoccupied with unsocial acts that leads to ultimate debacle.

Mentoring effect of Astrology review the colluded
complicities of Vyavahara(s) which support the incarcerated
to explore the way out for prompt deliverance and attrition of
replicating effects.

The analytical methods in Astrology finds the sufferings
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emerged from pre-birth against which deliberate action of
spiritual healing, offering, chanting, submission and dedicated
worship shall nullify the evil effects and to change the destiny.

This work forewarns the impacts of atrocious deeds viz.,
Pranatipatah (slaughter of living beings), Pranatipatasya
anumodanam  (sadism),  Prandtipatasya  varna-vaditd
(motivation for slaying), Amitra-maranabbinandanam
(invigorating demise of foes), Garbha-satanam (feticide)
and Brabmabatya (smashing the Learned) that affect the
longevity.

Yogic practices, Pranayama, and chanting the following
mantras viz., Bandbanamukti Mantra, Nysimba, Visnu-
sabasranama, Mabamyrtynmjaya, A_n'janeycz, Pipandsana,
Sarvapapa-Nivarana, —Mrytyu-Nivirana —and  Laksmi-
Bandban-Mukti Mantra are the recommended remedies
to nullify the heinous effects in horoscope.

The Ayur-Jyotisa reminds humankind to generate happy
hormones such as dopamine, serotonin, endorphins, and
oxytocin which counterpoise vata, pitta and kapha or their
lopsided blends.

According to Sayaneeya, altering the karmic trajectory
subsumed under Daivavyapasraya, Yuktivyapisraya, and
Sattvavajaya suggests charity, pilgrimage, recitation and
ethical conduct with sequence of fasting such as Prajapatya,
Payovrata, Candriyana and Pradosavrita.

Developing dispositional optimism and emotional
plasticity among rising generation shall corroborate sufficient
curiosity to pursue core desires of accountability which act as
significant deterrents to delinquency.

Conclusion
Horoscopic charts indicate the forthcoming teenage
adversaries destined by culpable acts and their end results.
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It is better to check the preponderance of potentials in the
horoscope which demonstrates the harmful effects of human
life from time to time. Astrological principle adheres to
remedial measures undertaken at appropriate time according
to viability of Karmic resilience. Considering the intensity
of Ashtakavarga, appropriate fasting, donation, reverence
and divine adulation needs to be performed to safeguard the
incarcerated.
Daséapaharéstakavargagocare
Grabesu nindm visamasthitesvapi.
Japecca tatpritikaraih sukarmabhih
Karoti santim vratadanavandanaib.
Abimsakasya dantasya dbarmarjitadbanasya ca.
Sarvada niyamasthasya sada sanugraha grahah.
(Phaladipiki 26.49-50]
The extracted hypothesis of this multidisciplinary
endeavor validates the options of the mass populace who
needs to scrutinize the Natal charts to understand the
verisimilitudes of fraudulent tendencies so as to streamline
their quotidian life. The living circumstances and external
forces stay constant as the cardinal element to make the man a
culprit wherein intentional compunction and penitence shall
support domestic life to a great extent. Notwithstanding,
adopting the preventive measures recommended by Jyotisa
and Sambitd(s) shall change the so called destiny as divine
light in life-span.
* % %
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Kubera : The Lord of Wealth
Dr. Nilachal Mishra*

Abstract
[Kubera is regarded as the lord of wealth. He is the king of Yaksas and is

called the half-brother of King Ravana, the hero of Lanki. Guhyakas are
well known as the attendants of Lord Kubera. He is also called Dhanapati
Kubera, meaning the lord of all wealth.

There is mention of countless Yaksa attendants in different Kubera
texts. Kubera is also surrounded by many divine beings who bring joy to
their lord. The Rgveda describes him in various ways. A person can attain
prosperity in life by following the procedures of Kubera’s worship (psj)
and meditation.

The Vilmiki Rimayana and the Mahibharata also describe his
qualities in detail. This paper reflects his extraordinary qualities and
presents a moral and ideal understanding of Kubera and his virtues in

brief.]
Keywords— Kubera, Wealth, Guhyaka, Arthasastra, Uttarakurn

Introduction

Kubera was known as the king of the Yaksas as per the
Satapatha Brahmana, and that tradition is also continued in
the Puranas and Epics. Although these texts say Ravana is the
halfbrother of Kubera. In many places, Kubera was described
as the King Riksasas. As per the tradition (Mahabbarata
1.60.7) the Riksasas are offspring of Pulastya. Another
tradition says Kubera attendants are the Yaksas and it is said
he is the overlords of Raksasas, Apsarases, and Gandharvas.
Kubera is called Yaksadhipa, Yaksendra, Yaksadhisa etc.

Guhyakas are the other attendants of Kubera. He is
often narrated as the Company of Guhyakas in the epics

* Lecturer in Sanskrit, K. P. A. N jr. College, Bankoi, Dist. Khurda,
Odisha, Email : nilachalmishral®gmail.com
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and Puranas like this “gubyakaib parivartanam”. The word
gubyaka has not been described in the vedic literature beside
the text named Manavagrhyasitra (2.12.17). Guhyaka is
described as a semi-divine being in the Amarako$a (1.1.11).
The guardians of the Kubera’s treasures are the Guhyakas, it is
described in the Epics and Puranas. The country like Hataka
which produces gold and that is saved by the Guhyakas.
Tam jitva Hatakam nama desam gubyakaraksitam.
[Mahabharata 3.25.3]

There is countless of Yaksa attendants in the Kubera texts
which are noted as following :

Dhanada, Kesaraka, Gajakarna, Varahakarna, Phalodaka,
Sikhavrata, Pradyota, Kustumbura, Manibhadra, Sandrostha,
Angacida, Hemanetra, Pingalaka, Pravalaka, Parnabhadra,
Dirghavahu, Sonitoda, Puspanana,  Vrksavasaniketa,
Mahibahu, Manidhara, Mahabihu, Supar$va, Subhadra,
and etc.!

Kubera, the lord of wealth , is surrounded by the many
Apsarares who amuses him every time with music and dance.
These apasaras are described in different vedic literatures
clearly. And the Apsaras are closely associated with water,
which is the main feature of them. In the Rgveda it says—

Samudriyiah apsarasab manisinam
Asina antab abbi somam aksaran.
[Rgveda 9.78.3]

It is said that, Gods have their own divine World (loka).
Kubera also has their own divine World who gives to human
beings all the desires.

Vasvasvidbanadadyanam ye lokah sarvakiamadab.
[Matsyapurina 212.7)

Y Mahbabhbarata 2.10.14—17, Visnudbarmottara Purana 3.222.13—15
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And also it is said that the person who gifts a big house
and many various amenities and different types of corn to a
Brahmana, and that person lives in the Kubera World which
is a divine place, and after his death for one manvantara, he
will be reborn as a wealthy person.?

Traditionally it is said that Kubera is the lord of the
Nidhis (wealth). Kubera was given the boon by Brahma as
he is the Lord of Nidhis means Nidhiévara, it is described in
the Ramayana of Valmiki. There is a description of the fight
between Ravana and Kubera. It is told that padma and sankha
which are presiding deities of two Nidhis accompanied the
Lord Kubera who swooned in that field (Ramdayana 7.15.16).

The Mahibharata also describes the Kubera Sabhia which
refers to sazkba and padma with other Nidhis which are
catching on Kubera (Mahabharata 2.10).

Kubera in S#tra Literature

The Siutra literature also follows the concept of Kubera,
as found in the Brahmana and the Brahmanic traditions.?
Among the various Siutras, many Kalpasitras are the most
important as they depict the picture of the cultural history of
India.4

Dharmasitra, Srautasitra, and Grhyasitras are part
of the Kalpasitras, having great sacrifices, which include
the Srauta Yajiias , are described in the Srautasitras. The
Asvaldyana Srautasiitra (10.7.6) provides information about
the knowledge of spells of Lord Kubera, which is related to
Pisdcas “pisacavidyd vedab so’yam” (Pisicavidya is needed so
it relates to Prisacas).

2 Brabma Vaivarta Purana 2.27.34—35
3 Cf.The Ritual Sutras;]. Gonda
4 Cf. India of Vedic Kalpasutras; Ram Gopal
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The Gopatha Brabmana (1.1.10) mentions the science
known as Pisicaveda, which stands along with Asuravidyi
and Sarpaveda. The Samkhydyana Srantasiitra also refers to
the character of Kubera, which is described by the knowledge
of spells and its connection with Pisicas and the Raksasas.

Raksovidya vedab so’yam
[Samkhyiyana Srautasitra 1.11.7]

As per the description of the Samkhyiyana Grhyasitra
(2.1.7), vali (sacrificial offerings) are presented at different
places during the Vaisvadeva Pija, and it is only meant for
the presiding deities like Indra, Soma, Varuna, Yama, and
Brhaspati, and others.

This vali is also offered to many unknown deities, and
Dhanapati Kubera is honored in the north direction :

Arjitabbyam devatabbyab uttarato dbanapatye ca
[Samkhyayana Grhyasitra 2.14.17]

Furthermore, this Grhyasatra describes the Vaisvadeva
sacrifices, stating that a person who performs them in the
morning and evening will attain more prosperity in his life
and progeny.

“Vaisvadevamimam ye tu sayam pratah prakurvate.”

As per the opinion of Saryakanta, Dhanapati Kubera is
clearly mentioned as Lord Kubera.>

The Baudhayana Grhyasitra (2.8.20) mentions that the
daily sacrifice of Vaisvadeva Vali is mentioned as a sacrifice
at the treasury with a formula. and also includes the A4ja
(goat) sacrifice at the doorway with a specific formula. The
Grhyasiitra states :

“Dhanadhbdnyakése dbanadbanyabbyim svaha
vaisravandya svaha iti.”

This is a clear description of the relationship between

5> Vaidika Kosha(Hindi), Suryakanta, p.213
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Vaisravana (another name for Kubera) and prosperity,
wealth, and etc.
Kubera in Hindu Sastras

The Brabma Purana (97.3 ff.) describes that Kubera
and Ravana were two brothers, and Kubera was the eldest
son of Visravas. Kumbhakarna and Vibhisana were also
his stepbrothers. From the very beginning of his kingdom,
Ravana attacked Kubera, who then went to Pulastya for
help. And as per the suggestion of Pulastya, Kubera practiced
penance there. By the blessings of Lord Siva, Kubera gained
the designation of Dbanapati, which means saver of wealth.
Thus, that place became recognized as the Pulastya Dhanada
and Vaisravana.

As per another description in the Bhigavata Purina
(4.1.36-37), Havirbbih, the wife of Brahma had two sons—
the first son was Agastya, and the second was the sage Visravas.
And the later Kubera was born from his wife Idavida.

The Agni Purina (11.2) describes that sage Visravas
married two wives like Puspotkata and Kaikasi. Puspotkata
gave birth to Kubera, who was also known as Dhanesvara.
Another description of the Padma Purapna (5.6.17-19)
explains that Vi§ravas had two wives named Mandakini and
Kaikasi. Kubera was the son of his first wife, Mandakini. In
different texts, the name of Kubera’s mother is described
differently, such as Idavida, Puspotkata, Ilavila, Devavarnini,
and Mandikini. However, all the Puranic texts agree that
Visravas was the father of Dbanapati Kubera.®
Kubera in Buddhist Literature

After the S#tra literature, scholars such as Kautilya,
Patafijali, and Paniniincluded Kubera in historical documents,
describing him as the Lord of Wealth.

6 Kubera: Origin And Development, p. 99
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Pinini, the great grammarian of the 6 century BCE, in
his Astadhyayi, reveals some spoken language elements. His
text defines some religious beliefs expressed in the Bhakt: cult.
Pianini describes the word Bhakti twice (4.3.95, 3.2.95) and
the word Bhakta also.

During the time of Patafijali, Kubera Prji was widely
spread. He also mentioned the musical instruments used in
the temples of Dhanapati Kubera, Kesava, and Rama. The
description of Patafjali is like this.

Mydangasarkbatinavab prthan nadanti samsadi
Prisade dbanapativaimakesavanam
[Mahabhisya 2.2.34]

Kubera in the Natyasastra

Bharata’s Natyasastra also gives a significant role to
Kubera. The availability of the Natyasastra is believed to date
back to the second century A D. The Natyasastra narrates the
first drama ever staged, in which performances pleased the
gods, who then gave gifts as a sign of pleasure.

Brahmai granted Kutilaka, Sarya gave an umbrella, Visnu
provided a lion seat, and Indra offered a banner, Siva was
given success Similarly, Vagdevi Sarasvati offered wisdom, and
Kubera was given a Crown.

Visnub simbdsanam caiva kubero mukutam tatha
Srd vyatvam preksaniyasya dadau devi sarasvati.
[Natyasistra 1.61]

The Natyasastra also narrates a Pija of deities, which
holds controlling power over saints [Natyasastra 3.20 ft]. As
per the text, Kubera is regarded as the Mother of Natya—

Namo'stu natyamdtrbhyo
brabmyadyabhyo namonamabh.
[Natyaséstra 3.67]

In the northern side, Kubera is also placed and worshipped
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as the mother of Natya. Alongside, Gubyakas and Yaksas are
also placed—
Uttarasyam disi tatha dbhanadam samniviesayet
Natyasya matysca tatha yaksanatha sagubyakan
[Natyasastra 3.30]
The Arthasistra further states the offerings of different
gods, which included various mantras. The Puja of Kubera
and the mothers of Nitya should be performed with some
edible items such as /4jik4 and cakes also.
Matyrnatyasya sarvista dbanadam ca sabianugaib
Apiipairlajikamisvairbbaksyabhbojyaisca pijayet.
[Natyasastra 3.45]
The offering mantra for Kubera is prescribed as follows—
dbanadbyakso yaksapatiriokapalo dbanesvarab
saguhyakassayaksasca pratigrbnatu me balim.
[Natyasastra 3.66]
Kubera is described as Dhanada in the Natyasistra and is
regarded as the guardian god in the northern direction, as per
the same text.”

Genesis of Kubera

Vessavana, which is the spirit of the institution, was not
an individual. Sakka or Sakra prefers another Vessavana while
the present one is dead. In many other texts, the past history
of Kubera has been described.

As per Dictionary of Pali Proper Names® and Jataka®,
in a previous birth, he was born as a Brihmana and named
Kubera. He was also a cultivator of a field of sugarcane and
owned seven mills, which were managed by him.

7 Kubera : Origin and Development, p. 99
8 Vol.1, p. 650
9 Vol. 6, p. 201
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He gave one mil in charity, and at that time, his profits
were greatly developed. He performed alms for a long period,
approximately twenty thousand years. After his death,
due to his generosity and piety, he was reborn as a god of
Caturmaharajika.

As per Buddhist mythology, he is not a God of
immortality, and as per the ideology of Buddhist canons,
this is based on the cycle of rebirth and past karmas.

He is well known as Vessavana, named after his capital,
which is Visana.

visana nama rajdbani.
[Digha Nikdya Vol. 3, 9.27]

Uttarakuru—The Kingdom of Kubera

Uttarakuru was known as the kingdom of Kubera. The
name of Uttarakuru was famous beyond the Himalayas, as
per the assumption of Aitareya Brabhmana (8.2.3).

And as per R.K. Mukherjee, in his text Hindu Civilization
10, defines Uttarakuru as a place situated on the northern side
of the Himalayas. The Uttarakurus are considered to have
lived in the region of Kashmir and the northern part of the
Kurukshetra.!

Dhirini was the lotus lake of Kubera, and Bhagalavati
or Silaviti was also well-known as the assembly hall. And
a description of the Jataka defines Nalini as the Palace of
Vessavana.

Yatthacchati nacca gitehi nago,
raja yatha vessavano nalininam.
[Jataka Vol. 11, p. 315]

The attendant of Kubera and his family is mentioned in

10
p-110

1 See Vedic Age, R.C. Majumdar, p. 262 ; and Vedic Index of Names and
Subjects, Vol. I, Macdonell Keith, p. 84.
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Buddhist mythology. The Sutta Pitaka gives details about
this. It is known that Bhusijati was described as the consort of
Vessavana [Digha Nikaya Vol. 2, 8.2.9].

The same text describes the sons of Kubera, who were
many in number, and Indra was one of them.

Putthapi tassa vabavo...indanama mahabaka.
[Digha Nikdya, Vol. 3, 9.27]

Kubera had five daughters named Sujja, Acchimati, Suta,
Pavari, and Lati, and they were assigned to dance in front of
Sakka, and gradually, he married them also."

As per Buddhist mythology, Kubera had a magical mango
tree called Atulamba, and the Abbantara Jitaka describes
its significance. This mango tree, which was located in the
Himalayas, bore different-colored mangoes, but the tree was
nearly impossible to approach as it was guarded by evil spirits.

The fruit of this tree was believed to be beneficial for
childless women. As per Buddhist mythology, a woman who
touched it would be blessed with a child.

Kubera had a great faith in Buddha. This is reflected in
Khuddaka Nikdya as follows :

Raja pi tam Vessavano Kubero
upeti, dbammam paripucchamano.
Tesam pitvana pucchito ...
S0 capt sutvana patitarapo.
[Khuddaka Nikaya 2.4.160]
Kubera’s Heavenly World
It is believed that Kubera has another world known as the
Heavenly World, which grants every want of human beings.
Vasvavidhanddadyanam ye lokabh sarvakimadab.
[Matsya Purina 212.7]
It is said that a person who offers a big house with many

12 See Early Buddhist Mythology, ].R. Heward ; p. 81.Vimanavatthu ; p. 4
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amenities and worships a Brahmana by giving various corns
is granted access to Kubera’s heavenly world after death.
He stays there for a cycle of one Manvantara and, after its
completion, He would be reborn as a rich person.’

It is well known that the beautiful world of Lord Kubera
became a resting place for those who lost his mortal bodies
after death. According to the Mahdibbarata (11.26.14),
warriors who left the battlefield were given a second chance in
Kubera’s world.

The Description of Kubera’s Nidbi

As per the Paurinika tradition, Kubera is described as the
Lord of Wealth (N7dh7). Brahma, the creator of the universe,
offered a boon to Kubera, making him the Lord of Wealth
(Nidbisvara).

According to the description in the Ramdyana, after
losing a battle, Ravana took away the hoarded wealth
of Kubera and later had to return it to the garden of
Citraratha—which included divine treasures like Padma
(lotus) and Sazikba (conch).

The Rgveda describes the original meaning of Nidbi as a
place of deposit.’s It is also described as a treasure.®

The Chiandogya Upanisad mentions Nidhbi in the context
of science and chronology."

The word Nidhi means hidden wealth, as evident from
the commentary of Sayana in the Rgveda—

Nidbim asuraih nibitan dbanasamuban
[Rgveda 10.138.4]

3 Brabmanda Purana 2.27.34-35

4 Ramdayana7.15.16

S Rgveda 1.183.4,5.438, 6.7.7, 6.9.3, etc.

16 Rgveda 2.4.6,10.6.6 ;5 Atharvaveda 10.7.7.3, etc.

7 Vedic Index of Names and Subjects, Vol. 1, p. 450; Vaidik Kosa,
Suryakant, p. 216
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The Atharvaveda also describes Agni as the concealed of
wealth (Nidbz)
Sa veda nibitan nidbin pitin parivato gatin
[Atharvaveda 18.4.41]

It is also described in another context :
Nidhipo devah agnib
[Vedarambha Samskara 8.17]

Kubera’s Description in the Later Upanisads

The earlier Upanisads are silent about Kubera. However,
the later Upanisads recognize him as a God and one of the
rulers of the place. He is regarded as the presiding God of the
northern sides.8

The Vamanopanisad distinctly defines that Kubera is the
god of the northern direction—

Kauberyam disi Kubero devata.

Some human-like features of Kubera are also described in
this text. The yellow complexion of Kubera is narrated in this
Upanisad, where he is described as riding a horse and holding
a mace in hand and a hook also.

Asvaradhab  pitavarnab  gadankusa-hastab — Kubero
vadbatu Kuberam mandakam."

In another place of this same Upanishad describes Kubera
implored to save man the same Upanisad describes Kubera as
a protector against the Astaloka.

Taddiksu asvalako nama raksasab.
Sarvato mam raksha raksha.

His womanly power is Kauberi.?® His consort is Kauberi,

as mentioned in Kubera : Origin and Development >

8 The Vidya ; Desai; Vol. XXVII; p. 29

9" Upanisat Sangraba; J.L. Sastri (Editor) ; Pt. 115 p. 491
20 Kubera : Origin and Development, p. 65

2t Kubera : Origin and Development, p. 65
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She possesses the same weapon by her own husband.
Kauberyam disi... bhagavati Kauberi... sabastabbyiam.*
The Radhopanisad describes the cities of different gods,

and Kuberapura is one of them.*3

Kubera as the sponsor Deity of ‘Trade and Commerce

Itis said that great success in trade and commerce depends
on divine grace of God. The merchants worship various
deities before starting any business.

Agni is regarded as the supporter of the trades as per
Rgveda.*

The Vajasaneyi Sambita (16.19) states that Rudra is the
protective deity of trade. The Atharvaveda also mentions a
Vanij Sitkta, which is mentioned to gain good progress in
trade and commerce.?®

A sacrifice called panyasidhi was performed during the
Satra period for getting success in business in which the
deities like Soma, Agni Brhaspati, Indra and I$ana were

worshipped.2®

Conclusion

From the above discussions it is concluded that Kubera
is well-known as the giver of wealth and as per the Epics and
Puranas He was praised and elevated to the post like the God
of protector and Wealth. Without Kubera’s blessing man
cannot get success to gain plenty of wealth and power in this
World. So He is regarded as the God of wealth undoubtedly.

* K X

22 Upanisat Sangraha, Pt. 11, p. 451

23 Upanisat Sangraba, Pt. 11, p. 212

24 Rgveda 10.156.3

%5 Kubera : Origin and Development, p. 133
26 Hirsanyaka Grhyasiitra 1.15.1
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Revisiting the Relation between Love and
Non-Duality : A Philosophical Study
Based on Swami Vivekananda’s Thought

Dibyendu Mondal*
Abstract

[According to Indian spiritual thought, the path of knowledge (/7Zina
Path) seeks the realization of the eternal truth and the underlying unity of
existence beyond its diverse forms. In contrast, the Bhakti Path embraces
the multiplicity of names and forms as manifestations of the divine.
Swami Vivekananda suggests that non-duality can also be realized through
duality, where love becomes the means of experiencing oneness amidst
diversity. This realization may be termed Premddvaita—the non-duality
of love. This article explores the possibility of rediscovering Advaita
through Bhakti and argues that pure, universal love can ultimately reveal
the fundamental unity underlying all existence. ]

Keywords— love, non-duality, Bhakti, jiidna, philosophy

Introduction

Devotion, in its essence, means a deep and heartfelt
dedication toward the Supreme Reality or a higher divine
presence. Bhakti Yoga can be understood as the path of loving
communion with the Divine—a spiritual practice where
one seeks God through love and meditation. In the opening
section of the Brahma Satra, the second aphorism states,
Sanmadyasya Yatah” [Brabmasitra 1.1.2] According to
this translation, Brahman is the origin from which the entire
universe was emerged, upheld, and finally annihilated. It
is important to recognize that this describes the qualified
aspect of the Ultimate Reality, known as Saguna Brahman.
Now here raises a fundamental question : is the nature reality

* Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy, Presidency University,
Kokalata-700073, West Bengal, Email : dibyendu.phil@presiuniv.ac.in
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entirely non-dual, or does it manifest along with a sense
of duality ? Is it possible for a devotee to remain devoted
while realizing the Infinite, unqualified Reality (Nzrguna
Brahman)? According to Swami Vivekananda, the very
fundamental identity is both qualified and unqualified—
embracing unity within apparent diversity. He provides an
instance, “Brahman is as the clay or substance out of which
an infinity variety of articles are fashioned. As clay, they are
all one ; but form or manifestation differentiates them. Before
every one of them was made, they all existed potentially in
the clay, and, of course, they are identical substantially ; when
formed, and so long as the form remains, they are separate and
different; the clay-mouse can never become a clay-elephant,
because as manifestations, form alone makes them what they
are, though as unformed clay they are all one. Lvara is the
highest manifestation of the Absolute reality, or in other
words, the highest possible reading of the Absolute of by the
human mind. Creation is eternal, and so also is [svara.™
Now, it appears that there is a substantial cognitive and
methodological variation among love and knowledge from
a common point of view. Nevertheless, it may be shown
via philosophical inquiry that, in spite of their seeming
differences, love and knowledge eventually come together
in one point. Although the philosophical and practical
approaches of various Aciryas in the paths of devotion
and knowledge differ, both ultimately lead to the same
realization. From a conceptual standpoint, knowledge-
oriented teachers regard devotion as a supporting discipline
on the journey to liberation, whereas devotees perceive it as
both the path itself and the ultimate goal. Ramanucarya
discusses the notion of Bhakti while describing the

L The complete works of Swami Vivekananda (Vols. 3), p. 37
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Atharo Brabmajijiidasa” |Brabmasitra 1.1.1] Rimanucarya
expressed his understanding of Bhakti by saying— “Dhyanam
tatladbdravat avicchinnasmytisantanaripa dbruva smytih’.
Acirya Nimbarka stated, “Prakasyidivaccabbaisasyam
prakdsasca karmanyabbyasat™. Additionally, Vallabhacarya
supported the devotional way. Even if bbakti and
knowledge are both acknowledged as methods of achieving
liberation, he contends that knowledge alone cannot
bring about emancipation. Vallabhacirya states in this
context, ‘Kytisadhyam  sadbanam  jiidnabbaktiripam
Sastrena bodhbyate. 1abbyiam vibitabbhyim muktirmaryida.
Tadrabitinamapi svaripabalena svaprapanam
pustirucyate”3

To ground the idea of devotion within the framework of
non-duality, one must demonstrate that at the highest stage
of wisdom, devotion and knowledge become one (Advaita).
Interestingly, love is always evidently dual if we look at the
path of devotion as a whole. With a another language we can
claim that engaging in her spiritual pursuit (sédbana) within
the framework of salokya, sarapya, samipya, or sarsti the
devotee can achieve the most awaited freedom. If the identity
between lover and loving being are not possible in the route
of devotion ; as a result they are not become one or Advaita.
After Swamiji we may state that the greatest sense of devotion
is always non-dual, despite the fact that the path of devotion
starts with duality. From this perspective, she holds that at the
initial stage of Bhakti (Gawuni Bhakti), a seeker begins their
spiritual practice (sddhand) through various means—such as
sacred words (Mantra), images (Pratima), worship (Pija),

and symbols (Pratika)—all of which help purify the body

* Vedantaparijatasaurav, p. 452

3 Bhakti-rasayana, pp. 12-14
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and mind. By this method, the learner continuously strives
to become more devoted, and at the pinnacle of devotion,
the space between the learner and the Divine vanishes. With
this approach, the learner continuously strives for greater
devotion, and in the pinnacle of devotion, the distance
between the leaner and the loving being vanishes.

The Notion of Deyotion from Madhusiidana Sarasvati
At the very opening of Bhakti-Rasiyana, Madhusadana
Sarasvati declared —
Navarasamilitam va kevalam va pumartham
Paramamiba mukunde bhaktiyogam vadanti.
Nirupamasukbasamuvidripamasprstadubkbam
Tamahamakhbilatustyai sastradystyd vyanajmi.
[Sribbagavadbbaktirasiyanam 1.1]
Here the author tries to first explain the subject, context,
and necessity of the book. May devotion to Mukunda (Lord
Krishna) arises as pure love, untainted by every form of
attachment and filled with heartfelt intensity. The saints
regard this bhakti-yoga as the supreme attainment along the
spiritual path. Based on the wisdom drawn from the sacred
texts, I describe this bhakti-yoga as a matchless source of bliss,
free from sorrow and fulfilling to all. In this regard, a similar
expression can be found in the Srimad Bhagavata. In the
eleventh skandha of Srimad Bhagavata stated—
Yogéstrayo maya prokta nynam sreyovidhitsaya.
Jianam karma ca bbaktisca nopayo’nyo’sti kutracit.*

4 This verse provides a unified perspective on spiritual practice, presents
the three classical paths—Astanga-Yoga, Jfiana-Yoga and Bhakti-Yoga—
as distinct branches that nevertheless support each other in leading
towards the ultimate human goal (purusartha). In the Bhigavata
Purina, the divine voice of Krishna identifies these three as the
pure means (#pdya) for achieving ultimate good (sreya). Each path
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[Bhdgavata purinam 11.20.6)

From this, the boundaries of two kinds of practice
become clear—first, for the one whose mind has not yet
merged in Bhagavad-rasa, the task is to realize truth through
the aid of detachment; and second, for the one whose
mind is already absorbed, the aim is to cultivate deeper
reverence for Bbagavad Dharma by listening to the divine
teachings. The ascetic should then engage in the eightfold
yoga (samadhbi-yoga) after purifying the mind and cultivate
the capacity (adhikart) for steady concentration, maintaining
an unbroken flow of thought toward God, like a continuous
stream of oil. Especially when the Yogi is dispassionate in
performing actions and perfected in detachment and control
of the senses, she will stabilize the mind and repeatedly
establish it in the Self. If, after forming the conception, the
mind grows restless and begins to drift toward other matters,
the yogi should overcome inertia and promptly strive to regain
control of the mind through proper discipline and technique.
A divine statement is also considered as a proof. Now in the
context of dissolving the mind Madhustadana Sarasvati has
important comment—

Cittadravyam hi jatuvat svabbavat kathindatmakam.
1apakairvisayaih yoge dravatvam pratipadyate.
[Srimadbbaktirasayana, p. S4)

Now showing the dissolvable nature of Citta. Here Citta

reflects a different level of human endeavour : Astanga-Yoga develops
physical and mental discipline, Jidgna-Yoga brings about purification
through self-realization, and Bhakti-Yoga transforms the heart through
devotion and love. Yet the verse subtly indicates that these approaches
are not contradictory but rather converge in the realization of
‘one’ transcendent truth. Thus, the Bhigavata Purina reveals a
coherent vision of spiritual life, in which devotion ultimately integrates
knowledge and action into a single pursuit of liberation.
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is a substance. And its nature very hard like the nature as Jazu
or Laksa, and the other desirable objects—taste, color etc.
are also naturally very painful. By connecting with all those
unpleasant tastes, colours, and other sensations, with Cizza the
naturally hard mind softens and eventually dissolves. It can
be seen that if there is no connection with fire, the hardness
of jatu is not lost. Everyone agrees that while it softens when
exposed to sunlight, it does not dissolve. The state of the
mind is also like that—it is true that only the softness of the
mind is born in contact with the matter of general desirable
objects, but there is no dissolution of the mind unless it is
connected with the heat of the vexatious lustful matter. The
word %dpaka’is given in the verse to introduce this intention.
The philosophical insight from the above discussion is that
once mind become dissolved then the different realms of rasas
are playing in mind (c/zza) and as a result through these rasas
we are close to loving being. And gradually understood that all
the source of 74sas are coming from self itself. Then we realize
that self and the difference emotions are not separate, identical
in nature and they come from the same locus (Brahman) and
not more than that. Now, according to Vivekananda, the
systematic development and understanding of non-dual love
require sincere observance of certain essential stages that lead
to its complete realization in experience.

Renunciation as the Natural Gateway to the Non-Dual State
of Love

The importance of renunciation or sacrifice as the starting
point in pursuing a student or sédhaka at the highest level of
devotion (pard bhakti) was emphasized by Swamiji. At this
stage of Pard bhakti, ‘renunciation’ is explicitly addressed
as the initial step in preparing the learner for their goal.
Therefore, spiritual progress is almost unattainable without
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this form of renunciation. Significantly, renunciation has
been regarded as a vital and obligatory condition in every
path—apart from bhakti. The Gita declares—
Brabmanyidhaya karmani
sangam tyaktvd karoti yab.
Lipyate na sa papena
padmapatramivambhasa.
[Srimadbbagavadygiti 5.10]
Therefore, Karma Yoga does not advise us to cease
performing our Karma, as this is the most socially acceptable
way to reach nirvana. Remember, however, that every path
has advantages and disadvantages. For instance, Karma-Yoga’s
autonomous operation is a disadvantage, even if it offers the
advantage of non-renunciation. Every action is driven by the
humble ‘ego’ of common people like us, and selfishness is
born out of this feeling of self-interest. We base every single
decision we make on the profit and loss analysis. Thus, the
primary barrier to karma yoga practice for the average student
(sadhaka) who has achieved liberation is their incapacity to do
so without attachment or emptiness. Rija-Yoga continually
urges the practitioner to meditate so as to realize oneself as
Purusa (Pure Consciousness), and to attain this awareness,
one must stand apart from Prakrti (Insentient Nature).
Séamkhbya School’s statement about Prakyti—
Miilaprakrtiravikrtih mahbadadyah
prakrtivikrtayab sapta.
Sodasakastu vikarah,
na prakytirna vikytih purusab.
[Sankhyakarika 3]
The most demanding discipline is abandonment of the
route of knowledge; the student must disregard the world
around her as a delusion and a deception. The world’s diverse
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events have broadened our experience, and we enjoy the
many forms, juices, tastes, smells, and other aspects of nature
through our many internal and external senses. It is nearly
impossible for a normal living thing to instantly abandon or

imagine a lie. Furthermore, the Gita states on Jiana-Yoga—
Ya enam vetti hantiram yascainam manyate hatam.

Ubhau tau na vijanito nayam hanti na bhanyate.
(Srimadbbagavadgiti 2.19]
Consequently, we may infer from the study that
renunciation is a prerequisite for spiritual advancement.
This ‘renunciation’ is rather common in the route of love.
It indicates that, similar to the other bbakti paths, one
does not have to forfeit the consequences of one’s actions
(karmaphala), remove oneself from nature (Rdja-Yoga), or
distance oneself from all living things (/74na-Yoga). Flowing
Swamiji, we may say that we must give up all of our limited,
little affections and attachments to the greater truth in order
to naturally view the universe and life without pushing
ourselves to abandon it. According to Swami Vivekananda,
in this circumstance—“So in this renunciation auxiliary to
devotion, there is no harshness, no dryness, no struggle, nor
repression, nor suppression, the Bbakta has not to suppress
any single one of his emotions, he only strives to intensify
them and direct them to God.”™

Love’s Natural Manifestation and the Unfolding of Its Inner
Secrets

If the path requires renunciation, then the explanation
above makes it clear that renunciation is completely natural
in this category of bhakti-yoga and does not require the
repression of any feeling ; rather, it simply requires that such

5> The complete works of Swami Vivekananda, Vol. 3, p. 73
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emotions be guided towards greater truth. The reason this
‘sacrifice’ is accepted as commonplace on the devotional path
is now the question. When comparing the love to other paths,
why does it not include dry renunciation ? Put differently,
what makes devotional sacrifice so vibrant ? If we examine the
reasoning more closely, it becomes clear that love serves as the
fundamental motivation for every noble and ignoble action in
human life. Inspired by this deep innate love, people are often
ready to do anything—Dbe it virtuous or otherwise. According
to the theory of devotion, the evolution of different types of
love seen in nature is actually just the evolution of ‘single love’.
All the beautiful and encouraging things that happen in the
world stem from that love, even though ordinary people do
countless evil and harmful things every day. For example, one
person may truly want to help others in need, while another
kills her closest relative and takes everything. Those who are
inspired by the same current of love energy engage in both
types of actions. The love of both is equal, but the love of the
second person is wrong, because the first person doing the
action loves the other, and the second person loves himself.
Notably, love in this context is disinterested or devoid of its
own flaws or characteristics. Similarly, pure love is displayed
unconditionally by all beings; the difference lies in how we
use it. Thus, the doctrine of devotion can be understood as a
disciplined method for achieving pure love in such situations.
Only by learning to manage our small, self-centred love, to
use it, and to use it for something else can spiritual peace
and happiness finally come. Therefore, we should direct our
love and attraction towards beautiful objects and people, so
that we can direct our love towards greater truth. It can be
noted that no kind of surrender is forced; it is simply the
natural turning of love towards a higher reality. To engage in
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this spontaneous renunciation, the student must now give
up all minor attachments. Additionally, they must view the
world and its happenings with absolute detachment while
standing on the high ground of dedication. Only then does it
become evident that the very same current of love pervades
all existence. As regular individuals, we are always engaged
in a battle with the many social forces for the world’s trivial
interests, and in the process, people lose sight of who they
really are. Here bhakti claims that, if a man emerges from
a dispute as a seer or witness and prudently but impartially
watches all worldly events, she would eventually sense that
the same loving soul is showing itself via all worldly actions.
This single, incredibly loving entity is the source of all our
attraction. Because it is vital to consider if our attachment to
material objects—that is, the attraction we continually exhibit
to different objects—is just due to the material’s appeal or
if there is an unseen conscious force at work. Excitation in
matter can only be triggered by the existence of a conscious
creature within an inanimate item, as no inanimate thing
is capable of doing so. In light of this, Swami Vivekananda
states— Who can attract a soul really ? Only He ! Do you think
the dead matter can truly attract the soul ? It never did, and
never will. When you see a man going after a beautiful face, do
you think that it is the handful of arranged material molecules
that really attract the man ? Not at all. Behind those material
particles there must be and is the play of divine influence and
divine love.® In Brhadaranyaka Upanisat—

Na va are patyuh kamadya patih priyah bhavati,

Atmanastu kamaya patib priyah bhavati

Na vd are jaydyai kamaya jaya priya bhavati,

6 The complete works of Swami Vivekananda, Vol. 3, p. 75
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Atmanastu kamaya jaya priya bhavati?

[Brbadaranyakopanisat 2.4.5]
According to Bhakti, the ignorant man is unaware of
what she is doing ; ultimately merging with the supreme being
is the ultimate objective of man’s difhicult life battle. This
ultimate realization arises solely through deep dedication,
for only a sincere seeker can perceive within this world the
true aim and purpose behind the struggle of human life.
True renunciation arises when a seeker feels a deep inner
pull toward the higher reality. When a sadbaka feels a deep
inner pull towards a higher reality, true renunciation arises.
Attracted by this attraction, the sadhaka naturally gives up all
petty attachments and is immersed in love for the Supreme
Lord. The student’s innate sense of detachment is exceptional
in the area of affection, which forms the basis for achieving
devotion. A person who attains this state through sincere
effort can rightly say that external symbols such as images,
rituals, or formal forms of worship are not essential for religion
or divine realization, because this understanding is revealed

through unconditional love towards reality.

The Supreme Expression of Non-Dual Love

At the highest level of devotion, the universal nature of

7" This verse reveals a deep psychological and metaphysical understanding
of human affection and motivation. It teaches that love for others—
whether it be a spouse, partner, or any sentient being—is not primarily
for the other but for the soul. Thus, every kind of love originates
from the soul and ultimately seeks to return there, making the soul
the true source and object of fulfilment. This passage expresses a non-
dual view of love, where the apparent diversity of emotional bonds
simply reflects the soul’s underlying desire for self-realization. In the
Advaitic interpretation, it signifies that all relationships and attachments
are expressions of the Self’s inherent drive toward self-recognition and
unity with Brahman.
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love reveals itself through the deeper shades of the devotee’s
feelings. When the sddhaka sincerely proceeds on this path,
love begins to lose its limited form and emerges as a single,
unbroken stream that transcends all differences. However, in
ordinary life, when one gets caught up in narrow interests and
addictions, love often becomes limited to specific people or
objects. Bhakti-yoga teaches that such limited affection is not
inherently harmful, but rather a misplaced expression of the
same divine power. In fact, it is this impulse that gives strength
and vitality to human existence.

When a person feels attracted to something, she
instinctively places her highest ideal on it, making that
ideal the focus of her devotion. Even if the object of affection
changes, the underlying ideal remains, revealing itself anew
in every bond of love. Gradually, the seeker realizes that the
ultimate value of external things is very little compared to
the internal pursuit of that ideal. Through this process, the
individual rises above personal limitations and begins to
experience love in its purest, unconditional form.

In the highest state of love, the true secker stops
questioning whether the universe is being guided by a
supreme being or is being left to its own devices. At this
highest level of devotion, the seeker no longer feels compelled
to define or understand the one, non-dual reality through
reason or knowledge. The desire to analyze or classify
divine things simply fades. What remains is the direct and
inner experience of a boundless, all encompassing love that
transcends all forms of controversy or difference.

When a sddbaka attains this sovereign love, she begins
to feel the presence of a universal affection flowing through
her own being. She understands that loving the whole (the
collective) means loving each individual (the individual)
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within it. In such advanced conditions, the external symbols
of religion—temples, mosques, churches, or any specific place
of worship—Ilose their necessity. Devotion at this level realizes
God within and beyond all sacred boundaries. The sadhaka
realizes that the Eternal Beloved dwells equally within the
saint and, in a more subtle sense, even within the sinner.
Swami Vivekananda says here—

“What is the ideal of the lover who has quite passed
beyond the idea of selfishness, bartering and bargaining, and
who knows no fear ? Even to the great God such a man will
say— ‘I will give You my all and I do not want anything from
You ; indeed, there is nothing that I can call my own.” when
a man has acquired this conviction, his ideal becomes one of
perfect love, one of perfect fearlessness of love. The highest
ideal of such a person has no narrowness of particularity
about it; it is love universal, loves without limits and bonds,
love itself absolute love. This grand ideal of the religion of
love is worshipped and loved absolutely as such without the
aid of any symbols or suggestions. This the highest form of
pard bhakti—the worship of such an all-comprehending ideal
as the ideal ; all the others form Bhakt: are only stages on the
way to reach it.”8

Conclusion

Hence, from the above discussion, it can be affirmed that
the path of devotion likewise serves as a means to realize the
condition of impersonal reality. As we understand, reaching
the non-dual state is equally attainable through the path of
knowledge, and as shown in the above analysis, the same
realization can also be achieved through love. It now remains
uncertain—if ‘love’ and ‘knowledge’ point to the same non-
dual realization, then wherein lies the distinctiveness of the

8 The complete works of Swami Vivekananda, Vol. 3, p. 91
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way of love? In this case, a student’s inherent inclination
(bbdva) is that she likes enjoying sugar but never wants to be
sugar. However, it should be kept in mind that the pursuit
of love begins within a dualistic outlook, where the seeker
perceives themselves and the Supreme as entirely separate,
and this love gradually culminates in the union of the devotee
with the Beloved. As the sadbaka works toward her objective
and moves from true devotion to pari bhakti, the separation
between her and her lover narrows ; as we continue to attribute
our tiny, everyday love to the greatest being, it becomes closer
to us and completely reveals itself. Through the experience of
duality—which is most clearly expressed through love—the
seeker strives toward the realization of non-dual love. Love,
by its very nature, arises from the duality of lover and beloved,
although in its deepest essence it points towards unity. Thus,
conversely, duality becomes the foundation upon which love
is fully revealed, allowing it to grow and ultimately transcend
itself.
* K %
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Swami Vivekananda’s Universal Religion :
An Approach to Religious Integration

Dr. Amit Kumar Batabyal*
Abstract

[Swami Vivekananda’s conception of Universal Religion provides a
significant philosophical framework for addressing religious diversity,
exclusivism, and interreligious conflict in the modern world. Grounded
in the non-dualistic (Advaita) vision of Vedanta, it affirms the underlying
unity of all spiritual traditions while respecting their distinctive
doctrines and practices. Universal Religion rests on two principles:
reverential acceptance of all faiths and recognition of religious diversity.
By distinguishing constructive plurality from divisive sectarianism,
Vivekananda offers an integrative approach to reconciling religious
differences without erasing individuality. This study critically examines
its theoretical foundations, contemporary relevance, and potential for
promoting spiritual fulfillment, social harmony, ethical responsibility, and

global peace. ]

Keywords— Universal Religion, Non-Dualism, Religious Exclusivism,
Religious Diversity, Vedinta Philosophy

Introduction

The nineteenth century Indian thinker and spiritual
leader Swami Vivekananda occupies a seminal position in the
intellectual and religious history of modern India. Revered
not merely as a historical personality but as a transformative
force in the evolution of modern religious consciousness, he
represents a unique confluence of tradition and modernity.
Through his teachings and writings, Vivekananda articulated
a vision that continues to exert a profound influence on
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contemporary thought and cultural life. His philosophical
outlook is deeply rooted in the Upanisadic tradition, reflecting
a sustained engagement with the spiritual and intellectual
heritage of ancient India. Drawing extensively upon the
principles of Vedanta, he reinterpreted its metaphysical
insights in a manner that addressed both the existential
and social dimensions of human life. Consequently, his
conception of religion emerges not as a system of dogmatic
beliefs, but as a dynamic and experiential realization grounded
in the foundational tenets of Vedic philosophy.

Religion occupies a fundamental and enduring place
in human society, constituting an indispensable dimension
of both individual and collective existence. Despite the
unprecedented advancement of science and technology in
the modern age, it continues to shape moral values, social
structures, and cultural identities. Etymologically derived
from the Latin religare, meaning “to bind,” religion, in its
original sense, signifies a principle of integration that unites
individuals within a broader social and spiritual framework.
Nevertheless, the concept of religion remains inherently
complex and multifaceted, defying any single, universally
accepted definition. While many thinkers have sought to
articulate its nature and scope, their attempts reveal the
plurality of perspectives rather than a definitive formulation.

Religion thus manifests a profoundly paradoxical
character. While it has historically functioned as a vital
source of ethical orientation, social cohesion, and spiritual
fulfillment, its instrumentalization for personal, political,
or ideological ends has increasingly revealed its capacity to
engender division and conflict. The persistence of religious
extremism and fanaticism in the contemporary world
underscores this tension, demonstrating how departures from
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the integrative essence of religion can lead to far-reaching
social and moral dislocations. This ambivalence calls for a
sustained philosophical inquiry into the nature, function, and
scope of religion within human life.

Religion as a necessary aspect of life. Vivekananda says—
“of all the forces that have worked and are still working
to mould the destiny of the human race, none certainly
is more potent than that, the manifestation of which we
call Religion.” He asserts that religion is a necessity of life.
Ordinarily only those things are regarded as necessary for
life which satisfy the daily and the outward needs of life.
Food, clothing, shelter etc. are examples of what can be called
physical or materialistic needs. But, they are not the only needs
of life. This is clearly proved from the fact that they alone do
not fully satisfy man ; even in the midst of comfort and luxury
man craves for something higher—something better. This
craving is his religious craving, without seeking satisfaction
for which he cannot live.!

It is within this critical framework that the present study
engages with the problem of religious exclusivism, seeking to
analyze its underlying assumptions and consequences while
examining the response articulated by Swami Vivekananda.
As one of the earliest modern Indian thinkers to confront
this issue with philosophical rigor, Vivekananda developed a
distinctive and comprehensive understanding of religion that
offers a renewed hermeneutic for interpreting its significance
and role in both individual and collective existence.

The philosophical foundations of Vivekananda’s ideas
can be found in Vedanta,? which he has shared with the world
through his writings and lectures. He has firmly grounded

U Jiana Yoga, p. 1
2 Advaita Vedanta : A Philosophical Reconstruction, pp.6-10
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all of his beliefs and thoughts on different notions in
Vedantic philosophy, particularly the non-dualistic (Advaitic)
interpretation of Vedanta given out by Sankara. To make
the Teachings of the Upanisads easily understandable by
modern minds, he reinterprets them via contemporary
lenses. Thus, his non-dualistic outlook and the teachings of
Vedianta philosophy are the sources from which all of his
teachings and sermons have sprung, reaching every corner
of the globe. In this paper, I will also make an effort to delve
into Vivekananda’s idea of universal religion, which stems
from Vedanta philosophy. According to him, this is the
only philosophy that possesses both theoretical and practical
aspects; it could help people achieve their spiritual goals
and put an end to religious disputes, which are big issues in
our modern world. The study adopts a philosophical and
analytical method based on primary and secondary textual
sources.

Nature of Universal Religion

It is a historical fact that there have been various religious
(or spiritual) organizations having different religious codes
and beliefs. This also is a historical fact that they have been
quarrelling against each other almost throughout history.
Each religious sect has claimed its exclusive right to live on
the ground that it considers its own doctrine and its own
organization superior to any other. The peculiarity about this
is that in spite of open and even bitter conflicts, most of the
major religious sects have at least continued to live. These
internal and external conflicts, instead of weakening these
sects, have added vitality to them and have enabled them to
expand and to live.

This fact appears to Vivekananda as significant. This
shows that conflicts are only apparent, and that they do not
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affect the inner vitality or the core or the essence of religion.
In fact, Vivekananda admits that sects and conflicts have to
be there. If everybody thinks the same thought, there remains
actually nothing to be thought. “It is the clash of thought,
the differentiation of thought, that awakes thought... whirls
and eddies occur only in a rushing, living stream. There are
no whirlpools in stagnant, dead water.” Variation is the sign
of life, it must be there.

But then, a question arises— “how can all these varieties be
true ? how can opposite opinions be true at the same time ?”
On an answer to a question like this would depend the fate
of a universal religion. A universal religion, if really universal,
must satisfy at least two conditions; first, it must open its
gates to every individual, it must admit that nobody is born
with this or that religion ; whether he takes to one religion or
the other must ultimately be left to his inner likes and choice.
In this sense by individualising religion we really universalise
it. Secondly, a really universal religion must be able to give
satisfaction and comfort to every religious sect. After all, the
universal religion has to supersede the conflicts of these sects,
and therefore, must appear satisfying and reasonable to them
all. We have seen that variety is inevitable, that all these various
minds and attitudes have to be there. Therefore, if there is
going to be an ideal religion—a really universal religion, it
must be broad and large enough to supply food to all these
minds.

Swami Vivekananda says that, a simple insight into
the natures of different religions will show that they are
not actually contradictory to each other. They are, in fact,
supplementary to each other. Man never progresses from
lesser truth to higher truth. Different religions emphasis
different qualities of religion and as such, it is not possible
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to find the common elements. Islam, for example, may be
seen as emphasizing universal brotherhood, Hinduism on
Spirituality, Christianity on self-purification for entering into
the kingdom of God.

The one watch-word for Universal religion, according
to Swami Vivekananda, is acceptance. Acceptance is not just
tolerance. Tolerance is negative in its import, it implies, at least
at times, that something is being allowed in spite of its being
wrong. Swami Vivekananda recommends positive acceptance.
According to him, that Truth is God. In Him we are all one.
The word ‘God’ is being used in its most comprehensive sense,
it may be the personal Omnipotent and Good God, or it may
be described as the Universal Existence or the Ultimate Unity
of the Universe. Every religion, consciously or unconsciously
is struggling towards the realization of this unity or God.
Therefore, this may be said to represent the Ideal of Universal
Religion. Another characteristic of universal religion is that
it has to be acceptable to all minds. It has to satisty the
largest possible proportion of mankind, and, therefore, it
must be able to supply food to all the various types of mind.
Therefore, Swami Vivekananda says that the universal religion
must harmoniously balance all the aspects of religion namely,
Philosophy, emotion, work and mysticism.3

Non-Dualistic Vision

The concept of non-dualistic vision is derived by Swami
Vivekananda’s idea of universal religion from the non-dual
(Advaita) philosophy and comprehension of the Upanisads,
which is a part of the Vedic tradition. “The end of the Vedas”
is the direct translation of the two phrases “Vedinta” (the
“Vedas” and “anta”). The Samhita, Brahmana, Aranyaka, and
Upanisads are the four sections of the Vedas, each of which

3 Contemporary Indian Philosophy (2002), pp. 43-46
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covers a distinct subject. So, in all, there are four portions to
the Vedas. Some academics consider the first two to be Karma-
kanda, whereas the latter two are referred to as Jiana-kanda.
The Brahmana explains the rites and provides explanations
of the hymns found in the Sambhita, which are used in the
worship of many deities. Additionally, the Aranyaka focuses
on deciphering and clarifying the ceremonies. The Upanisad,
the last section of the Vedas, wraps together the lessons of
the whole Vedic literature and addresses their philosophical
components. Thus, Vedanta is shorthand for the Upanisads’
teachings.

The philosophical parts of the Vedas, which are mostly
addressed by the many Upanisads, are notoriously difficult
to grasp. Thus, to make them easier to understand, In other
words, the fundamental principles of all the Upanisads were
articulated in Badarayana’s writings, which are referred to as
Brahma-Satras* and, more often, Vedanta-Statras. Since several
renowned individuals have offered alternative interpretations
of the work Brahma Satra, penned by Badarayana, it holds
great importance in the evolution of Upanisadic philosophy.
The various schools of Vedanta that emerged from the various
interpretations of the Brahma-Satras gave rise to various
schools that focused on the Upanisads. Sankara founded
the ‘Advaita’ school, Riminuja founded the ‘Visistadvaita’
school, and Madhvacarya founded the ‘Dvaita Vedianta’
school. These several philosophical traditions each provide
their own unique explanation of the teachings of Upanisadic
philosophy, yet they all share a focus on the metaphysical.

Many distinguished academics’ publications attest to the
Advaita philosophy of Sankara’s effect on them.

Among the prominent modern interpreters of Advaita

4 Brahma Sitra Bhésya of Saizkﬂnim'rya, pp- 14-20
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Vedanta, Swami Vivekananda occupies a distinctive position
for his creative and dynamic rearticulation of its principles
in response to the demands of contemporary society. Deeply
influenced by the non-dualistic tradition, his writings reflect
a profound engagement with Advaitic thought, which he not
only assimilated but also transformed into a practical and
socially relevant philosophy. Vivekananda regarded Advaita
as the highest culmination of spiritual insight, describing
it as the “crest-jewel of all spiritual thought” and affirming
that it represents the ultimate standpoint from which all
religions and sects may be viewed with equal sympathy
and understanding. He further envisaged Advaita as the
philosophical foundation of the future, particularly for an
intellectually awakened humanity.

While firmly rooted in the Advaitic tradition as
expounded by Saﬁkaricﬁrya, Vivekananda did not adhere
to it in a strictly orthodox or exclusive manner. Rather, he
adopted an inclusive and synthetic approach, incorporating
insights from other Vedantic schools such as Viéistadvaita
and Dvaita, thereby broadening its scope and applicability.
This interpretative flexibility enabled him to render the
subtle and often abstruse teachings of Vedanta accessible to
the modern mind. Although the Upanisads are primarily
concerned with metaphysical inquiry, Vivekananda extended
their implications to encompass ethical, logical, and social
dimensions, thus transforming Vedanta into a comprehensive
philosophy of life.

The metaphysical foundation of Vivekananda’s thought
is rooted in the non-dualistic vision of the Upanisads, which
informs his understanding of fundamental concepts such
as Brahman, the nature of the individual self, karma, and
liberation. However, his originality lies in demonstrating the
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practical applicability of these metaphysical principles to the
concrete problems of human existence. He sought to show
that Advaita Vedanta is not merely a speculative doctrine buta
living philosophy capable of addressing the moral, social, and
spiritual challenges of the modern world. His philosophical
standpoint is characterized by a harmonious integration of
reason, experience, and scriptural insight, and thus cannot be
reduced either to blind adherence to tradition or to abstract
intellectual speculation.

Drawing upon the broader framework of Vedic
philosophy, Vivekananda endeavoured to expand the
scope of Vedanta beyond its conventional metaphysical
boundaries, incorporating within it a concern for ethical
conduct, social responsibility, and practical action. Within
this expanded vision, one of the most significant expressions
of his non-dualistic outlook is the concept of Universal
Religion. Emerging from the Vedantic insight into the
unity of existence, this concept seeks to transcend the
external differences among religious traditions—such as
doctrines, myths, rituals, and customs—by emphasizing their
underlying spiritual unity. At the same time, it reorients
religious life towards the centrality of human development
and spiritual realization. In the context of the numerous
theological conflicts that characterize the contemporary
world, Vivekananda’s notion of Universal Religion offers a
compelling framework for resolving religious tensions and
safeguarding the moral and spiritual integrity of society.

Religion and Religious Differences: Swami Vivekananda’s
View

Swami Vivekananda presents a deep and comprehensive
understanding of religion, while also recognizing that it
is difficult to define it in a single way. For him, religion is
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not limited to doctrines or rituals; rather, it is a living and
transformative experience. He explains religion in three
main ways. First, it is a path to realizing and uniting with
the ultimate reality, going beyond dogma, theory, and mere
belief. Second, it is the manifestation of the divinity that exists
within every individual, through which a person becomes
aware of the true self. Third, religion acts as a moral and
social force that develops human values, promotes harmony,
and strengthens social unity. In this sense, religion is not just
about intellectual agreement or external practices, but about
a complete transformation of a person’s life according to the
truth they realize. According to Swamiji, real religion is the
realization of the Divine within by every soul. This divinity is
latent within each one of us and the religious practices only
bring it to our conscious level. When one has realized one’s
Divinity as a direct experience one has no fear of anything not
even death itself. He must realise this divinity in his thought
and selfless actions. Religion is not the matter of imagination ;
we must apply religion to our practical world and life.?

From this perspective, religion includes ethical,
psychological, metaphysical, and social aspects, influencing
both individual growth and the well-being of society. It
plays a central role in human culture by shaping thought,
behaviour, and social organization. Vivekananda emphasizes
its importance by stating that religious thought is inherent
in human nature, noting that “religious thought is in man’s
very constitution, so much so that it is impossible for him
to give up religion until he can give up his mind and body.”
Therefore, religion functions as a unifying force that brings
people together and encourages values such as compassion,
moral responsibility, and peaceful coexistence.

5> The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda (vol. 3, 2009), p. 301
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However, religion also has a dual nature, as conflicts and
violence frequently arise from religious beliefs. Johan Galtung
observes that—“every religion contains, in varying degrees,
elements of the soft and the hard”® influencing both peace
and war. Swami Vivekananda similarly noted that religion has
caused immense bloodshed, yet has also inspired hospitals,
asylums, and care for humanity and animals. Contemporary
studies suggest that nearly two-thirds of modern conflicts
involve religious, ethnic, or national identity. This paradox
underscores the need to understand religion’s dual role in
fostering both social harmony and discord.

There are conflicts of truth claims that give rise to the
idea of religious exclusivism.” In these conflicts, each religion
asserts that its constituent parts are the only ones that are true,
while simultaneously excluding all other faiths by asserting
that they are untrue and nonsensical. It is this attitude
of exclusion that is the primary factor that contributes to
the emergence of many types of religious disputes. Many
philosophers have proposed remedies in order to eradicate
problems like religious exclusivism and other types of
differences that cause turmoil and conflicts in society. These
methods are intended to eliminate the problem of religious
exclusivism. Among these potential answers, the concepts of
religious pluralism and religious inclusivism stand out as the
two most significant notions. This is because it acknowledges
all the diversity that exists in the world, whether it be in terms
of culture, views, ideologies, or religion itself. According to
Vivekananda, universal religion is the solution to all of the
religious differences that emerged in any part of the globe,

5 Violence, Peace, and Peace Research; Johan Galtung; Journal of Peace
Research 6; no. 3;1969; pp. 167-191

7 An Interpretation of Religion : Human Responses to the Transcendent, pp.
243-245
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regardless of the nature of the problems.8

Idea of Universal Religion

Vivekananda’s notion of Universal Religion is firmly
grounded in Vedanta, particularly the non-dualistic (Advaitic)
interpretation of the Upanisads. He viewed Vedanta as a path
not only for individual spiritual fulfillment but also for
reconciling the diversity of religious traditions. By uncovering
the shared principles underlying all faiths, Vedanta offers
a framework for harmony and integration. Vivekananda
asserted that no other philosophy possesses the capacity
to unify humanity’s varied religions as comprehensively,
positioning Vedianta as the ultimate basis for a universal,
all-encompassing spiritual vision. Thus, he introduced the
notion of a universal religion that exemplifies his non-dualistic
perspective, since it is firmly grounded in the philosophy of
Vedinta and imparts the principle of non-duality.”

Diverse religious perspectives are vital for the development
of spiritual thought and meaningful discourse, preventing
stagnation and fostering growth. Vivekananda highlighted
that differences among religions encourage reflection and the
refinement of ideas. Religious sects provide multiple pathways
for individuals to engage with the divine, promoting spiritual
exploration. He distinguished between constructive diversity,
which enriches understanding, and sectarianism, marked by
rigidity and intolerance, which fuels conflict. Thus, while
the existence of multiple sects supports spiritual and social
progress, sectarian behavior threatens societal harmony.
However, when extremism becomes associated with religious
beliefs, it creates numerous challenges and becomes the
fundamental source of religious disagreements, conflicts, and

8 The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda (vol. 1, 2005), pp. 24-26
9 The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda (vol. 2,2005), pp. 120-130
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violence.!®

Religious traditions, though diverse in beliefs and
practices, share a common essence—the eternal, non-
dual reality. Differences are superficial, reflecting varied
interpretations of the same ultimate truth. Vivekananda noted
that Islam emphasizes brotherhood, Hinduism spirituality,
and Christianity moral purification, yet all faiths converge on
the universal truth, revealing a shared foundation of harmony
and transcendence. Swami Vivekananda emphasized that the
coexistence of diverse religious traditions is essential, and their
increasing numbers pose no concern. Such diversity provides
multiple pathways for individuals to pursue spiritual goals,
allowing differences to refine and strengthen understanding.
However, these variations must not escalate into conflict
or violence, as that would defeat their higher purpose. He
illustrated this with an analogy: viewing an object from
different angles produces varied images, yet all depict the same
reality, highlighting that differences among religions reflect
multiple perspectives of the same ultimate truth. Religion,
according to Vivekananda, is more than beliefs, rituals, or
practices ; it is a dynamic force that drives individuals to fulfill
their spiritual yearnings. Human impulses arise from the quest
for ultimate reality and eternal truth, prompting exploration
beyond the material world. To satisfy these aspirations,
individuals turn to the religion that resonates with their
spiritual needs. This dynamic explains the continual growth
and evolution of religious traditions worldwide. Vivekananda
asserted that no major religion has become extinct; instead,
each continues to evolve, adapt, and contribute to humanity’s
ongoing spiritual journey. Indeed, all faiths exhibit many
disparities in different aspects. However, they all claim to

10 The Complete Works of Swami Vivekananda (vol. 3,2005), pp. 270-280
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fulfil the spiritual requirements of individuals and have a
basic similarity: the belief in a superior reality, manifested
in diverse forms, that is both everlasting and represents the
ultimate truth. He expresses his belief that throughout several
faiths, there is a prominent concept of an abstract entity,
which may be presented as a person, an impersonal being,
a law, a presence, or an essence. The fundamental objective
of all religions is essentially the same, since they all assert
their ability to guide us towards the ultimate truth that we
want to attain in our lives. Vivekananda further affirmed
that the ultimate objective of humanity, the purpose and
culmination of all faiths, is one—the restoration of unity
with God, or, equivalently, with the inherent divinity that
resides within every individual. The concept of universal
religion demonstrates the fundamental interconnectedness of
all faiths.

Swami Vivekananda maintained that no single religion
has exclusive access to truth, as each provides a distinct
path to the ultimate reality, challenging the notion of
religious exclusivism. He introduced the concept of a
Universal Religion, grounded in the Upanisads, which
prioritizes genuine acceptance over mere tolerance. This
vision acknowledges the equal value of all faiths—Islam
fostering universal brotherhood, Hinduism emphasizing
spirituality, and Christianity promoting ethical conduct.
Despite apparent differences, all religions reflect the same
non-dual ultimate truth inherent in humanity. Universal
Religion thus transcends doctrines and rituals, emphasizing
the interconnectedness of all beings and offering a framework
for harmony, solace, and peaceful coexistence. The concept
of Universal Religion asserts that the ultimate truth sought
through diverse religious practices resides within every
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individual. Religion, in this sense, functions as a means
to awaken the inherent divinity within, guiding humans
toward spiritual realization. Vivekananda’s vision of a
universal religion offers a framework not only for reconciling
interfaith conflicts but also for fostering societal and planetary
sustainability. It transcends the boundaries of individual
religions while incorporating their essential elements,
providing a comprehensive path to understanding ultimate
reality.

Swami Vivekananda’s vision of Universal Religion is
grounded in two principles—reverence for all faiths and
respect for their diverse practices. It acknowledges that truth
manifests in multiple forms, with each religion serving as a
unique vessel guiding humanity toward the same ultimate
reality. He illustrates this with the analogy of water in
different containers—though the shapes vary, the water
remains identical—emphasizing that perceptions of truth
may differ, yet the underlying reality is unified. Rooted in
the non-dualistic teachings of the Upanisads, this perspective
is both philosophical and practical, offering a framework
to reconcile religious differences and address conflicts. In
contemporary society, Universal Religion remains a vital
paradigm for promoting harmony and resolving disputes
arising from religious diversity.

Conclusion

In conclusion, it may be affirmed that Swami
Vivekananda’s concept of Universal Religion presents a
profound non-dualistic understanding of faith and offers
a meaningful framework for addressing conflicts among
different religions. It not only recognizes the diversity of
religious traditions but also affirms their essential unity by
revealing a shared spiritual foundation underlying all faiths.
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By transcending the limitations of ritualistic, doctrinal, and
institutional distinctions, this concept emphasizes the deeper
unity that binds humanity together.

As an expression of Advaita Vedanta, Universal Religion
promotes a sense of oneness that leaves no room for
intolerance, hatred, or superiority. Instead, it fosters mutual
respect, understanding, and compassion among individuals
and communities. By linking spiritual realization with ethical
responsibility—especially through the ideal that service to
humanity is service to God—it offers both a philosophical
and practical path toward human fulfillment. Ultimately,
by encouraging the realization of the inherent divinity
within every individual, it strengthens social harmony,
reduces conflict, and provides a meaningful basis for peaceful
coexistence in an increasingly pluralistic world.
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